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INTRODUCTION 

North Bengal comprises those districts of West Bengal which lie 
north to the Ganga. The term does not denote any natural division and 
is purely an administrative connotation. Five districts constitute North 
BeDgal. These are: MaIda, W. Dinajpur, Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri and 
Cooch-Behar-& Faunistically however, this area is very rich, especially_ 
the piscine populations inhabiting this area are numerous in variety and 
taxonomically interesting. This may be because of the rich Himalayan 
Coot-hills with the numerous streams and major rivers rushing to the 
plains through these distr.lcts. The chief fivers are the Maha1l:anda, 
and Teesta with m'lny tributaries such as Sevoke, Atrai, laldhaka, 
Karala, Karotoyar etc. 

The most comJ)rehensive account of the fi~h fauna of North Bengal 
was published by Shaw and Shebbeare in 1938 which continue to remain 
as a constant source of reference and use by ichthyologists and fishery 
workers. Shaw and Shebbeare (1938) listed 131 species jn their treatise. 
liora and Gupta (1941) reporting on a sroan collection from KaIimpong 
Duars and Siliguri Terai added 2 species to this list. Subsequent to this 
there seems to be no report of any fish collection from North Bengal. 

With a view mainly to collect spe~imens of two elusive bagrid 
species, Pilnelodus ranJa Hamilton and Pimelodus chandramara Hamilton 
the authors undertook a survey of the North Bengal livers in February, 
1970. Not only it has been possible to collect material of the aoresaid 
curious bagrids, but also adequate "representative collection of other 
fishes have also been made. This report lists 96 species, of which 17 
"have not been reported by previous workers. n must howev~r be stated, 
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that common species such as the major carps, large sized catfishes such 
as A. aor (Hamilton), A. seenghala (Sykes) etc., though noticed, were 
not deliberately coIIected. 

In the systematic account given here, under synonymy the first 
reference together with the type locality is given. Wherever necessary, 
the most recent important reference to the concerned species has also 
been 'added. N'Jtes on variations noticed on some s1'ecies have been 
given. The arrangement of the taxa upto family level is as per Green-
wood, Rosen, Myers & Weitzman (1966). -

We are thankful to Dr. A. P. Kapur, Ex-Director, Zoological 
Survey of India for kindly allowing us to undertake this survey. We 
are also obliged to Shri S. N. 'Ghose, Deputy Director, West Bengal 
State Fisheries Department for arranging facilities in the field. 

Class : PISCES 
Cohart : TAENIOPAEDIA 

Superorder : CLUPEOMORPHA 
Order : CLUPEIFORMES 

Suborder : CLUPEOIDEI 
Family I CLUPEIDAE 

1. Goniolosa manmina (Hamilton) 

1822. Clupanodon manmina Hlmilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 247, 249 (type locality,. 

most of the freshwater branch~5 of the Ganges). 

Material. -3 eX5.~ Stn. 5. contluence of R. Tengan with Mahananda 
at Aihoo village, 16 Ian S. E. of MaIda, North Bengal, 1. ii. 1970. 

! 

Distribution. -Indian: Gang3., Jam1Jna, Brahm!\p:ltra and Maha
nadi rivLrs, thtiir affluents and m 'lin ~treams; Pakistan: Sind, Karachi, 
M lkran. Bangladesh; Known to enter estuaries and tanks. 

2. Gudusia chapra (Hamilton) 

1822. Cl!lpanodon chapra Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 248, 383 (type locality. 

upper parts of Ganges). 

Material. -3 e_~5., Stn. 18, Atr~i river, BJ.iurghat, 12. ii. 1970; 3 exs., 
Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri fish market, purchased, 14. li. 1970. 

Distritution. -India: throaghoat as far south as Krishna liver, 
but absent from Kerala and Tami~ N.ld1.1; Pakistan: Sind; Bangladesh; 
Malaysia: Penang. 

Remarks. -Of the six exalnples, the' first lot from River Atrai at 
Balurghat, measuring 67 to 83 ~m. in stand'lrd length, has a dark 
s!1oulder spot, whereas the second Jot from )alpaiguri do not have any 
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.. cia marking. Further, the dorsal profile upto the lateral line is dark 
1lUlde4 in the first Jot, unlike the second. Day (1878) also observed that 
till shoulder spot may be absent. 

Family II ENGRAULIDAE 

3. Setipinna pbasa (Ham.) 

1822. Clupea phasa Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp.240, 382 (type locality, brackish 
rivers of Bengal). 

MIJI~r;al.-9 exs., Stn. 5, confluence of River Tengan with Maha
anda river at Aihoo village, 16 k.m S.E. of MaIda, 1. ii. 1970. 

Dislribution.-India: Orissa, Ben~al, Assam; Pakistan; Bangladesh; 
Burma. 

Remarks.-The prolongation of the outermost pectoral fin r"y is 
variable in this species. In four examples 1 09 to 115 mm. in standard 
1mlJth, the outermost pectoral ray reaches the commencement of the 
aDal fin. But in an example 77 mm. in stand'lrd length, the outelmost 
ray is vestigial. In a few, all the pectoral fin rays are completely stained 
black. 

Cohart : ARCHAEOPHVLACES 

Superorder : OSTEOOLOSSOMORPHA 

Suborder : NOTOPTEROIDEI 

Family III NOTOPTERIDAE 

4. Notopterus (Notopterus) notopterus Pallas 

1769. Gym'lcJtus noloplerlls Pallas, Spicil. Zool., 7, p. 40, pI. 6, fig. 2 (type 

locality, Indian Ocean). 

MQlerial.-l ex.., Stn. 4, Kenpukur fish 'hat 'I, catch from Purna
Idwa river, 31. i. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 6, Aihoo Village 'hat, 1. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: throughou t. Pakistan; Burma, Thailand; 
Malaya and Malay Archipelago. 

Cohart : EUTELEOSTEI 

Superorder : OSTARIOPHYSI 

Order : CVPRINIFORMES 

Suborder :·CVPRINOIDEI • 
Family IV CYPRINIDAE 

s. Chela (Chela) cacbius Hamilton 

lin. Cyprinus eachius Hamilton. Fish. Ga"ge~, pp. 258, 384. (type locality. 
River Ganga, about the commencement of the delta). 

1'58. Cum (Chela) each ius. Silas, J. Bombay nal. Hist. Soc., 55 (1) : 66 (syno 
DYIDY. description, specific limits). 
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Material.-39 exs., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri fish' market, purcha'sed. 
14. ii. 1970; 10 ·exs., Stn. 26, below Road bridge of River Dbarla at: 
Changrabandha, 40 kIn S.E. of Jaipaiguri, 16. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: Orissa, W. Bengal, Assam, Madhya Pradesh" 
Tamil Nadu, Mysore; Pakistan; Bangladesh; Burma. 

Remarks.-Silas (1958) in a valuable revision of this genus restricted 
the genus Chela sensu stricto as comprising only two species in India :~: 
viz. C. each ius Hamilton and C. laubuca. He also indicated that G .. atpar~ 
represents adult specimens of C. cachius which renders the former ac 

synonym of the latter, as cachius has priority over atpar. 

This species was not reported by Shaw & Shebbeare (1938). 

6. Oxygaster bacaila (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus bacaila Hamilton, Fish Ganges, pp. 265, 384, pI. 8, fig. 76.{type 
locality, freshwater rivers of all Gangetic provinces). 

1958. Oxygaster bacaila, Silas, J. Bombay lIat. l!is~. Soc., 5S (1) : 61 (key to 
genus). 

Material.--4 exs., Stn. 5, confluence of River Tengan with River 
Mahananda at Aihoo village, 10 km S.E. of MaIda, 1. ii. 1970; 1 eK., 
Stn. 10, River Kalindri at yiUage Ratua, 38 K.m N. W. to MaIda, 4. 
ii. 1970; 5 exs., Stn. 11, River Mahananda at MaIda Town,S .. ji. 1970; 
20 exs., Stn. 14, River Jamuna at Hilli village, 24 Km N.E. of Balurghat, 
8. ii. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 15, River Purnabhasa at Gangarampur near -road 
bridge, 42 km NW to Balurghat, 9. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 16, River Atrai 
at Pugleegunj, 10 km North of Balurghat, 10. ii. 1970; 5 exs., Stn. 18, 
River Atrai at Balurghat, 12. ii. 1970; 11 exs. Stu. 20, Jalpaiguri fish 
market, purchased, 14. ii .. 1970; 7 e}Cs., Stn. 24, River Teesta, Western 
bank at Teesta bridge, 12 km N.E. of Jalpaiguri, on Assam' Trunk 
Road, 15. li. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: North of Krishna river system; Pakistan, 'W .. 
Punjab; Bangladesh. 

Remarks.-Silas (1958) differentiated Oxygaster and Chela on 
basis of the extension of the predorsal scales to the interorbital space 
and the symphysial knob in the lower jaw fitting into a corresponding 
emargination of the upper jaw in the former. In a random examination 
of 36 examples measuring 20 to 130 mm. in standard length, excepting 
in one example of 130 mm. length, in all the remaining, the predorsal 
scales do not extend upto the interobital space, although in all of them 
the symphysial knob clearly fits into the upper jaw. It cannot be defi
nitely stated that this condition is common in alJ, or this variation is due 
to the comparatively juvenile nature of the specimens' examiiled.. As 
Silas (1958) stated, this genus is badly in need of a revision. 
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7. Oxygaster gora (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus gora Hamilton, Fish. Ga"ges, pp. 263, 384 (type locality, Ganges 
and its tributaries). 

Malerial.-9 exs., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri fish market, purchased 
I". ii. 1970. 

Distribulion.-India: north of Mahanadi river system; Pakistan, 
W. Punjab; Bangladesh. 

Remarks.-Shaw and Shebbeare (1938) did not record this species 
in their work. 

8. Barilius bendelisis bendelisis (Hamilton) 

1807. Cyprinus bendelisis Hamilton, Journey Mysore, 3, 345, pI. 32 (type 
locality, rivers of Mysore). 

Material.-1 ex., Stn. 22, River Karotayar at Chawalhatti village 
32 km S.W. of Jalpaiguri, 15. ii. 1970; 2 ex.s., Stn. 23, River Panga at 
Pangasahitpura, 25 km. south of Jalpaiguri; 19 exs., Stn. 24, River 
Tacsta, Western bank at T~est~ Brdbe, 12 Km N.E. of Jalpaiguri, 
is. H. 1970; 5 exs., Stn. 32, River Balasan at Digana near Panighata, 
32 kin N.W. of Siligllri, 21. ti. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: throughout; Pakistan: W. Punjab. Bangla
desh; Sri Lanka. 

Remarks.-The number of bands and black dots at base of each scale 
varies with the size of the specimens. In a 12 mm long juvenile, 8 or 9 
bands are present with the black dots w~ll marked~ But in specimens 
37 to S3 mm in standard length:f the bands are 6 to 8 and along with 
the spots at base of each scale they tend to become faint. 

Shaw and Shebbeare(1938) did not record this species in their treatise. 

9. Barilius beodelisis chedra (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus chedra Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, p. 273, 274 (type locality, 

Patgong). 

1937. Barilius bendelisis Yare chedra, Shaw & Shebbeare, J. Roy. Asiat. Soc. 
Beng., 3, 1>. 23. 

Material.-l e".a Stn. 3Z, River Balasan at Digana near Panighata, 
32 K.m N.W. of Sihguri, 21. ti. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: Ganga, Jamuna and Brahmaputra river 
"Items. 

Remarks.-The single example of this remarkable subspecies, 
'1 mm long, is ·characterstic with 14 bands, but the black dots at the 
base of the scales are so numerous, bright, that the bands are oblittrated 
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unlike the nominate species. The pectoral fins are large, with the axil
lary process well developed. Many pores are also p~esent on th~ snout 
above the mouth. 

10. Barilius barna (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus bendelisis Hamilton, Fish. Ga1lges, pp. 270, 385 (type locality, 

Rivers of Mysore). 

Material.-22 exs., Stn. 28, River Dharla at Mainagur.i, 16 Km 
N.E. of Jalpaiguri near Road bridge, 1]. ii. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 30, Khorl .. 
bari fish hat, 45 Km S. W. of SiJiguri, 20. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: Orissa, Madhya Pradesh, U.P., Bihar, W. 
Bengal, Assam; Pakistan; Bangladesh. 

Remarks.-The number of bands vary from 6 or 7 to 9 or 10. 
The frequency distribution is as below: 

6 or 7 8 9 or 10 13 

15 ex. 15 ex. 2 ex. 2 ex. 
25-36 mm. 26-54 mm. 38 and 47 mm. 30 mm. 

Standard length. Standard length. Standard length. Standard length. 

Three examples 13 to 25 mm in standard length.have-no bands at aU .. 
In a specimen there are seven bands on one side and eight on tht oppo
site side. As stat~d by Motwani, Jayaram & Sehgal (1962) nuptial 
tubercles are present in one specimen 93 mm long. 

11. Barilius barila Hamilton 

1822. Barilius barila Hlmilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 267, 384 (type locality, rivers 

of Northern Bengal). 

Material.-5 exs., Stn. 11, River Mahananda, at MaIda Town, 
5. ii. 1970; 8 exs., Stn.· 20, JaJpaiguri fish market, purchased, 14. n. 1970; 
6 exs, Stn. 24, River Teesta Western Bank at Teesta Bridge, 12 Km 
N.E. of Jalpaiguri, 15. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: throughout except Kerala, Tamil Nadu. 
P~kistan. Bangladesh. 

12. DaDio (Danio) aequ~pinnatus (McClel1and) 

1839. Perilampus aequipinnatus McClelland, Asia!ic Researches, 12, p. 3, p1.6O, 
fig. 11 (type locality, Assam). 

Material.-2 exs., Stn. 26, River Dharla at Changrabandha, 40 km 
S.E. of Jalpaiguli below Road br:dge, ]6. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: Peninsular India, W. Bengal, Assam, Manipur, 
Ea~tern Himalaya. Pakistan; Bangladesh; Burma, Thailand; Sri Lanka. 
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13. Danio (Danio) devario (Hamilton) 

1812. CyprinlU devario Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 341, 393, pI. 6, fig. 94 (type 

locality, Rivers and ponds of Bengal). 

Malerial.-l e".J Stn.,14, River Jamuna at Hilli village, 24 Km 
N.E. to Balurghat, 8. ii. 1970; 8 e"s., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri fish market, 
purchased, 14. ti. 1970; 22 exs., StD. 22, River Karotayar at Chawal 
batti. 32 Km S.W. of Ja1paiguri, 15. ii. 1970; 8 exs., Stn. 24, River 
Toesta. Western Bank at =feesta Bridge, 12 Km N.E. of Jalpaiguri, 15. 
ii. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 26, River Dharla at Changrabhandha, 40 Krn 
S. B. of Jalpaiguri, 16. ii. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 27, River Jaldhaka at Charu
churabhandar, 28 Km. N.E. cf Jalpaiguri, below road bridge, 16. H. 
1970; 24 eIS., Stn. 28, R. Dharla at Mainaguri, 16 Km N.E. of Jalpaiguri, 
16. ii. 1970; 3 exs., Stn. 30, Jalpaiguri fish market, purchased, 
18. li. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: whole of Nor th India upto Orissa. .Pakistan: 
W. Punjab, Sind. Bangladesh. 

Remarks.-Some variations in the colour pattern are noticed. 
The ~xamp]es from Stn. 28, 38 to 56 mm .. in standard length do not have 
the reticulated steel-blue lines in anterior part of body as described by 
Day (1878). All have a d()rk streak along mid-line of body, posterior to 
anal fin. 

14. Danio (Brachydanio) rerio (Hamilton) 

1822. CyprinllS reria Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 323, 390 (type locality, Kosi 

river). 

Material.-20 exs., StD. 27, River Jaldhaka at Charuchurabhandar, 
28 Km N.E. of JaJpaiguri, below road bridge, 16. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. -India: throughout. 

15. Esomus danrica (Hamilton) 

1822. Cypri/lus danrica Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 325, 327, pI. 16, fig. 88 

(type locality, ponds and ditches of Bengal) . 

• Valerial. -1 ex., Stn. 27, River Jaldhaka at Charuchurabhandar, 
28 Km. of Jalpaiguri, below road bridge, 16. H. 1970. 

Distribution -India: throughout. Pakistan: Sind, W. Punjab; 
BUrma; Thailand; Malaya; Sri Lanka; Bangladesh. 

16. Rasbora daniconius (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus danicanius Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 327, 329. (type locality, 

rivers of Southern Bengal). 
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Material. -1 ext., Stn. 5, confluence of River Tengan with Maha 
nanda at Aihoo village, 25 Km S.E. of MaIda, 1. li., 1970; 2 exs., Stn· 
10, River Kalindri at viJlage Ratua 38 Km N.W. of Maida, 4. n. 1970; 
4 eXiS., Stn. 11,R. Mahananda, MaIda Town, 5. ii.1970; 1 ex., Stn:14, 
River Jamuna at Hilli village, 38 Km N.E. of Balurghat, 8. ii. 1970; 
6 ex-s., Stn. 16, River Atrai at Pugleegunj, 10 Km North of Balurgh8t, 
10. ii. 1970; 4 exs., Stn. 18, River Atrai at Balurghat, 12. li. 1970; 9 exs., 
Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri fish market, purchased, 14. ii. 1970; 5 exs., Stn. 28, 
2 exs., Stn. 26, River Dharla at Changrabhandha, 40 K.m S.E. of Jalpai
guri, 16. iL 1970; 5 exs., Stn. 28, River Dharla at Mainaguri, 16 Km. 
N.E. of Jalpaiguri near road bridge, 16. ii. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 29, 
Bagdogra fish market, purchased, 19. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. -India: throughout. Pakistan: Sind, W. Punjab. Sri 
Lanka; Malaya; Bangladesh. 

Remqrks. -A most common widey distributed species, but perhaps 
divisible ~n colour patterns. In the material examined by us, four diffe
rent categories of colour patterns are seen. 

(a) Black stripe only towards posterior end beginning from above 
insertion' of anal fin or slightly ahead. The lots representing 
this' pattern are: 1 ex., Stn. 5, 53 mm standard length; 6 exs .• 
Stn. 20, 38 to 58 nun. long; 1 ex., Stn. 10, 48 nun. long. One 
of these, 57 mm long is abnormally lean with compression 
of the body near vent. 

(b) A broad bright strip~, body brownish, superiorly spotted 
with some dots as in Barilius. The lots showing this pattern aro 
4 exs., Stn. 11, 6'f.. 5 to 72 mm long; 1 ex., Stn. 14, 46 mm long. 

~ 

(c) A completely black band along mid line of body, Body brown
ish, scales not coloured: 2 exs., from Stn. 26, 36 and 50 mm 
long eJiliibit this pa ttem. 

Cd) A black band along mid Hne of body, but body olive or bro~ 
ish-black with scales also black tipped. Six examples from 
Stn. 16, 44 to 52 rom long, have this pattern. 

17. AmhlypbaryngodoD mola (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus nlola Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 334, 392, pI. 38, fig. ~2 (typo 
locality, Ponds and freshwater rivers in every part of the Gangetic 
provinces). 

Material. -1 ex., Stn. 2, River Tengan at Bulbulchandi, 31. i. 1970; 
3 exs., Stn. 30, Khoribari fish market, purchased, 20. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. -India: throughout except Kfrala. Pakistan: Sind, 
W~ Punjab. Bangladesh; Burma; Thailand. 
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18. Aspidoparia morar (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyp,lnus mo,or Hamilton, Fis". Ganges, pp. 264, 381, pI. 31, fig. 75 (type 
locality t Rivers Yamuna and Tee.sta: two large, but distinct branches of 
Ganges) 

Material. -2 exs., Stn. 2, River Tengan, at Bulbulchandi, 31. i. 
1970; Many exs., Stn. 8, River Kalindri at Kotwalee village, 9 Km 
N.W. of MaIda, 2. ii. 1970; 5 exs., Stn. 14, River Jamuna at HiJIi village 
8. ii. 1970; 4 exs., Stn. 18, River Atrai at Balurghat, 12. ii. 1970; 10 exs. 
Stn. 20, JaJpaiguri fish market, purchased, 14. ii. 1970; 5 exs., Stn. 24 
River Teesta, Western bank at Teesta bridge, 12 Km. N.E. of Jalpaiguri, 
'1S. ij. 1970. 

Distribution. -India: throug4out except West Coast, and south of 
Kfishna river system; Bangladesh; Burma; Thailand. 

19. Cbagunius cbagunio (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyp,inus chagunio Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 295, 387 (type locality, 
Yamuna and in·the northern rivers of Bihar and Bengal). 

Material. -3 exs., Stn. 24. River Teesta, Western Bank at Teesta 
Bridge, 12 Km. N.E. of Jalpaiguri, 15. ti. 1970. 

DistribZ4tion. -India: North India above Orissa; Pakistan; Burma; 
Thailand; Bangladesh. , 

20. Tor putitora (Hamilton) 

1822. Cypr;.,us putitora Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 303, 388 (type locality. 
eastern part of Bengal). 

Material. -4 exs., Stn. 24, River Teesta, Western Bank at Teesta 
:Bridge, 12 Km. N.E. of Jalpaiguri, 15. ii. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 32, River 
Balasan at Digana, near Panighata, 32 Km N. \V. of Siliguri, 21.ii.1970. 

Distributioll. -India: Himalayan rivers especially along the foot 
hills, Nepal, U.P., E. Punjab, W. Bengal, Assam .. Bangladesh. 

21. Puntius ambassis (Day) 

1868. Barbus ambassis Day, Proc. zool Soc. Lond., p. 583 (type locality Kurnool). 

Material. -1 ex., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri fish market, purchased, 14. ti. 
1970. 

Distribution. -India: along the eastern side, from Tamil Nadu 
throu&h Orissa, Bengal and Assam ·upto Sadiya; Bangladesh. 

22. Puntius chola (Hamilton) 

1822. Cypr;nus chota Hamilton, Fish .. Gallges, pp. 312, 389 (type locality, Ponds 
and other stagnant waters in Northern parts of Bengal). 
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Material. -2 exs., Stn. 26, River Dharla at Changrabhandha, 40 Km 
S.E. of Jalpaiguri below Road Bridge, 16. ii. 1970. 

Distribution -India: throughout; Pakistan; Bangladesh. 

Remarks. -Shaw and Shebbeare (1938) did not record this species. 

23. Puntius conchonius (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus conchonius Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 317, 389 (type locality;' 
Ponds of north-east Bengal and in the river Kosi). 

Material. -4 e"s., Stn. 11, River Mahananda at Malda, s. ii. 1970; 
6 exs., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri fish market, purchased, 14. ii. 1970; 1 ex. 
Stn. 24, River Teesta on Western bank, at Teesta Bridge, 12 Km. North., 
of Jalpaiguri, 15. n. 1970~ 5 exs., Stn. 28, River Dharla at Mainaguri 
16 Km. N.E. of Jalpaiguri near road bridge, 16. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. -India: \throughout; Pakistan; Bangladesh. 

Remarks. -In most of the examples studied the dorsal spine is, 
seFrated along the inner edge with 12 to 20 downward facing serrations. 
Day (1878) observed that the specimens from the plains are more 
coarsely serrated than those from the hills. 

24. Puntius cosuatis (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprillus cosuatis Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 338, 392 (type locality. 
Nathpur). 

Material. -45 exs., Stn. 28, River Dharla at Mainaguri, 16 Km. 
N.E. of JaJpaiguri near road bridge, 16. li. 1970. 

Distribution. -India: South India, W. Bengal, Assam; Bangladesh. 

Remarks. -Shaw and Shebbeare (1938) did not record this species. 
The number of scales between Jateral line and base of dorsal ,:fin is 2 
in 4 example~ and 3 in 8 examples. The numb~r of predorsal scales is 
7 in 8 examples and 8 in 4 examples. 

25. Puntius phutunio (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprillus phutunio Hamilton, Fish. Ganges., pp. 319, 390 (type locality, 
Pirgunj). 

Material. -2 exs., Stn. 18, River Atri at Balurghat, 12. ii. 1970; 
9 exs., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri fish market; purchsed 14. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. -India: along eastern parts from Orissa, throuJh 
W. Bengal to Assam; Burma; Pakistan; Bangladesh. 

Remarks. -In nine examples from Jalpaiguri fish market, the dorsal 
band is not split as spots but is in the form of a clear continuous band; 
but the band on the pectoral fins are absent. These may be due to the 
juvenile nature of the specimens. 
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26. Puntius saraoa (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus sarona Hamilton, Fish. Gallges., pp. 307, 388 (type locality, 

ponds and rivers of India). 

Material. -I ex., Stn. 4, River Purnabhava at Kenpukur village, 
16 Km. S.E. of MaJda, 31. i. 1970. 

Distributon. -India: throughout; Pakistan; Burma. Thailand; Sri 
Lanka; China. 

27. Puntius sophore (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus sophore Hamilton, Fish. Ganges., pp .. 310, 389 (type locality, 

ponds of Bengal). 

Material. -2 exs., Stn. 10, R;ver Kalindri at village Ratua, 38 Km. 
N"W" of MaIda, 4. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn .. 24, River Teesta, Western bank 
at Teesta Bridge, 1 ~ Km. N.E. of Jalpaiguri, 15. ii. 1970; 10 exs., Stn. 26, 
River Dhalla at Changrabhanda, 40 Km. S. E. of Jalpaiguri, 16. ii. 
1970; 4 exs., Stn. 27, River Jaldhaka at Charuchurabhandar, 28 Km. 
N.E. of Jalpaiguri below R4)ad bridge, 16.ii.1970. 

Diftributio". -India: throughout, below 600 metres; Pakistan: 
throughout; . Bangladesh; Burma; China. 

Remarks. -Shaw and Shebbeare (1938) did not record this species. 

28. Puntius stigma (Valenciennes)* 

1841. L~uc;scus s.riglll:Z Vai!:1:iennes, Hisl. Nat. Poiss., 17, p. 93, pI. 489 (type 

JocaIity), 

Material. -21 exs., Stn. 14, River Jamuna at Hilli vil1age, 24 Km. 
N.B. of Balurghat, 8. ii. 1970; 3 CXS., Stn. 18, Riv~r Atrai at Balurghat. 
12. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 20, JaJpaiguri fish market, purchased, 14. ii, 
1970; 1 ex., Stn. 24, RiverTeesta, Western bank at Teesta Bridge, 12 Km. 
H.E. of Jaipaiguri, 15. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. -India: thro:Igho:J.t; Pakistan; Bangladesh; Burma. 

29. Puntius tic to (Hamilton) 

1822. C)prinus fielo Hamilton, Fish. Gallges, pp. 314, 389, pI. 8, fig. 87 (type 

locality, Southeast part of Bengal). 

Material. -3 exs., Stn. 20, JalpJ.igtiri fish market, 14. ii. 1970; 
1 ex., Stn. 25, rain water pools, e3.stern bank of River Teesta Bridge 
12 Km. N.E. of Jalpaiguri, 15. n. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 26, River Dharla at 

• MENON, A. O. K. 1974 Spl. Publi. No. 1 bzland Fisheries Soc. Itldia, 

Barrackpore, p. 40 considers this species as Synonym of P. sophorek. 
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Changrabhandha, 40 Km. S.E. of Jalpaiguri, 16. 'jj. 1970; 48 e~s., 
Stn. 28, River Dhar]a at Mainaguri, 16. Km N.E. of Jalpaiguri, near 
road bridge, 16. n. 1970. 

Distribution. -Throughout India; Pakistan; Bangladesh; Burma: 
Thailand; Sri Lanka. 

Remarks. -The specimens from Stn. 28, River Dharla at M:aina
guri, exhibit some variation in respect of the colour spot on the shouldcJr. 
Some have a clear black dot, round in shape, but ih some the spot is 
smudged, and elongated. In these examples, the pectoa fin rays and tho 
dorsal fin rays are also prolonged. These are probably due to sexual
dimorphism. 

30. Pontius titius (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus titius Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, p. 315 (type locality, ponds neat 
Culcutta.) 

Material. -7 exs., Stn. 2, Bulbulchandi fish market, MaIda dist; 
purchased, 31. i. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 7, MaIda fish market, purchased, 
2. li. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 22, River Karotoyar at Chawal Hatti village, 
32 Km. S.W. of Jalpaiguri, 15. li. 1970. 

Distribution. -India: Deccan, Orissa, Bengal, Assam; Bangladesh. 

31. Cirrihinus reba (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus reba Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 280, 386 (type locality, rivers 
and ponds of Bengal and Bihar). 

Material. -4 ex')., Stn. 5, confluence of River Tengan with River 
Mahananda at Aihoo village, 16 Km S.E. of MaIda, 1 .n. 1970; 4 exs., 
Stn. 11, River Mahananda at MaIda, 5. ii. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 14, River 
Jamuna at HilIi village, 24 KIn. N.E. of Balurghat, 8. ii. 1970; 5 exs., 
Stn. 16, River Atrai at ~ugleegunj, 10 Km north of Balurghat, 10 .ii. 19~Q. 

Distribution. -Throughout India; Pa.kistan; Bangladesh. 

32. Garra annandalei Hora 

1921. Ga~ra annandale; Hora, Rec. Indian MilS., 22, p. 657 (type locality, Assam). 

Material. -13 exs., Stn. '32, River Balasan at Digana near 
Panighata, 32 Km. N. W. of SiJiguri. 

Distribution. -India: Darjeeling; W. Bengal; Assam along base of 
hills. 

33. Garea gotyla (Gray) 

1832-33. Cypr;nus gotyla Gray, Ill. Ind. zool. Hardwicki, 2, pI. 88, figs. 3, 31 
(type locality, Northern India). 
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Material. -1 ex., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri fish market, purchased, 14. 
it: 1970; 6 exs., Stn. 24, River Teesta Western bank, Teesta bridge, 
12 Km. N.E.\lf Jalpaiguri, 15. ii. 1970; 1 ex., StD. 29, Bagdogra fi~h 
market, purchased, 19. ii. 1970; 76 exs., Stn. 32, River Balasan at 
Dipna, near Panighata, 32 Km N. W. of Siliguri, 21. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. -India, along the Himalayan foot hiIJs; Pakistan: 
W. Puojab. Bangladesh. 

Remarks.-Menon (1964) gave the features of the "lamta" complex 
to which this species belongs. The horny tubercles on the snout are 
amnged in a bilaterally symmetrical pattern. In th", adult, four tubercles 
are present on either side of the nostrils, six on each side above angle 
of mouth, 9 or 10 on top of snout tip or the proboscis. In the juveniles 
also the same pattern exists, but the number of tubercles is less. 

Besides the tubercles, a transverse groove across the top of the snout 
is also present. The base of branched fin rays does not have any dark 
spots. AU are uniformly ctment grey in colour with the ventral surface 
dull yellowish. 

A few specimens were kept alive in rock pool in River Balasan at 
Digana. They were observed to SClap the bottom with their lips, wj~h 
tho body at an inciined angle, and very rarely they remained horizontal. 
However, when they wtre placed in a pool with a sandy bottom and 
aides, they buded themseves in the sand at the bottom. 

This speci~s is most clos~ly related to G. mullya (Sykes) with which 
it is often confused alsc. It may be reiterated here that G. mlfllya is
now restricted to Peninsular India, and is separated by the relative posi 
tion of the vent in relation to the place of insertion of pelvic and anal 
Ins. 

34. Labeo b,ata (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus bata Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 283, 386 (type locality, rivers 

and ponds of Bengal). 

Material. ~2 exs., Stn. 17, River Atra1, Kumalgunj, 11. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. -India: nor th of the Kri~hna river system; 
Bangladesh. 

35. Labeo boga (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus boga Hanlilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 286, 386, pI. 28, fig. 80 (type 

locality, Brahmaputra). 

Material. -1 ex., Stn. 4., River Purnabhava, at Kenpukur viJIage, 
16. Km S.E. cf MaIda, 31. i. 1970; 5 exs., Stn. 14, River Jamuna at 
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Hilli village, 24 Km N .E. of Balurgh~t, 8. H. 1970; 2 e~s., Stn. 17, RivOl 
Atrai, Kumargunj, 11. ii. 1970; 5 ex.s., Stn. 18, River Atrai at Balurghat, 

12. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. -Throughout India; Pakistan; Bangladesh; Burma. 

36. Labeo calbasu (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprilllls co/basil Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 297, 387, p. 2, fig. 83 (tyPi 
locality, Rivers and ponds of Bengal and Western provinces). 

Material. -1 ex., StD. 2, Bulbulchandi on bank of R. Tengan, 
20 Km S.E. of MaIda, purchased, 31. i. 1970; 1 e)C., Stn. 4, River Purna· 
bhava, at Kenpuku~r village, 31. i. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 6, Aihoo ViIJage~ 
purchased, 1. ii. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 14, River Jamuna at HilJi Village. 
24 Km N.E. or Balurghat, 8. ji. 1970. 

Distribution. -Throughout India; Pakistan; Bangladesh; Burma; 
Thailand. 

37. Labeo gonius (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus gonius Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 292, 387 (type locality. 
freshwater rivers and ponds of Bengal). 

Material. -1 ex., Stn., 14, River Jamuna at Hilli village, 24 K.m 
N.E. of Balurghat, 8. li. 1970. 

Distribution. -India: E. Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Bengal, 
Assam. Burma; Bangladesh. 

38. Osteobrama cotio cotio (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprillus colio Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 339 pI. 39, fig. 93 (type locality, 
ponds and ditches of Bengal). 

Material. -7 exs., Stn. 5, confluence of Tengan with R. Mahananda 
at Aihoo village, 16 Km S. E. of MaIda, 1. ii. 1970. 14 exs., Stn. 9; River 
Mahananda at Adampur vil1age, 10 Km. S.E. of MaIda; 3 exs., Stn. 11, 
River Mahana.oda at MaIda, 5. ii .. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 14, River Jamuna 
at Hilli village, 24 Km N.E. of Balurghat, 42 exs., Stn. 18, River, Atrai 
at Balurghat, 12. ii. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 24, River Teesta, Western Bank 
at Teesta Bridge, 12 Km N. E. of Jalpaiguri, 15. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. -India, North of Krishna river system; Pakistan: 
W. Punjab. Bangladesh; Burma; China. 

Ret1tarks. -All anal fin rays are streaked with black dots. A random 
count of ana fin rays (both branched and simple) showed as below: 

Stn. 5 7 exs. 39 to 55 mm SL 30-32 rays 
Stn. 9 14 exs. 30 to 56 rom SL 29-32 
Stn. 18 10 exs. ( out of 42 ) 23 to 36 mm SL 29-30 
Stn. 24 2 exs. 44 & 55 mm SL 28, 30 
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Silu (1952) d.i.trerentiated the peninsular form as a separate variety. 
TI&i apocimons under report however belong to the nominate form. 

39. Semiplotus semiplotus McClelland 

1839. CyprinuJ JemiploluS McClelland, Asial. Res. 19. p. 274, fig. 20 (type 
locality Brahmaputra in Upper Assam). 

Matetiai. ~ I ex., Stn. 24, River Teesta, Western bank at Teesta 
blIdp, 12 Km N. E. of Jalpaiguri, 15. ii. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 32, River 
llllsan at DigaBa near Panighata, 32 Km N. W. of Siliguri, 21. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. -India: along Terai Duars, N. Benga), Assam; 
~a. 

40. Crossocheilus latins latius (Hamilton) 

1-822. Cyprinlls latitus Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 345, 393 (type locality, the 
Teesta). 

Material. -1· ex., Stn. 2, River Tengan at Bulbulchandi, 20 Km 
~, B. of 'MaIda, 31. i. 1970; 6 exs., Stn. 10, River Kalindri at village 
Ratua, 38 Km N. W. of MaIda, 4. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 13, Balurghat 
flah market, purchased, 8. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 16, River Atrai at Pug]ee 
pnj, 10 Km. North of Balurghat, 10. ii. 1970; 18 exs., Stn. 18, River 
Atnai 'at Balurghat, 12., ii. 1970; 8 exs., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri fish market 
purchased, 14. ii. 1970; 14 exs., Stn. 32, River Balasan at Digana near 
Panighata, 32 Km N. W. of Siliguri 21. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. ~India: hill streams from plains level to 600 m. 
of U.P., Bihar, W. Bengal, Deccan; Paki~tan; ~angladesh. 

Remarks. -Mukerji (1934) ably discussed the variations met with
in this species, in different geographical areas of its habitat. The 
Assamese and Burmese forms are reported to have only 8 scales in a 
Jransverse series (4!/31) and 15 or 16 round the caudal peduncle; the 
_d length is stated to contain 4.3 to 4'.8 times in the stand'lrd length. 
The material examined by me agree well with these findings of Mukerji. 

,All examples ha:ve a black streak along mid-line of body, Specimens 
collected in River Balasan at Digana, however lack the black band. 
it may be mentioned that Balasan is a hill stream with a rocky bottom. 

Family V. PSILORHYNCHIDAE 

41. Psilorhynchns balitora (Hamilton) 

1822. CyprilJus balitora Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 348, 394 (type locality, 
rivers in north~east of Bengal). 

Material.-2 exs., Stn. 24, River Teesta Western bank at Teesta 
~riclget Jalpaiguri, 17. ii. 1970; 5 exs.,' Stn. 29, Bagdogra fish market, 
purchased, 19. ii. 1970. 

Z. S, .17 
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Distribution.-India: along the foot hill mountains of E. Hima .. 
laya in W. Bengal, Assam; Bangladesh. 

42. PsiIorhYDchus sucatio (Ham.) 

1822. Cyprillus sucatio Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 347, 393 (type locality. 
rivers of Northern Bengal). 

1933. Psilorhynchus sucatio, Mukerji, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 36 pp. 823-828. 

Material.--l ex., Stn., 18, River, Atrai at Balurghat, 12. ii. 1970; 
3 exs., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri fish market, 14. ii.1970; 5 exs., Stn. 20, Jalpaigud 
fish market, 14. ii. 1970; 5 exs., Stn. 24, River Teesta, Western bank 
at Teesta Bridge, 12 Km N.E. of Jalpaiguri, 15. ii. 1970; ~ eX5., Stn. 28, 
River Dharla at Mainaguri, 16 Km N.E. of Jalpaiguri, 16. ii. 1970; 
5 exs., Stn. 29, Bagdogra fish mg,rket, purchased, 19. H. 1970; 8 exs., 
Stn. 30, Khoribari fish m:lrket, 44 Km S.W. of SiIiguri, 20. iie 197v. 

Distribution.-India: hill streams of North Bengal. 

Remarks.-This is a more common species than P. balitora. The 
. colour spots on the pody as stated by I{ora and quoted by Shaw and 
Shebbeare (1918) are very diagnostic Hora (1921) described them as 
"broad, clouded vertic3.1 bands on the body and a number of stripes on 
the caudal fin''! 

Family VI COBITIDAE 

43. Lepidocephalichthys guntea (Hamilton) 

1822. Cobitis guntea Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp 353, 394. (type locality, ponds 
and fresh water _rivers of Bengal.) 

Material.-l ex., Stn. 5, confluence of Tengan river with Mahananda 
at Aihoo vjllage, 1. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 6, Aihoo ~illage fish market, 
purchased 1. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 11, River Mahananda at MaIda, 5. ii. 
1970; 1 ex., Stn. 16, River Atrai at Pugleegunj, 10 Km north o~ 
Balurghat, 10. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 26, River Dharla at Changrabhandha, 
40 Km S. E. of Jalpaiguri, 16. ii. 1970; 8 exs~, Stn. 29, Bagdogra fish 
market, purchased, 19. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 32, River Balasan, at Digana 
ne:!.r Panighata, 21. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: throughout North India; Pakistan and 
Bangladesh. 

44, Lepidocepbalichthys guntea balgara (Hamilton) 

1822. Cobitis balgara Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 356, 394 (type locality, 
Nathpur). 

Material.-3 exs., Stn. 18, River Atrai at Balurghat, 12. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: W. Bengal, Burma, North Bengal; 
Bangladesh. 
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R~mQ,ks.-The colour spots over the body is very characteristic 
ill this species. Three examples from Stn. 18, River Atrai at Balurghat 
are referable to the variety balgara of Day (1878, p. 609). These have 
the body colour pale brown, without any heavy spots. Faint black lines 
along centre of body are present. In two specimens the pelvic fins are 
inserted slightly in advance of the d0rsaI fin. 

45. Botia dario (Hamilton) 

1822. Cobilis dario Hamilton, Fish. Gallges, pp. 354, 394, pi 29, fig. 95 (type 
locality, northern rivers of Bengal). 

Material.-ll exs., Stn. 5, confluence of River Tengan with River 
I 

Mahananda at Aihoo village, 16 Km S.E. of MaIda, 1. ii. 1970; 5 exs., 
Stn. 13, Balurghat fish market, purchased, 8. ii. 1970; 23 exs., Stn. 18, 
River Atrai at Balurghat, 12. ii. 1970;· 4 exs., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri fish 
market, purchased, 14. ii. 1970; 1 eJC., ~tn. 29, Bagdogra fish market, 
purchased, 19 ii. 1970; 

Distribution.-India: U.P., Bihar,. W. Bengal, Assam. Bangladesh. 

Rtmarks.-. l"he number of bands on the body and on the caudal 
8JI" is variable. Most of the specimens examined have 7 bands on body 
and 2 on the caudal. In a lot of 26 examples examined only on~ had 
3. bands over the caudal and four had six bands over the body. 

46. Somileptes gongota (Hamilton) 

1822. Cohitis gongota Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 351, 394 (type Ideality, 
Northern Bengal towards mountains; Patgong in original notes). 

Maler;al.- 4 exs., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri fish market purchased, 14. ii. 
1970; 2 exs., Stn. 24, River Teesta, Western bank at Teesta Bridge, 12 Km 
N.E. or Jalpaiguri, IS. ii. 1970; 2 ex., Stn. 26, River Dharla at Changra
biwadha, 40 Km S.E. of Jalpaiguri, 16. ii. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 28, River 
Dharla at Mainaguri; 16 Km. N.E. of Jalpaiguri, near road bridge. 16. 
II. 1970. 

Distribution. -India: Bihar, W. Bengal, Assam; Bangladesh. 

Remarks. -In general 6 or 7 oblique blotches with light edges des
amd from the back in this species. Two examples 69 and 78 min in 
standard length from River DharJa at Minaguri have only five blotches, 
liahter in colour and placed irregularly, but the body is heavily 
pigmented. 

47. Noemacheilus botia (Hamilton) 

1822. Cobi!is hatia Hlmilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 350, 358, 394, 395 (type locality, 
Rivers of north eastemparts of Bengal). 
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Material. -2 exs., Stn. 9, River Mahananda at Adampur village, 
10 Km S.E., of MaIda, 3~ ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 10, River KaHndri at 
village Ratua, 38 Km N. W. of MaIda, 4. ii. 1970; 8 exs., Stn. 20, Jalpai
guri fish market, purchased 14. ii. 1970; 3 exs., Stn. 27, River laldhaka 
at Charchurabhandar, 28 Km N.E. of Jalpaiguri, 16. ii. 1970; 7 exs., 
Stn. 30, Khoribari fish market, 44 Km. s. W. of SiIiguri, 20. ii. 1970; 
2 exs., Stn. 32, River Balasan at Digana, near Panighata, 32 Km N.W. 
of SiligUli, 21. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-India; Pakistan;' Bangladesh; Sri Lanka. 

Renzarks. -The caudal fin has 4 or 5 bands in some of the exa~p]es 
studied from River Mahananda and Kalindri. The dorsal fin has 12 
rays in most sp~cimens. 

48. Noemacheilus botia aureus Day 

1878. Nellzachilus bOlla aureus Day, Fish. India, p. 614, pI. 156, fig. 4 (type 

locality, Assam). 

Material. -1 ex., Stn. 5, contluenze of River Tengan with Maha
nanda at Aihoo village, 16 Km S.E. of MaIda, 1. ii. 1970. 

Distribution -India: Deccan, Orissa, N. Bengal. 

49. Noemacheilus beavani Gunther 

1868. Nenzachilus beavani GUnther, Cat Fish. Brit. Mus., 7, p. 350 (type locality, 

Kosi river). 

Material. -3 exs., Stn.29, Bagdogra fish market, purchased, 19. ii. 
1970; 3 exs., Stn. 32, River Balasan at Digana near Panighata, 32 Km 
N. W. of Siliguri, 21. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. -India: Khasi, Garo hills, Eastern Himalaya an~ 
along foot hills, of N.E.F.A. 

Remarks. -Th~re are 8 to IJ bands on body_ No fleshy appendage 
is ~cen on the pectoral or pelvic axil as reported by Hora (1935). The 
dark band ~t the base of the caudal fin 'is distinct. 

50. Noemacheilus corica (Hamilton) 

1822. Cobitis corica Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 359, 395 (type locality, Kosi 

river). 

1964. Noenzacheilus corica, Jayaram & Majumdar, J .. Bombay nat. Hisl. Soc., 

61(2), p. 277. 

Material. -8 cxs ,Stll. 8, K3.hndri river at Kotwalce village, 9 Km 
N. W. to M 1.1 d 1., 2. ii. 1970; 1 e.{., Stn. 24, Teesta river near J alpaiguri" 
at Teesta bridge, 12 Km N.E. of Jalpaiguri, 16. ii. 1970. 
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Distribution. -India: Punjab, North-East Bengal, Assaln, 
N.B.F.A. 

Remarks. -The coloration is characteristic in this species. In the 
lingle example from River Teesta, 10 blotches are present over the body, 
the caudal fin is slightly forked, and the third and fourth pectoral fin 
ray produced reaching the pelvic fin. The examples from Kalindti river 
are juveniles 26 to 30 mm long, and have 9 to 12 spots along the dorsal 
profilo, but the pectoral fin rays are not produced. 

51. Noemacheilus zonatus (McClelland) 

1839. Schistura zonata McClelland, Asiatic researches, 19, pp. 308, 441, pI. 53, 
fig. 1 (type locality, Upper Assam). 

1962. Noemachei/us zonatus, Motwani, Jayaram & Sehgal, Tropical Ecology, 
3, p. 27. 

Material.-2 ex.s., Stn. 9, River Mahananda at Adampur village, 
10 K.m S.E. to MaIda, 3. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 18, River Atrai, at Balur
pat. 12. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: Jamuna, Ganga, Brahmaputra river system 
and extending upto Orissa in the south. 

Remarks.-The number of bands vary from 14 to 17. The lateral 
lino commencing from two roots is rather faint in the two examples fro~ 
Mahananda river. In all-other respects, the material agree with Day's 
(1878) description. Motwani, Jayaram and Sehgal (1962) discussed its 
difIDrontiating characters from N. sikmaiensis Hora with which it is 
closely related. 

Family VII BAGRIDAE 

52. Batasio batasio (Hamilton) 

1822. Pimelodus batasio Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 179, 377 (type locality. 
Teesta river, Jalpaiguri). 

Material.-54 exs., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri fish market, purchased, 
-14. ii. 1970; ·40 exs., Stn. 24, River Teesta, Western bank at Teesta 
Bridge, 12 Km N.E. of Jalpaiguri, 15 n. 1970. 

Distribution.-India : N. Bengal, Teesta river system. 

53. Batasio tengaDa (Hamilton) 

1822. Pime/odus tengana Hamilton, Fish. Ganges. pp. 176, 377, pI. 39, fig. 58 
(type locality, Brahmaputra river, Goalpara in original notes). 

Material.-80 exs., Stn. 32, Balasan river at Digana near Panighata, 
21. fi. 1970. 

Distribution. - India: hill streams along foot hills of Eastern 
Himalaya in North Bengal, Assam; Bangladesh; Burma; Malaysia. 



262 Records of the Zoological Survey of India 

54. Chandramara chandramara (Hamilton) 

1822. Pimelodus chaJldra/nara Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 162, 375 (type 

locality, River Atrai). 
1973. Chandranzara challdramara, Jayaram, Int. Revue ges. Hydrobiol., 5 (S) 

(1971) p. 816 (systematic position, description). 

Material.-12 exs., Stn 31, Bidhan Roy fish mC1rk~t, Siliguri, 
purchased, 21. ii. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 24, Jalpaiguri fish market, purchased, 
17. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. - India: Rivers Atrai, Mahananda, Tcesta, and 
their tribu taries in North Bengal; Bangladesh. 

Remarks. - The systematic position of this elusive bagrid fish' has 
been dealt with by Jayaram (1972, 1973). 

55. Mystus bleekeri (Day) 

1877. Macrones bleekeri Day, Fish. India, p. 451, pI. 101, fig. 1 (type locality, 

Sind, Jamuna, Upper waters of Ganges, Burma). 

Material.-41 exs., Stn. 2, Bulbulchandi fishmarket, purchased, 
reported catch from R. Tengan, 31. i. 1~70; 11 exs., Stn. 15, River 
Pumabhava at Gangarampur, 42 Km N. W. of Balurghat, 9. ii. 1970; 
21 exs., Stn. 16, River Atrai at Pugleegunj, 10 Km North of Balurghat, 
10. ii. 1970; 33 exs., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri fish market, purchased, 14. ii. 
1970. 

Distribution.-India: North of Orissa; throughout Pakistan; 
Bangladesh; Burma; Malaysia. 

56. Mystus cavasius (Hamilton) 

1822. Pimelodus cavasius Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 203, 379, pI. 11, fig. 6 
(type locality, larger rivers of Gangetic provinces). 

Material.-4 exs., Stn. 2, BuJbulchandi fish market, purchased, 
reported catch from River Tengari; 134 exs., Stn. 6, Aihoo village fish 
market, catch from River Tengan, I. H. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 9, Rivers 
Mahananda at Adampur village, 10 Km. S. E. of MaIda, 3. li. 1970,; 
10 exs., Stn. 14, River Jamuna at HiIIi Village, 24 Km N.E. of Balurghat, 
8. ii. 1970; 22 exs., Stn. 15, River Purnabhava at Gangarampur, ,42 Km 
~. W. of Balurghat, 9. H. 1970; 4 exs., Stn. 16, River Atrai at Pugleegunj, 
16 Km North of Balurghat, 10. ii. 1970; 50 exs., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri 
fish market, 14. ii. 1970; 4 exs., Stn. 24, River Teesta, western bank of 
Teesta bridge, 12 Km N. E. of Jalpaiguri, 16. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-Throughout India; Pakistan; Bangladesh; Burm'a; 
Thailand; Malaysia. 
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57. Mystus menoda (Hamilton) 

1822. Pi",elodus n,e"oda Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, p. 203, pI. 1, fig. 72 (type 

locality, Northern Bengal, Bolahat in original notes). 

M~/er;al.-l ex., Stn. 2, Bulbulchandi, purchased from fishermt:n 
bringing catch from River Tengan, 31. i. 1970; 3 exs., Stn. 6, Aihoo 
village fish market, purchased, 1. ii. 1970. 1 ex., Stn. 14, River Jamuna 
at Village Hilli, 24 Km N. E. of Balurghat, 8. ii. 1970. 

Distribulion.-India: Orissa, Bengal, Assam. 

58. Mystus tengara (Hamilton) 

1822. Pimelodus carcio Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, p. 377, pI. 23, fig.60 (type locality, 

nOlthern parts of Bengal). 

Material.-l ex., Stn. 5, confluence of River Tengan with River 
Mahananda, 16 Km S.E. of MaIda, 1. jj. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 24, River 
Tcosta, western bank at Teesta bridge, 12 Km N. E. of Jalpaigud, 
IS. li. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 29, Bagdogra fish market , purchased, 19. ii. 
1970; 28 exs., Sto. 30, Khoribari fish market, purchased, 44 Km 
S.W. of Siliguri, 20. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. - India: north of Orissa, Bangladesh. 

59. Mystus vittatus (Bloch) 

1797. Silurus vitlatuJ Bloch, Ichthyol. Hist. Nat., 11, p. 40, pI. 361, fig. 12 (type 

locality, Tranquebar, S. India). 

Material.-32 exs., Stn. 31, Bidhan Roy Market, Siliguri, purchased, 
21. ii 1970. 

Distribution.-Throughout India; Sri Lanka; Pakistan; Bangladesh ~ 
Burma; Thailand. 

Fami1y VIII SILURIDAE 

60. Ompok bimaculatus (Bloch) 

1797. Silurus binracu/atlls Bloch, S}st. leth, 11, p. 17, pI. 369 (type locality, 

Malabar). 

Material. -1 ex., Stn. 2, Bulbulchandi fish market, purchased from 
fishermen. catch from R. TengaJl, 31. i. 1970; 1 ex., Stn 3, Aihoo 
village, River T~ngan, 31. i. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 4, River Purnabhava at 
K.enpukur, 16 Km S. E. of MaIda, 31. i. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 8, Aihoo 
village 'bat', purchased 1. ji. 1970; 13 exs., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri fish 
market, purchastd, 14. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 24, River Teesta, western 
bank at Teesta bridge, 12 Km N.E. of J~lpaigurj, 15. ii. 1970; 2 exs., 
Stn. 30, Khoribari fish 'hat', purchased, 20. ii. 1970. 
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Distrihution.-Throughout India; Pakistan; Sri Lanka; Burma; 
Th~i1and; Malaysia; China. 

6 I. Ompok pabda (Hamilton) 

1822. Silurus pabda Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 150, 374, pI. 23, fig. 47 (type 

locality, Bengal). 

Material.-5 exs., Stn. 20, Jalpaig~ri fish market, purchased, 
14. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: North of Orissa; Bangladesh. 

Remarks.-Parameswaran et al. (1967) demonstrated that o. 
pabo and o. pabda are two distinct species, each having a separate life.;. 
history, though the former is of rare occurrence. 

Family IX SCHEILBEIDAE 

62. Ailia coila (Hamilton) 

1822. Malapterus coila Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 158, 375 (type locality, fresh 
water rivers of Bengal). 

Material.-l0 exs., StU. 5, confluence of River Tengan with River 
Mahananda, at Aihoo Village, 16 K.m S.E. of MaIda, 1. ii. 1970; 21 
exs., Stu. 8, River Kalindri at village Kotwalee, 2 Km N.W. of MaIda. 
2. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stu. 15, River Pumabhava at Gangarampur village, 
42 Km N. W. of Balurghat, 9. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 16, River Atrai at 
Pugleegunj, 10 Km North ofBaIurghat, 10. ii. 1970; 1 e9(;., Stn. 20, Jalpai
guri fish market, purchased, 14. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-Throught India except Kerala; Throughout Pakistan 
and Bangladesh. 

Remarks.-Jayaram (1963) discussed the affinities of this species 
with A. punctata (Day). 

63. Eutropichthys vacha (Hamilton) 

1822. Pimelodus vacha Hamilton Fish. Ganges, pp. 196, 378, pI. 19, fig. 6 (type 

locality, larger freshwater rivers of the Gangetic provinces). 

Material.-l ex., Stn. 2, Bulbulchandi, purchased from fishermen 
on the bank of River Teugan, 31. i. 1970; 4 exs., Stu. 10, River KaJindri 
at Village Ratua, 38 Km ofN.W. of MaIda, 1. n. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: North of Orissa; Bangladesh; Burma. 

64. Eutropiichthys muriuS (Hamilton) 

1822. Pimelodus mur(us Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 195, 378 (type locality, 
Mahananda river). 
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Malerial.-2 ex.s., Stn. 5, Confluence of River Tengan with River 
Kganuda at viUage Aihoo, 16 Km S.E. of Maida, I. ii. 1970. 

Distributioll.-India: North of Orissa; Bangladesh. 

65. Clupisoma garua (Hamilton) 

1822. Sil",us garua Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 156, 375, pI. 21, fig. 50 (type 

locality. freshwater rivers of the Gangetic provinces). 

Mllterial.-12 exs., Stn. 5, Confluence of River Tengan with River 
Mahananda at Aihoo village, 16 K.m S. E. of MaIda, 1. ti. 1970; 1 ex., 
Stn. 13, Balurghat fish market, purchased, 10. li. 1970; 7 e)Qs., Stn. 15, 
River Pumabhava at Gangarampur, 42 K.m N.W. of Balurghat, 9. ii. 
1970; 3 exs., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri fish market, purchased, 14. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: north of Orissa; Bangladesh; Burma. 

66. Clupisoina montana Hora 

1937. Clu'pisoma montana Hora, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 39(4), p. 673 (type 

locality. Teesta river, below Darjeeling). 

Material.-7 exs., Stn. 8, River Kalindri at village Kotwalee, 9 Km 
N.W. of Maida, 2. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: Teesta river system, North Bengal. 

Remarks.-Shaw and Shebbeare (1938) did not record this species. 

Family X AMBLYCIPITIDAE 

67. Amblyceps manaois (Hamilton) 

1822. Pimelodus /lul/Igois Hamilson, Fish. Ganges, pp. 199, 379 (type locality, 

Northern Bengal). 

Material.-2 exs., Stn. 29, Bagdogra fish market, purchased, 19. n. 
197{); 1 ex., Stn. 30, Khoribari fish 'hat', purchased, 20. n. i970; 2 exs., 
Stn. 32, River Balasan at Digana, near Panighata, 32 Km N.W. of 
Si1iguri, 21. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: along streams at the foot hills of Himalaya 
from Punjab to Manipur; Burma; Thailand. 

Family XI SISORIDAE 

68. Bagarius bagarius Hamiltollf 

1822. Pimelodus hagarius Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 186, 318, pI. 7, fig. 62 

(type locality, the Ganges). 

Mtlterial.-4 oxs., Stn. 13, Balurghat fish market, purchased, 12. ii. 
1970. 



266 Records of the Zoological Survey 0/ India 

Distribution.-India: north of Krishna river system; Pakistan: 
throughout; Bangladesh; Burma; Malaya; Malay; ArclUpeJago; 
Thailand; Loas; Vietnam. 

69. Gagata cenia (Hamilton) 

1022. Pimelodus cenia Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 174. 376, pI. 31, fig. 57 (type 

locality, Northern Bengal). 

Material.-6 exs., Stn·., 5, confluenze of River Tengan with River 
Mahananda at village Aihoo 16 KIn S.W. of MaIda 1. li. 1970; '1 exs., 
Stn. 9, River Mahananda at village, Adampur, 10 Km S.E. of MaIda, 
3. ii. 1970; 3 exs., Stn. 10, River Kalindri at village Ratua, 38 Km N.W. 
of MaIda, 4. H. 1970; 22 exs., Stn. 13, Balurghat fish market, purchased. 
catch from river Atrai, 8. n. 1970; 12 exs., Stn. 18, River Atrai, Balur
ghat, 12. li. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: north of Orissa; Bangladesh; Buma. 

70. Laguvia ribeiroi Hora 

1921. Laguvia ribeiroi Hora, Rec. Indian, Mus., 22, pp. 741, pI. 29 fig. 3 (type 
locality, River Kholia, a tributary of Teesta at JaIpaiguri). 

Materia/~-1 ex., Stn.28, R. Dharla at Mainaguri, 16 Km. N.E.-of 
Jalpaiguri, 16. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-India : N. Bengal. 

Remarks.-Jayaram (1973) discussed the generic status of this 
species and resurrected the genus from the synonymy of Glyptothorax 
Blyth. The specimen was obtainea by means of trap net from the Dharla 
river from a sluggish stretch of the stream. 

71. Nangra nangra (Hamilton) 

1822. Pimelodus nangra Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 193, 378, pI. 11, fig. 63 
(type locality, Kosi river, Nathpur in original notes). 

Material.-2 exs., Stn. 13, Balurghat fish market, purchased, catch 
from R. Atrai, 8. ii. 1970. 

Distrtbution.-India: Jamuna, Ganga, Indus. 

Remarks.-The two examples have a black streak along the lateral 
line and also a caudal spot. 

72. Nangra viridiscens (Hamilton) 

1822. Pimelodus viridescens Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 173, 376, pI. 11, fig. 56. 
(type locality, Northern Bengal). 
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],fallrial.-l ex., Stn. 9, River Mahananda at Adampur village 
JOb S.B. of Malda, 3. ii. 1970; 17 exs., Stn. 13, Balurghatfishmarket, 
purchased, catch from River Atrai, 8. ii. 1970; 25 exs., Stn. 16, River, 
Atrai at Pugieegunj, 10 Km North of BaJurghat, 10. ii. 1970, 9 exs., 
StD. 18, River Atrai at Balurghat, 12. ii. 1970. 

Dlslribution.-India: North Bengal, Jamuna at Delhi; Bangladesh. 

R,marks.-Shaw and Shebbeare (1938) did not record this species. 
Jayaram (1973a) resurrected this genus from the synonymy of Gagata 
BI_Dr and defined its generic limits. 

73. Erethistoides montana Hora 

1950. Er,thlsloides montana Hora, Ree. Indian MilS., 47, p. 191, pI. 1, figs. 10-12 
(type locality. Tangla, Darrang dist., Assam). 

Material.-2 exs., Stn. 26, R. Dharla at Changrabhandha, 40 Km. 
S. E. of Jalpaiguri, 16. ii. 1970. 

Dislribution.-India: North Bengal, Assam. 

Remarks.-Ereth is to ides montana Hora was collected along with 
Lap,la ,weiro; from a sluggish part of the River Dharla. Both share the 
same ecological niche and are peculiar. 

74. Hara hara (Hamilton) 

1122. Pimelodus hara Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, p. 190 (type locality, River Kosi). 

Mal,rial.-2 exs., Stn. 24, Riv~r Teesta, Western bank, at Teesta 
Briclp, 12 Km N.E. of Jalpaiguri, 15. ii. 1970. 

Di8Iribution.-India: Bihar, N. Bengal, Assam; Bangladesh; Burma. 

Remarks.-Trus species closely resembles Laguvia ribeiroi. Jayaram 
(1'73 b) discussed the relationship between the two genera and pointed 
out the differentiating characters. 

75. Glyptothorax telchitta (Hamilton) 

,,1822. Pime/odus Ie/chitta Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 185, 378 (type locality, 

Bengal and Bihar; Jungipur, Nathpur in original notes). 

Malerial.-3 exs., StD. 7, MaJda fish market, purchased, 2. ii. 1970; 
1 •• , Stn. 13, Balurghat fish market, purchased, 10. ii. 1970; 2 exs., 
SID. 30. Khoribari fish 'hat', 44 Km. S.W. of Siliguri, purchased, 20. ii. 
1m; 9 exs., Stn. 32, River Balasan at Digana near Panighata, 32 Km 
N.W. of Siliguri, 21. ii. 1970. 

Diltribulion.-India: U. P. , Bihar, N. Bengal; Banglade~h; N epa] · 
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76. Sisor rhabdophorus Hamilton 

1822. Slsor rhabdophorus Hanlilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 208, 379 (type locality, 
Northern rivers of Bengal and Bihar). 

Material.-I ex. Stn. 11, River Mahananda, MaIda,S. n. 1970., 

Distribution.-Illdia: generaJly North India; Throughout Pakistan; 
Bangladesh. 

Family XII HETEROPNEUSTIDAE 

77. Heteropneustes fosslis (Bloch) 

1797. Silurus fossilis Bloch, ~uslandische Fische, 11, pI. 370, text-fig. 2 (type 

locality, Tranquebar). 

M aterial.-2 exs., Stn. 3, R. Tengan at Aihoo village, 31. i. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: Throughout; Pakistan; Bangladesh; Sri Lanka; 
Nepal; Burma; Thailand. 

Family XIII SCIAENIDAE 

78. Jabnius coitor (Hamilton) 

1822. Bola coltor Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 75, 308, pI. 27, fig. 24. (type 

locality, Ganges, river). 

Material.-2 exs., Stn. 9, River Mahananda at Adampur village, 
3. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-Throughout the larger rivers of India descending to 
the sea at certain seasons. Bangladesh; Burma. 

Family XIV AMBASSIDAE 

79. Chanda baculis Hamilton 

1822. Chanda baculis _ Hamilton, Fish. Ga'1ges, pp. 112, 371 (type loc~lity, 
Ganges). 

Material.-3 exs., Stn. 28, R. Dharla at Mainaguri, 16 Km N. E. 
of J alpaiguri, 16. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: North of Orissa. Throughout Pakistan; 
Bangladesh; Burma; Thailand. 

Remarks.-The color is olive and no occipital spot is present. 

80. Chanda nama Hamilton 

1822. Chanda llal11a Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 109, 371, pI. 39, fig. 37 (type 

locality, ponds throughout Bengal). 

M aterial.-2 exs., Stn. 2, Bulbulchandi fislunarket, purchased, 
catch from River Tengan, 31. i. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 6, Aihoo village 'hat' 
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;»urchasod, 1. ii. 1970; 7 exs., Stn. 18, River Atrai at Balurghat, 12. ii. 
1970; 10 exs., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri fish market, purchased 14. ii. 1970; 
2 OD., Stn. 24, River Teesta, Western bank near Teesta Bridge, 12 Km 
N. E. of Jalpaiguri, 15. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 28, River Dharla at Maina
gun, 16 Km N.E. of JaJpaiguri, 16. ii. 1970. 

Dislribution.-Throughout India; Pakistan; Bangladesh; Burma. 

Remarks.-The lateral line in all the specimens studied is indistinct. 
The black spot behind the operc]e is also present. Some sp'ecimens have 
• blotch on the dorsal fin. Howe\'er, the seven examples from Stn. 18, 
25·39 mm long, have no opercular spot. 

81. Chanda ranga Hamilton 

1822. Chanda rallga Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 13, 371, pI. 16, fig. 38 (type 
locality, freshwater rivers of Gangetic provinces). 

Malerial.-15 exs., Stn. 9, River Mahananda at Adampur village, 
10 Km. S. E. of MaIda, 3. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 10, River Kalindri at 
village Ratua, 38 Krn N. W. of Maida, 4. ii. 1970; 1 e",. Stn. 13, Balurgh 
at fish market, catch from River Atrai, 8. ii. 1970; 4 exs., Stn. 14,. 
~ver Jamuna at Hilli village, 24 Km N.E. of Balurghat, 8. ii. 1970; 
32 CIS., Stn. 18, River Atrai at Balurghat, 12. ii. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 24, 
ltiver. Teesta, Western bank at Teesta Bridge, 12 Km N.E. of 
Jalpaiguri, 15. ii. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 26, River Dharla at Changra
bhandha, 40 Km S.E. of Jalpaiguri, below road bridge, 16. ii. 1970; 
2oxs., Stn. 28, River Dharla at Mainaguri, 16 Km N.E. of Jalpaiguri, 
Deaf road bridge, 16. ii. 1970. 

Distribulion.-Throughout India; Pakistan; Bangladesh; Burma; 
Thailand; Malaya. 

Remarks.-The 32 specimens from Stn. 18, River Atrai, Balurghat 
form a good series, 17 to 30 mm in st3:ndard length. The dark spot on 
the dorsal fin is present. The spot on either side of the occipital crest
become coalesced in the smaller specimens. Similarly in the juveniles 
~e .pper caudal lobe is longer. 

Family XV NANDIDAE 

82. Nandus nandus (Hamilton) 

1822. Coius /wndus Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, p. 96, pI. 30, fig. 32 (type locality, 
ponds of Gangetic provinces). 

Material .. -2 exs., Stn. 14, River Jarnuna at Hilli village, 24 K.m 
/ 

N.E. of Balurghat, 8. ii. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 26, River Dharla at Changr~-
bhandha, 40 Km S.E. of Jalp:liguri, 16. ii. 1970; 1 ex., ·Stn. 30, Khoribari 
'lib. 'hat,' purchased, 20. ii. 1970; 2 exs., Stn. 32. River Balasan at 
Iligana near Panighatta,' 32 Km N.W. of Siliguri, 21. ii. 1970. 
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Distribution.-Throughout India; Pakistan; Bangladesh; Burmaj 
Thailand; Malaya. 

83. Badis badis (Hamilton) 

1822. Labrus badis Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 70, 368, pI. 25, fig. 23 (type 

locality Gangetic provinces). 

Material.-2 exs., Stn. 29, Bagdogra fish market, purchased, 19. ii. 
1970; 1 ex., Stn. 30, Khoribari fish 'hat', 44 km S. W. of Siliguri, pur
chased, ?o. ii .. 1970. 

Distributio1'l.-Throughout India, Pakistan, Bangladesh; Burma. 

Family XVI GOBIIDAE 

84. Glossogobius giuris giuris (Hamilton) 

1822. Gobius giuris Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 51, 368, pI. 33, fig. 15 (typo 
localty, ponds and freshw~ter rivers of the Gangetic provin~s). 

Material.-7 exs., Stn. 2, Bulbulchandi on bank of River'Tengan,.' 
20 km S.E. of MaIda, purchased, 31. n. 1970; 1 eJW., Stn 5, contIuence 
of River Tengan with Rivers Mahananda at Aihoo village, 16 Ian 
S.E. of Maida, 1. ii. 1970; 10 exs., Stn. 9, River Mahananda at Adampur 
village, 10 km S.E. of MaIda, 3. n. 1970; 5 exs., Stn. 10, River KaJindri, 
at village Ratua, 38 km N. W. of MaIda, 4. ii. 1970; 4 exs., Stn. 11~ 
Rive·r Mahananda at MaIda, 5. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 16, River Atrai ~t 
Pugleegunj, 10 km North of Balurghat, 10. li. 1971l; 4 exs., Stn. 20, 
Jalpaiguri fish market, purchased, 14. n. 1970; 3 exs., Stn. 24, River 
Teesta, Western Bank, at Teesta Bridge, 12 km N.E. of Jalpaiguri, 
15. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. - Throughout India, Pakistan, Bangladesh; Burma; 
Ceylon; East and South coasts of Africa, Maurtitius, Malaya; 
Malay Archipelago; Thailand; China; Japan; Philippines; Melanesia; 
Polyneisa; Australia. 

Remarks.-This is a highly variable species. Specimens less than 
40 mm in standard length have practically no interorbital Silace, and the 
space is measurable only in larger specimens. Most examples have a 
plain anal fin. The largest example 97 mm long has 3 or 4 dark blotches 
on the body. 

Family XVII.' MASTOCEMBELIDAE 

85. Mastoeembelus armatus armatlis (Lacepede) 

1800. Macrognathus armatus Lacepede, Hist. nat. poiss., 2, pp. 283, 284 (type 
locality, not given). 
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Mtlter;Q!.-1 ex., Stn. 2, Bulbulchandi fish market, purchased from 
fiIbInnen on bank of R. Tengan, 31. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri 
fish market, purchased, 14. ii. 1970; I ex., Stn. 24, Teesta river western 
but at Tecsta bridge, 12 km N. E. of Jalpaiguri, 16. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. - Throughout India; Pakistan; Bangladesh; Sri Lanka; 
B1arma; Thailand; Malaya; Hainan. 

86. Mastocembelus pancalus (HamiJton) 

1822. Macrognathus pancalus Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 30, 364, (type locality 
tanks of the Gangetic provinces). 

Material. -4 exs., Stn. 2, Bulbulchandi fish market, purchased from 
8Ihermen on bank of R. Tengan, 31. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 11, River Maha
IlI8da at MaIda, 5. ii. 1970; 1 ex., St. 30,'Khoribari fish 'hat', purchased 
28. ti. 1970. 

Distribution. - Throughout India, Pakistan, Bangladesh. 

87. Macrognathus aculeatum (Bloch) 

1117. Ophidium aculeatuI1' Bloth, Natllrg Auslalldisch Fisehe.,5, p. 60., pI. 159, 

81.2 (type locality, East Indies). 

Material.-4 exs., Stn. 2, Bulbulchandi fish market, purchased from 
lsUrmen on bank of River Tengan, 31. i. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 14, River 
Jamuna at Hilli Village, 24 km N.E. to Balurghat, 8. ii. 1970; 1 ex., 
Stat 20, lalpaiguri fish market, purchased, 14. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. - Throughout India; Pakistan; Bangladesh; Burma; 
Thailand; Malaya; Malay Archipe]ago: Viet-Nam; China. 

Family XVIII TETRAODONTIDAE 

88. Tetraodon cutcutia Hamilton 

1822. Tetration euteutia Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp: 8, 362, pI. xviii, fig. 3 (type 

locality, Nathpur). 

Material. - 3 exs., Stn. 6, Aihoo vil'lage 'hae purchased, 1. ij. 1970; 
..... Stn. 9, River Mahananda at Adampur village, 10 km S.E. of 
'Maida; 1 ex., Stn. 20, JalpJ.iguri fish market, purchased, 14. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: freshwaters of Orissa, Bengal, Assam; 
Iiqladesh. 

Family XIX OSPHRONEMIDAE 

89. Colis a chona (Hamilton) 

1822. TrkhoPtJdus chuna Hamilton, Fish. ,Ganges, pp. 121, 372 (type locality, 

Ooalpara). 
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Material.-l ex., Stn. 2, Bulbulchandi, purchased from fishetmeD 
on bank of R. Tengan, 31. i. 1970. 

Distribution.-India: Bengal, Assam; Bangladesh. 

90. Colisa fasciatus (Bloch & Schneider) 

1801. Trichogaster fasciatus Bloch & Schneider, Syst. [chlh., p. 164, pI. 36 (typO 

locality, Bengal). 

Material.-l ex., Stn. 14, River Jamuna at Hil1i village, 24 km 
N. E. of Balurghat, 8. li. 1970; 3 exs., Stn. 30, Khoribari fish 'hat', 
44 Km S.W. of Siliguri, 20. ii. 1970. 

Distribution.-Throughout India; Bangladesh; Burma. 

91. Colisa latius (Hamilton) 

1811. Trichopodus latius Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 120, 372 (type locality, 

Goalpara). 

Material. -5 exs., Stn. 30, Khoribari fish 'hat', 44 km S.W. of 
Siliguri, 20. ii. 1910: 

Distribution. -India: North India, along Ganga, Jamulla,lndua: 
rilter systems. Pakistan: Sind. 

92. Ctenops nobilis McClelland 

1839. Cteno..ps nobilis McClelland, Calcutta J. nat. Hisl., 5, p. 281, pI. 21, fig. 1 

(type locality, rivers at the Sikkim passes on the northern frontier of Bengal). 

Materials. -1 ex., Stn. 1], River Mahananda at MaIda, 5. H. 1970; 
11 exs., Stn. 13, Balurghat fish market, purchased, 8. ii. 1970; 7 exs., 
Stn. 18, River Atrai at Balurghat, 12. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. -India: N.E. BengaJ, Assam; Bangladesh. 

Remarks. -The example from StD. 20, JaJpaiguri fish market is 
brown with many bla~k dots; no silvery line is pr~sent. The pectora) 
fin is elongated. 

Family XX BELO~IDAE 

93. Xeneutodon cancila (Hamilton) 

1822. Esox cancHa Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 213, 380,· pl. 27, fig. 70 (typo 

locality, ponds and smaller rivers of ·the Gangetic provinces). 

Material. -. 7 exs., Stn. 5, confluence of River Tengan with River 
Mahananda at Aihoo Village, 16 km S E of MaIda, 1. ii. 1970; 2 exs., 
Stn. 10, River KaHndri at village Ratua, 38 km N.W. of Maida, 4.ii.1970. 

Distribution. -Throughout India, Pakistan; Bangladesh; Sri Lanka 
Burma; Thailand; Malaya .. 
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Family XXI CYPRINODONTIDAE 

94. Aploeheilus panchax (Hamilton) 

1822. Eseos panchax Hamlton, Fish. Ganges, pp. 211, 380, pI. 3, fig. 69 (type 
locality, ditches and ponds of Bengal). 

Material. -2 exs., Stn. 17, River Atrai at Gopalgunj, 25 Ion North 
of Balurghat, 11. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. -I ndia: North of Orissa. Pakistan; Bangladesh 
Burma: Sri Lanka; Malaya; Malay Archipelago; Thailand. 

Family XXII O~HIOCEPHALIDAE 

95. Channa punctatus (Bloch) 

,1793. Opllicepha!us punclatus Bloch, Naturg. Ausland. fisch., 7, p. 139, pl. 358 
(type locality, Malabar Coast). 

Material. -5 exs., Stn. 2, Bulbulchandi fish 'hat', purchased from 
fishennen on the bank of R. Tengan, 31. i. 1970; 1 e~., Stn. 3, Aihoo 
village on bank of R. Tengan, purchased 31. i. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 9, River 
Mahananda at Adampur village, 10 km S.E. of MaIda, 3. ii. 1970; 2 exs., 
River laldhaka at Charchurabhanciar, 28 km N.E. of Jetlpaiguri, 16. ii. 
1970. 

Distribution. -Throughout India; Pakistan; Bangladesh; Sri Lanka; 
Burma; Malaya; China; Tahiti; Polynesia. 

Family XXIn MUGILIDAB 

96. MugU corsula Hamilton 

1822. Mugil corsula Hamilton, Fish. Ganges, PP. 221, 381, pl. 9, fig. 97 (type 
locality, rivers of the Gangetic provinces and in the southern parts of 
Bengal). 

Material. -37 exs., Stn. 14, River Jamuna at village Hilli, 24 km 
N. E. of Balurghat, 8. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 15, River Pumabha va at 
Gangarampur vjllage n~ar road bridge, 9. ii. 1970; 3 exs., Stn. 16, River 
Atrai at Pugleegunj, 10 km North of Balurghat, 10. ii. 1970; 7 exs. 
Stn. 18, River Atrai at Balurghat, 12. ii. 1970; 1 ex., Stn. 20, Jalpaiguri 
fish market, purchased, 14. ii. 1970. 

Distribution. -India: Rivers and· estuaries of Bengal. Bangladesh: 
Burma. 

Remarks. -Shaw and Shebbeare (1938) did not record this species. 

SUMMARY 

A taxonomic account of 96 species of fishes collected during a survey 
of North Bengal districts in February 1970 is presented in this paper. 
or these 17 ar~ new records, the most noteworthy being the rediscovery 
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of Pimelodus chandramara Hamilton, the elusive Bagrid which has been 
collected and reported for the first time subsequent to its original des
cription by Hamilton 150 years ago. Notes on variations, and ecological 
observations are given wherever necessary. 
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