
THE FISH OF MEERUT. 

)y B. M. SINHA AND P. A. SHIR.OMANY, Department of Zoology, Mem'ut 
Oollege, Meerut. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Inspite of the fact that the fish fauna of the Meerut district is fairly 
rich, no scientifie attempt has so far been made to explore it. In this 
Dote, the authors enumerate the fishes collected during the last two 
years from Kalinadi near Abdullah-pur, Hindan-nadi near Belani and 
bunds of Ganges at Ga.rh-mukteshwar. About fifty-one spe('ies, be
'longing to thirty-six different genera, have been locally collected and 
recorded in this paper. 
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PHYSICAL FEATURES. 

The district of Meerut is situated in the western part of U.P. adjOIning 
Delhi, the two cities being only forty-five miles apart. The surfa~e of 
the district is more or less flat, except for a strip of land about three 
miles wide along the west flank of river Ganges called' Khadar' . This 
is marshy, saline and covered with thick vegetation. Meerut is- fed by 
four rivers: the Ganges flowing along its eastern border, the Jumna 
along the western and Kalinadi and Hindan-nadi through it in the 
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eastern and western parts respectively. The district has three important 
canals, a Ganges canal in the eastern part and a Ganges and a Jumna 
oanal in the western part. In addition to the three rivers and canals, 
there are perennial ponds all over the district, which are fed by local 
distributaries of the canal. ~rhe rainfall in the district ranges between 
thirty to thirty-five inches in a year. 

LIST OF FISHES 1 

The fishes, whose names ale D1arked with a.n astersk (*) are abundantly availa.ble 
throughout the year. 

Name and Systematic position of the fish. Looality pi Collection. 

Family 1. Clupeidae 
I. GadU8ia ckapra (Ham.) 

Family 2. N otopteridae 
2. NOtopterU8 chitala (Ham.)* 

3. N otopterua notopter'U8 (Pallas) 

Family 3. Cyprinidae 
4. Ohela, bacaila Ham. * 
Q. Labuca atpo,r (Ham.)* 
6. BariU,us bendeliais Ham. * 
7. BariliU8 bola Ham. 
S. Barili'U8 moae8tUB Day 
9. E80mUB tlanrica (Ham.) 

• 

10. Aspidoparia morar( Ham.)* • 
11. Barbus 8opkore (Ham.)* 

12. BarbU8 sarana (Ham.)* 
13. GatZa catZa (Ham.) 
14. Oirrkina mrigala (Ham.) 

15. Oirrkina reba (Ham.)* 
16. Garra gotyla (Gray) 
17. Labeo caUJaau (Ham.)* • 
18. Labeo pangusia (Ham.)* 
19. Labeo goni'U8 (Ham.) 

20. Labeo roT"ita (Ham.)* • 

21. Roktee cotio (Ham.)* 

• 

• 

22. Or0880cheil'U8 lati'uB punjabelUli8 M ukel'j i 

}-'amily 4. Cobitidae 
23. Botia lohackata Chaudhri* 
24. N e'machiZ'U8 botia (Ham.) 

Family 5. Clariidae 
25. Olarias batrachU8 (Linn.) 

• Kali.nadi. 

KaJinadi, Hindan-nadi & Garh
mukteshwar. 

• Kalllladi. 
Ditto. 

• Hindan-nadi. 
• Kalinadi • 

Hindan-nadi. 

• KaliDadi • 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

• Kalinadi, Hinda.n-nadi & Garh-muk. 
teswar. 

• Hindan-nadi. 
• Kalinadi & Hindan nadi 

Kalinadi, RiDdan ne.di & Garh-muk
teshwar. 

Ditto. 
• Kalinadi. 

Kalinadi & Hindan"nadi. 
• Hinda,n-nadi. 
• Kalinadi. 

• Kalinadi, Hindan-nadi & Garh
m.ukteshwar. 

• Kalinadi. 
Kalinadi. 

• Kalinadi. 
• Kalinadi. 

Garh-mukteshwar. 

1 The classifica,tion adopted is that given by Leo S. Berg in the English edition of his 
book-Cla,ssifioation of Fishes bQth l'eoent and fossil. (1947). 
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lame and Systematic position 01 the Ish. 

Family 6. Saccobranchidae 

26. Heteropneustes /08silis (Bloch)* 

Family 7. Siluridae 
2'1. Wallago attu (BI. & Schn.)* . 

28. Ompok bimaculatus 

Family 8. Sehilbeidae 
29. E-utropiicAthys vacha (Ham.) .. 

30. Cl'ltpisoma garua (Ham.) 
31. Silonia silondia (Ham.) 

Family 9. Bagridae 
32. Mystus aor (Ham.) 

33. }'fYStU8 seenghala (Sykes)* 

34~ M ystU8 tengara (Ham.) * 

35. M!Jstus C01sula (Ham.) 

36. Rita rita (Ham.) • 

Family 10. Sisoridae 
3'1. Bagariu8 bagaritUI (Ham.) 
38. Gagata cenia (Ham.) 

Family 11. Belonidae 
39. XenenWdan cancUa (Ham.) • 

Family 12. Cent.ropomidae 
40. Ambcusis nama (Ham.)* 

Family 13. Nandidae 
41. Nand1UJna:nd:u8 (Ham.) 

Family 14. Gobiidae 
42. Glosso-gobiu8 giuris (Ram.) • 

Family 15. Ophicepbal.iaae 
43. OpAi.cep1talU8 gachua Ham.. • 

44. Ophicephalus m,aruliu8 Ham." 

45. Ophicepnal1l./J punclatU8 Btooh* 
46. Ophicep1t(Jlu8 8triatus Blooh * . 

Family 16. Anabantidae 

• 

47. Trichogaster /asciatUIJ (BI. & Schn.). 

Family 17. Mastaoombelidae 
48. Mtutactm1JelU8 armatus (Laoop) * , • 
49. MastacembelU8 pancaZu. (Ham.) 
50. Rhynchobdella aculeala (Bloch)* 

Family 18. Amphipnoidae 

51. Antphipn01U cuchia(Ham.) 

1 ZSI!53 
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Loealit, of eollectioJl. 

· Kalinadi & Hindan·nadi. 

• KaIinadi, Hindan-nadi. 
& Garh-mukteshwar. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
. Rindan-nadi. 

Ditto. 

• Kalinadi & Hindan-nadi. 

· Kalinadi, Hindan-nadi, & Garh
mukte.shwar. 

• Kalindai, Hindan-nadi & Garlt
mukteshwar. 

• Hindan-nadi. 
Ditto. 

Ditto . 

• Kalinadi. 

• Kalinadi & Garh.mnkteshwar. 

• Kalinadi. 

Garh-mukteshwar. 

Ditto. 

• Kalin adi , Hindan-nadi ~ Garh-
muktshwar. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

_ Kalinadi & Garh.mukteshwar. 

• Kalinadi. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto . 
13· 
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REMARKS ON TAXONOMY AND DISTBIBUTION OF CER'I'AIN FISHES. 

~Iajority of the speoies listed in this paper ~re w.ell ~nown and 
widely distributed except Mystus cors'Ula (Ham.), which IS rer.Qrded 
here for the first time from western India. The range of Mystus corsula 
(Ham.) according to J?ayl i~ "fr0n:t Orl~sa th~ou~h ~eng~l an~ As~~. " 
CIa-lias batrachus (LInn.) IS locahsed In dIstrIbutIon In thlS dIstrIct, 
tills species being found only in a few ponds at Garh-m~teshwar in 
lihe months of April, May and June. A reference to the rarIty of Cla
'l1:US in the north-western parts of India beyond Delhi has already been 
made by ~ienon (1951).2 

REMARKS ON THE POSSIBILITIES OF FISH CULTUBE. 

From the surveys made during the last two years, the district appears' 
to be quite rich in fish fauna and holds bright prospects of fish culture. 
Fishes marked in the list with an asterisk are abundantly available 
throughout the year. Of these, fishes like Oirrhina mrigala (Ham.), 
Cirrkina reba (Ham.), Labeo ,tohita (Ham.), Labeo gonius (Ham.), Opki
cephalus rnarulius Ham. and Barbus sarana (Ham.) can easily be utilized 
for fish culture. There are two good Government reservoirs also in the 
district, one at Bhola and the other at Salawa on the Ganges canal flow
ing through the western part. They can easily form centre for fish culture. 

The river Kalinadi, which is only five miles from the city of Meerut 
and which for the most part of the year is about six to eight yards wide 
and three to four feet deep, was sometime back the natural spawning 
ground for fishes. It was rioh both in quantity and the variety of fish. 
But for the last four or five years, due to the continual flow of molJasses 
from the sugar factories and the distillary refuse into the water, the 
fishes in it are dying at an early stage of development. An estimate or 
havoc can be made out from the fact that the daily catch of the fish 
from the river, before the pollution of its water was about ten maunds, 
which was eufficient for local consumption. But it is now reduced to 
about ten seers and the local consumption is met by import from Bharat
pur, Gwalior and Delhi. 

It will not be out of place to suggest that Meerut with its execllent 
sitnation in the western part of U.P., has ample scope for fish culture. 
It deserves all attention in these days of food shortage, when the Govern
ment is keen on exploring ways to supplement it with other resources in 
the country. 
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1 Day'F. (1877) Fishes of India, II, pp. 446. 

S Menon, A. G. K. (1951) Distribution of Clariid fishes and its signifioalloe • 
Zoogeographioal studies. Proc. Nat. Inst. Sci. India, XVII, No: 4. pp. 291.299. lD 
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Addendum 

After the above article had been sent to the press, we received from 
the Zoological Survey of India confirmation of our identification of some 
more recently col1ected--materia1 of fish. It includes the undernoted 
nine extra species which belong to six different genera. Thus we record 
sixty species belonging to forty-two different genera of fish from this 
district. 

Name and Systematic position of the flsh. Locality of Collection. 

Family I. Cyprinidae 
1. PuntiUll ticto (Ham.) • Ponds near Meerat city. 
2. PuntiUll chrysipte1"U8 (Ham.) • • Hindan .. nadi • 
3. Puntiu8 chagunio (Ham.) • • Kalinadi. 
4. Tor Putitora (Ham.) Hindan-nadi. 

Family 2. Cobitidae 
6. up id,ocepkaliohth1l8 guntea (Ham.) • KaUnadi. 

Family 3. Schilbeidae 
6. AlUa coila (Ham.) • Ditto. 

"Family 4. Bagridae 
7. M'!J~t'U8 vittatu8 (Bloch.) 

:Family 5. Sisoridae 
ll. Nang-ra pu1'tctata Day. 

.Family 6. Mugilidae (Ham.) 
9. Mugil corsula (Ham.) 

• 

• 

• • KaJinadi & HiAdan.nadi 

• Kalinadi. 

• Ri ver J umna. 


