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ICHTHYO-FAUNA 'OF GARO HILLS, MEGHALAYA 
(INDIA) 

By 
R. S. PILLAI* AND G. M. YAZDANl+ 

Eastern Regional Station, Zoological Surl'ey of India, ShillolJg 

(With 1 Text-figure) 

INTRODUCTION 

Apart from a few brief papers ( Hora, 1924; 1925, Dey and Singh, 
1967) and some scattered references by Day ( 1889) in the Fauna of 
British India which altogether constitute a small percentage of its fish 
fauna, there is as yet no faunistic work on the fishes of Garo Hills. 
Menon ( 1962) in his distributional list of fishes of Himalaya') has 
indi~ated the pattern of fish distribution from the various' drainage 
systems of the Himalayan regions. An assessment of the fish wealth 
of Garo Hills, however, is not possible from t~js account. 

Garo Hills District, a small tract of land whi~h forms the western 
district of the newly formed state of Meghalaya has a total area of 8163 
Square Kilonletres. The greater portion of the district .consists of 
hills which are ·low in the north, gradually increasing in height to a 
range of mountains called the Tura Hills, the highest peak of which 
,is about 1400 metres high. But the general elevation of the district 
. varies from 400 metres upwards. Rainfall averages yearly froln 250 
to 350 cm. Sal and bamboo forests cover large tracts of the di:itrict. 

The material on which this report is based has been accumulating 
in the Eastern Regional Station of the Zoological Survey of India, 
Shillong for the past seven years and has been brought together by the 
three surveys indicated below :-

( 1) Garo Hills Survey, Feb.-March, 1965 by Shfi A. S. Rajagopa1. 

(2) Garo Hills Survey, Feb. 1971 by Dr. G. M. Yazdani. 

( 3) Garo Hills Survey~ April, 1971 by Dr. R. S. PiliaL 

• Present Address: Southern Reg.iona1 Station, Zoological Survey 'of. India, 
Madras-4. (Tamil Nadu). 

+ 
" " 

Western Regional Station, Zoological Survey of India, 
Poona-16. (Maharashtra). 
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The bulk of the material ( roughly 95% ) has been collected by the 
two later surveys. A total of 45~ specimens, belonging to 59 species 
and 36 genera have been examined by us. The various localities w~ich 
yielded these collections are listed below and indicated in the map 
(Text-fig. 1). Although more intensive surveys of the district are 
likely to increase the number of species further, we believe that more 
than 800/0 of the ichthyo-fauna of Garo Hills is represented in the 
present collections. 
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Text-fig. 1. - Map of Garo Hills showjng the 19 collecting stations. The serial 
numbers correspond to the localities listed under "List of Collec
ting Stations. " 

Three species of fishes recorded in literature as occurring in Garo 
I-liJ1s are J.1ot represented in OUl collc(;tion. They arc Aborichthys 
garoensls (Hora, 1925), PsiiorhYllchus sllcalio (Hora., 1925) and Noe
I1lacheilus lnontallUS (Dey and Singh, 1967). These included, the 
total number of s.pecies known so far froln Garo Hills stands at 62. 
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Barring a few species which are indicated under the systematic 
account all form new locality records for Garo Hills. All the species 
dealt with under' Systematic Account' have been arranged systemati
'cally giving under each species important synonyms, number of exam
ples ex~mined, size range in total length, collecting localities, name of 
collector, date of col1ection and its geographical distribution. 

We are grateful to the Director, Zoological Survey of India, for 
giving us the opportunity to work out the fish fauna of Garo Hills. 
Our thanks are due to Dr. A. G. K. Menon for his help. 

LIST OF COLLECTING STATIONS 

A total of 19 stations in Garo Hills from where fi5h collections 
were made are listed below. These serial numbers have been indicated 
in the map (Text-fig. 1 ). 

1. Amuka village, 1 Km. from Baghmara. 

2. Barabil River near Rajabola. 

3. Bamandanga stream, 10 Km. W. of Phulbari. 

4. Dabigiri, 5 KIn. from Baghmara. 

S. Dainadubi forest, 9 Km. S. of Dudhnai. 

6. Damra, 6 Km. S. of Dudhnai. 

7. Darugiri stream, 5 Km. S. of Forest Bungalow. 

8. Gingiram River, 3 Km. from Phulbari. 

9. Ho]aidanga nulIah, 19 Km. W. of Phulbari. 

10. Khamari village beel, 22 Krn. W. of Phulbari. 

11. Phulbari, River near Inspection Bungalow. 

12. Rongugunt stream, 1 Km. E. of Darugiri Fore3t Inspection 
Bungalow. 

13. Rongjeng, 10 Km. E. of Darugiri Forest Bungalow. 

14. Rongnobak River, 9 Km. S. of Tura. 

15. Rongram River, 15 Km. W. of Tura. 

16. Rongsong River, 17 Km. W. of Tura. 

11. Siju Cave, stream flowing out of the entrance. 

18. Singhara River, 8 Km. W. of Phulbari. 

19. Someswari River, at Baghmara. 

LIST OF' FISHES FROM GARO· HILLS 

The S9 species which have been examined by us are listed below. 
Three more species are known from Garo Hills in pubHshed literature 
( see Introduction). The general classification of fishes adopted here is 
.that of Greenwood, Rosen, Weitzman and Myers ( 1966 ). 
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Class TEL.EOSTOMJ 

Order CLUPEIFORMES 

Family CLUPEIDAE 

Genus (1) Gudusia Fowler 

1. Gudusia chapra ( Hain. ) 

Order CYPRIN1FORMES 

Family CYPRINIDAE 

Genus (2) ·Oxygasler Van Hasselt 

2. Oxygaster bacaifa ( Ham. ) 

Genus (3) Barilius Hamilton 

3. Barilius bari/a Ham. 

4. Barilius barna (Ham.) 

S. Barilius bandelisis (Haul.) 

6. Bari/ius bola (Ham.) 

Genus (4) Danio Hamilton 

7. Danio aequipinnatu$ (1vlcClclland) 

8. Danio dangila (Ham.) 

9. Danio devario ( Ham. ) 

10. Danio (Brachydanio ) rerio ( Hanl. ) 

Genus (5) Esomus Swainson 

11. Esomus danrica (Ham. ) 

Genus (6) Rasbora Bleeker 

12. Rasbora danicol1ius (Ham.) 

Genus (7) Acrossocheilus Oshima 

13. Acrossocheilus hexagollolepis (McClelland) 

Genus (8) Alnblypharyngodon Bleeker 

14. Amblypharyngodon mola (Ham.) 

Genus (9) C;os50cheilus V Hass. 

15. Crossocheilus latius la/ius (Ham.) 

Genus (10) Chagunius H. M. Smith 

16. G"hagunius chagullio (Ham.) 

Genus (t I) Labeo ell vier 

17 Labeo boga (Hanl.) 

1 B. Lobeo calbasli (Han1.) 

19. Labeo gonius (Hanl.) 
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20. Lobeo pangllsia (Ham.) 

Genus (12) PUlltius Hamilton 

21. Punlius ehola (Hanl.) 

22. Punlius saran a (Ham.) 

23. Puntius sophore (Ham.) 

24. Puntius tielo (Ham.) 

Genus (13) Tor Gray 

25. Tor tor (Ham.) 

Family COBITIDAE 

Genus (14) Botia Gray 

26. Botia dario (Ham.) 

Genus (15) Lepidocephalichthys Bleeker 

27. Lepidocephalichthys annandale; Chaudhuri 

28: Lepidoeephalichth)'s guntea (Ham.) 

29. Lep;doeephalichthys menon; Pillai & Yazdani. 

Genus (16) Noelnacheilus Van Hass. 

30. Noemacheilus botia (Ham.) 

31. Noemacheilus multifasciatus Day 

32. Noemacheilus scaturig;na (McClelland) 

33. Noemac:heilus sikmaiensis Hora 

Genus (17) Somileptes Swainson 

34. SOlnileples eangota (Ham.) 

Order SILURIFORMES 

Family SILURIDAE 

Genus (18) Ompok Laeepede 

35. Ompok bbnacuiatus (Bloch) 

Family BAGRIDAE 

Genus (19) M ystus ScopoIi 

36. Mystus cavasius (Ham.) 

37. Mystus vittatus (Bloch) 

Family AMBLYCEPIDAE' 

Genus (20) Amb/yceps Blyth 

38. Amh/yceps mangois (Ham. ) 

Family OLYRIDAE 

Genus (21) O/yra McClelland 
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39. Olyra horae (Prasad & Mukerji) 

Family SISORIDAE 

Genus (2·2) Glyptothorax Blyth 

40. Glyptothorax cavia (Ham.) 

Genus (23) Hara Blyth 

41. Rara hara (HaITI.) 

Family H~TEROPNEUSTIDAE 

Genus (24) Heteropneustes Muller 

42. Heteropneustes fossilis (Bloch) 

Family CLARIIDAE 

Genus (25) Clarias Gronov 

43. Clarias batrachus (Lin.) 

Order ATHERINIFORMES 

Family BELONIDAE 

Genus (26 ) Xenentodon Regan 

44. Xenentodon canciia (Ham. ) 

Order CHANNIFORMES 

Family CHANNIDAE 

Genus (27 ) Channa 

45. Channa orient aUs Bl. & Schn. 

46. Channa punctata (Bloch) 

47. Channa steM-'artif ( Playfair) 

Otder PERCIFORMES 

Family CENTROPOMIDAE 

Genus (28 ) Amhassis 

48. Ambassis baculis (Ham.) 

49. Ambassis nama (Ham.) 

SO. Ambassis ranga (Ham.) 

Family NANDIDAE 

Gronov 

Cuvier 

Genus (29) Badis Bleeker 

51. Badis badis ( Ham. ) 

Genus (30) Nandus Cuvier 

52. Nandus nandus (Ham.) 

Family ANABANTIDAE 

Genus (31) Anabas Cuvier 
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53. Anabas testudineus (Bloch) 

Genus (32) Co lisa Cuvier and Valencicnn0s 

54. Colisa fasciata (Bl. & Schn. ) 

Family- GOBIIDAE 

Genus (33) Glossogobius GiJl 

55. Glossogobius giuris (Ham.) 

Order MASTACEMBELIFORMES 

Suborder MASTACEMBELOIDEI 

* Genus (34) Pillaia Yazdani 

56. Pillaia indica Yazdani 
Family MASTACEMBELIDAE 

Genus (3S) Mastacembelus ScopoJi 

57. Mastacembelus armatus .( Lacep. ) 

58. kfastacembelus pancalus (Ham.) 

Order TETRAODONTIFORMES 

Family TETI\AODONTIDAE 

Genus ( 36) Tetraodon L. 

59. Tetraodon cutcutia Ham. 

SYSTEMATIC ACCOUNT 

1. Gudusia cbapra (Ham.) 

1822. C/upanodon chapra Hamilton, Fish Ganges: 248, 383,. 

Material -2 exs., 80 mm & 86 mm, Barabil River, Coli. G. M. 
Yazdani (purchased), 13. ii. 71. 

• 
Distribution -Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout India 

except Kerala and Tamil Nadu. Bangladesh. Pakistan and Malaya 
Peninsula. 

Remarks -Colouration in our material is similar to G. variegata 
(Day) known from Burma. But based on the depth of body, number of 
pre-and post-anal scutes we are referring the two· examples to chapra; 
recorded from Garo Hills for the first time. 

2. Oxygaster bacaila (Ham.) 

1822. Cyprinus bacaila Hamilton, Fis" Ganges: 265, 384. 

Material -1 ex., 85·0 mm, Someswari River at Baghmara, coli. 
G. M. Yazdani, 19. ii. 71. 

• Family status yet to be assisned. 
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Distribution -Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout 
India except Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil ~adu. Bangladesh. Burma. 
Pakistan and Nepal. 

3. Barilius barila (Han1.) 

1822. Barilills barila Hamilton, Fish Ganges : 267, 384. 

Material -( i ) 3 exs., 12 to 30 nlm, Singhara River, coIl. G. M. 
Yazdani, 12. ii. 71. ( ii ) 1 ex., 73 mm., Somes\vari River at Baghmara, 
coli. G. M. Yazdani, 19. ii. 71: 

Distributjon-Garo Hills: A~ above. Elsewhere: India: Manipur, 
Assam, West Bengal, Delhi, Rajasthan, U. P., Bihar, Orissa, M. P. and 
Karnataka. Bangladesh. 

4. Barilius barna (Ham.) 

1822. Cyprinus barna Hamilton, Fish Ganges: 268, 384. 

Material -( i) 1 ex., 95 rom., Rongnabak River, colI. G. M. 
Yazdani, 15. ii. 71, (ii) 13 exs., 17 to 30 mm. Someswari River at 
Baghmara, coll. G. M. Yazdani, 18. ii. 71. 

Distribution -Garo Hills: As above and Siju Ca ve (Hora, 1924 ). 
Elsewhere: India: Assam, W Bengal, Bihar, V.P., Oris5a and Rajasthan. 

5. Barilius bendelisis (Hanl.) 

1807. Cypr;l1us bendelisis Hamilton, Journey Mysol'e, 3 : 345. pI. 32. 

Material -( i) 1 ex., 62 rom. Rongnabak River, colI. G. M. 
Yazdani, 15. ii. 71, (ii) 10 ex~., 23 to 40 mm, stream outside Siju 
Cave, colI. G. M. Yazdani, 22. ii. 71. 

Distribution -Garo Hills: As above and Siju Cave (Hora, 1924). 
Elsewhere: India: Assam, West Bengal, Bihar, V. P., Rajasthan, 
Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, and Orissa. Bangladesh. Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka. 

6. Barilius bola (Ham.) 

1822. Cyprinus bola Hamilton, Fish Ganges: 274, 275. 

Material -1 ex., 240 mm., Someswari River at Baghmara, colI. G . 
. M. Yazdani, 19.ii.7L' ' 

Distribution -Gare) Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: Assam, W. 
Bengal, Bihar, U.P., Rajasthan, Punjab and Orissa. Bangladesh. Pakistan. 
and Burma. 
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7. Danio aequipinnatus (McClelland) 

1839. Perilamplls aequipillllatlls McClelland, Asia!. Res., 19: 393, pI. 60, fig. 1. 

Material -( i) 8 exs., 47 to 60 mnl., Rongram River, colI. G. M. 
Yazdani, 14. ii. 71 (ii) 1 ex., 45 mm., Darugiri Forest, colI. R. S. 
Pillai, 11. iv. 71. 

Distribution -Garo Hills: As above and Siju Cave (Hora, 1924) 
Garo Hills (Day, 1889). Elsewhere: India: Sikkim, Assam, Manipur, 
W. Bengal, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh and Kerala. Sri Lanka. Burma. Thailand and Bangladesh. 

8. Danio dangila (Ham.) 

1822. Cyprinlls dangila Hamilton, Fish Ganges : 321, 390. 

Material -1 ex., 35 mm., stream at Darugiri Forest, colI. R. S. 
Pillai, 11. iv. 71. 

Distribution -Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: Manipur, 
Nagaland, Assam, Meghalaya ( Khasi Hills), West Bengal, Bihar. Burnla. 

9. Danio devario (Ham.) 

1822. Cyprinus devario Hamilton, Fish Ganges ": 341, 39"3. 

Material -( i) 3 exs., S5 to 60 mm., Barabil River near Rajabola, 
colI. G. M. Yazdani ( Purchased), 13. ii. 71. (ii) 1 ex., 64 mm., Some
swari River at Baghmara, colI. G. M. Yazdani, 18. ii. 71. 

Distribution -Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout India 
except Peninsular part. Bangladesh. Pakistan and Burma. 

10. Danio (Brachydanio) rerio (Ham.) 

1822. Cyprinlls rerio 'Hamilton, Fish Ganges : 323, 390. 

Material -( i) 2 exs., 18 and 19 mm., Bcitnandanga stream, coIl. 
G. M. Yazdani, 12. ii. 71. (ii) 28 exs., 15 to 30 mm., Holaidanga 
nallah, colI. G. M. Yazdani, 12. ii. 71. (iii) 5 exs., 12 to 30 mm., 
Someswari River at Baghmara, colI. G. M. Yazdani, 18. ii. 71. (iv) 19 
exs., 15 to 20 mm., Dabigiri, coIl. G._M. Yazdani, 19. ii. 71. (v) 15 
exs., 20 to 27 mm., Stream at Dainadubi Forest. coIl. R. S. Pillai, 
9. iv. 71. (vi) 15 exs., 22 to 28 mm., market at Damra, co]1. R. S. Pillai 
( Purchased), 10. iv. 71. 

Distribution -Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout India. 
Burma. 
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11. Esornus danrica (Ham.) 

1822. Cyprinlls danrica Hamilton, Fish Ganges: 325, 390, pI. 16. fig. 88. 

Material -( i ) 15 exs., 30 to 50· mm., River near Phulbari I. B., 

coil. A. s. Rajagopa/, 21. -ii. 65. (ii) 2 exs., 32 & 38 mm., Holaidanga 
nallah, colI. G. M. Yazdani, 12. ii. 71. 

Distribution -Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout India. 
Bangladesh. Burma. Malaya. Thailand. Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

12. Rasbora daniconius (H~m.) 

1822. Cyprinus daniconius Hamilton, Fish Ganges: 327, 329, pI. 15, fig. 89. 

Material -2 exs., 48 a~d 65 mm., Barabil River ncar Rajabola, 
coli. G. M. Yazdani, (Purchased), 13. ii. 71. 

Distribution -Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout India. 
Bangladesh. Pakistan. Malaya and Sri Lanka. 

13. Acrossocheilus bexagonolepis (McClelland) 

1839. Barbus hexagonolepi.f McClelland! Asial. Res., 19. : 270, 336 pI. 41, 
fig. 3. 

Material -( i) 17 exs., 26 to 110 mm., Rongram River, call. G. M 
Yazdani, 14. ii. 71. (ii) 21 exs., 20 to 72 mm., Siju Cave. colI. G. M. 
Yazdani, 21. ii. 71,22. ii. 71. 

Distribution -Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: Assam, W 
Bengal, and Eastern Himalaya. Nepal. Bangladesh. Malaya. Malaya 
Archipelago. Burma and Thailand. 

14. AmblypharyngodoD mola (Ham.) 

1822. Cypriflus mola Hamilton, Fish Ganges: 334, 392, pI. 38, fig. 92. 

Material -1 ex., 72 mm., Barabil River near Rajabola, coIl. G. M. 
Yazdani, ( purchased), 13. ii. 71. 

Distribution -Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout 
India. Bangladesh. Burma and Pakistan. 

15. Crossocbeilus latius latius (Ham.) 

1~22. Cyprinus latius Hamilton, Fish Ganges: 345, 393. 

Afaterial-( i) 1 ex., 103 mm., Singhara River, coil. G. M. Yazdani, 
12. ii. 71. (ii) 7 exs, 145 to 175 mm., Someswari River at Baghmara, 
coil. G. M. Yazdani, 18. ii. 71,21. ii. 71. 



PILLAI & YAZDANI : Ichthyo:faulla of Garo Hills 11 

Dlstribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: Manipur, 
U. P., Bihar, W. Bengal, Karnataka. Bangladesh. 

16. Chagunius chagunio (Ham.) 

1822. Cypr;nus chagllnio Hamilton, Fish Gange,s : 295, 387. 

Material-l ex., 240 mm., Someswari River at Baghmara, colI. 
G. M. Yazdani, 18. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hiils: As above. Elsewhere: India: Assam, 
W. Bengal, Bihar, U. P., Orissa, Punjab. Bangladesh. Burma. Thailand 
and Pakistan. 

17. Labeo boga (Ham.) 

1822. Cyprinus boga Hamilton, Fish Ganges : 286, 386, pl. 28 fig. 80. 

Material-l ex., 142 mm., Someswari River at Baghmara, colI. 
G. M. Yazdani, 21. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills : As above. Elsewhere: India: Assam, 
W. Bengal, U. P., Bihar, Rajasthan, Orissa, Tamil Nadu. Bangladesh. 
Burma and Pakistan. 

18. Labeo calbasu (Ham.) 

1822. Cypr;nus ca/basu Harnilton, Fish Ganges: 297, 387, pI. 2, fig. 83. 

Material-I ex., 170 mm. Someswari River at Baghmara, coli. 
G. M. Yazdani, 21. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout India. 
Bangladesh. Burma. Thailand. S. China and Pakistan. 

19. Labeo gonius (Ham.) 

1822. Cyprinus gonitiS Hamilton, Fish Ganges : 292, 387. 

Material-l ex., 170 mm., Someswari River at Baghnlara, colI. 
G. M. Yazdani, 21. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: Assam, 
W. Bengal, Bihar, U. P., Orissa, Andhra Pradesh. Bangladesh and 
Burma. 

20. Labeo pangusia (Ham.) 

1822. Cyprlnus pangusia Hamilton, Fish Ganges : 285, 386. 

Materlal-2 exs., 135 and 175 mm., Someswari River at Baghmara, 
colI. G. M. Yazdani, 21. ii. 71. 
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Distribulj()n-Garo Hills:' As above. Elsewhere: India. AssaDl, 
W. Bengal, Karnataka. Pakistan. 

21. Puntius chola (Ham.) 

1822. Cyprlnus choTa Hamilton, Fish Ganges : 312, 389. 

Material--l ex., 74 mm., Singhara River, call. G. M. Yazdani, 
12.ii.71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout 
India. Bangladesh. Pakistan and Burma. 

22. Puntius sarana (Ham.) 

1822. Cyprinus sarona Hamilton, Fish Ganges: 307, 388. 

Material-( i) 2 exs., 130 and 148 mm., Singhara River, coil. 
G. M: Yazdani, 12. ii. 71. (ii) 2 exs., 158 and 172 mm., Someswari 
River at Baghmara, call. G. M. Yazdani, 18. ii. 71. (iii)20exs., 15 to 
35 mnl., Stream outside Siju Cave, colI. G. M. Yazdani, 22. it 71. 

Distribution -Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout 
India. Bangladesh. Pakistan. Burma. 1vlalaya. Sri Lank~. Thailand 
and China. 

Remarks-Although fairly common in most of the rivers and 
streams of Oaro Hills and collected by us fronl the stream flowing 
out of Siju Cave, Hora has failed to record it from around the Siju. 
The largest specimen collected from Siju was on1y 35 mm. in total 
length, although the species ~ttains more than 300 mm. in.. length. 

\ 23. Puntius sophore (Ham.) 

1822. Cyprinlls sophore Hamilton, Fish Ganges : 307, 388. 

Materia/-2 exs., 70 and 72 mm, beel near Khamari village, colI. 
G. M. Yazdani, 12. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout India. 
Bangladesh. Burma. China and Pakistan. 

Remarks-Day ( 1889) records this species from Khasi Hills and 
Assam. 

24. Puntius ticto (Hanl.) 

1822. Cyprinus ticto Hamilton, Fish Ganges: 314, 389. 

Material-i ex., 42 mm., Damra, colI. R. S. Pillai, ( purchased ), 
10. iv. 71. 
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Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout India. 
Bangladesh. Pakistan. Burma. Thailand and Sri Lanka. 

25. Tor tor (Ham.) 

1839. Barbus hexastiehus McClelland, Asia!. Res. 19 : 269, 333. 

Material-( i) 4 exs., 80 to t 15 mm., Siju Cave, colI. A. S. Raja
gopal, 6. ii. 65. (ii) 4 exs., 65 to 75 mm., Siju Cave, coll. A. S. Raja
gopal, 7. ii. 65. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: Kashmir, 
throughout the Himalayas, Sikkim and Assam. 

Relnarks-This- species has been recorded by Hora ( 1924) from 
Siju Cave. 

26. Botia dario (Ham.) 

1822. Cob;t;s dorio Hamilton, Fish Ganges: 354, 394, 

Material-{ i) 4 exs., 58 to 73 mm., Gingiram River, coIl G. AI 
Yazdani (purchased), 13. ii. 71. (ii) 1 .ex., 82 mm., stream outside 
Siju Cave, coIl. G. M. Yazdani, 22. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: Assam, W. 
Bengal, Bihar, U. P., Bangladesh and Pakistan. 

27. Lepidocephalichthys annandalei Chaudhuri 

1912. Lepidocephaliehlhys annandale; Chaudhuri, Ree. Indian Mus., 7 : 442. 

Material-6 exs., 30 to 43 mm., stream at Dainadubi Forest, colI. 
R. S. Pillai, 9. iv. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: W. Bengal 
and "Eastern Himalayas." 

28. Lepidocepbalichthys guntea (Ham.) 

1822. Cobitis gUlltea Hamilton, Fish Ganges : 353, 394. 

Material-( i) 8 exs., 22 to 76 lnm., Holaidanga nallah, coli. G. M 
Yazdani, 12. ii. 71. (ii) 4 exs., 50 to 75 mm., Bamandanga stream, 
colI. G. M. Yazdani, 12. ii. 71. ( iii) 1 ex., 70 rom., Barabil River near 
Rajabola, coIl. G. M. Yazdani (purchased), 13. ii. 71. (iv) 1 ex., 
65 mm., Oingiram River, colI. G. M. Yazdani (purchased), 13. ii.71. 
( v) 24 exs., 40 to 65 mm., Damra, coIl. R. S. Pillai (purchased), 
10~ iv. 71. (vi) 15 exs., 46 to 75 mm., streanl at Darugiri Forest, colI. 
R. S. Pillai, 11. iv. 71,12. iv. 71 and 13. iv. 71. (vii) 3 exs., 60 to 
65 mm, stream at Rongjeng, colI. R. S. Pillai, 12. iv. 71. 
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Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughou t 
northern India. Bangladesh and Pakistan. 

29. LepidocepbaJichthys menoni (Pillai and Yazdani) 

(New species under publication) 

Material-( i) 2 exs., 30 to 31 mm., Singhara River, colI. G. M 
Yazdani, 12. ii. 71. (ii) 11 exs., 27 to 32 rom., Someswari River, 
Baghmara, colI. G. M. Yazdani, 18. ii. 71. 

Dislributioll-Garo Hills : As above. 

30. Noemacheilus botia (Ham.) 

1822. Cobitis botia Hamilton, Fish Ganges : 350, 394. 

Material-( i ) 2 exs., 64 and 81 mm., Gingiram River, coli. G. M. 
Yazdani (purchased), 13. ii. 71. (ii) 2 exs., 65 and 72 mm., Barabil 
River, coli. G. M. Yazdani, (purchased), 13. ii. 71. (iii) 2 exs., 
35 mm., Someswari River at Baghmara, coil. G. JW:. Yazdani, 18. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India, Punjab, 
U. P., Bihar, Western Himalayas, W. Bengal, Eastern Himalayas, 
Assam. Bangladesh and Pakistan. 

31. Noemacheilus multifasciatus Day 

1)S78. Nemachilus nluiti/asciatus Day, Fish India, : 617. 
1924. Nemachilus sp., Hora, Rec. Indian Mus. 26 : 28-30. 

Material-( i) 3 exs., 25 to 26 min., Ron<)ong River, colI. G. M 
Yazdani, 14. ii. 71. (ii) 3 exs., 25 to 55 mm., Rongnabak River, coIl. 
G. M. Yazdani, 15. ii. 71. (iii) 1 ex., 70 mm., from inside Siju Cave, 
colI. G. M. Yazdani, 21. ii. 71. (iv) 3 exs., 31 t038 mm., from inside 
Siju Cave, colI. G. }.tl. Yazdani, 22. ii. 71. (v) 1 ex., 45 mm., stream 
outside Siju Cave, colI. G. M. Yazdani, 22. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: W Bengal 
( Darjeeling), Assam. 

Remarks-Rora ( 1924 ) has refrained from giving a specific identity 
to the species of Noemacheilus collected from Siju Cave. On the basis 
of examination of material from Siju Cave and other localities in Garo 
Hills we have been able to refer Hora's material to the species multi-
Jasciatus. That this species shows considerable variability in respect 
of colour pattern, and body profile is illustrated by a comparison of 
examples collected froln inside and outside the cave. The specimens 
collected from inside the cave froln muddy water acculnulattd on either 
side, were more depressed while those collected from fast flowing water 
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outside the cave were not so and these agree with the description of N. 
multifasciatus except in the number of stripes on the dorsal and caudal 
fins and absence of dark radiating marks from the eye. Although 

'different in colour pattern the juveniles collected from Rongsong River 
and Rongnabak River (taken along with adults) is rcferrable to N. 
multifasciatus on comparison with juveniles collectcd from inside the 
Siju Cave. Juvenile specimens have dorsal bars and a lateral row of 
spots. Indication of coalescence of the dorsal bars with lateral row of 
spots is discernible in a few specimens. The base of dorsal fin has, 
however, three dark bands as in the adult. 

32. Noemacbeilus scaturigina (McClelland) 

1839. Cobitis seaturigi1la McClelland, Asiat Res. 19 : 436. 

Material-I3 exs., 23 to 33 mm., Singhara River, coIl. G. M. 
Yazdani, 12. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere : India: Eastern 
Himalayas. 

33. Noemacheilus sikmaieDsis Rora 

1921. Nemaehilus sikmaiensis Hora, Ree. Indian Mus., 22 : 201-202. 

Material-I ex., 27 mm., Sorneswari River at Baghmara, coHo 
G. M Yazdani, 18. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: Manipu r 
Burma. 

34. Somileptes gongota (Ham.) 

1822. Cobitis gOllgota Hamilton, Fish Ganges: 351-394. 

Material-3 exs., 90 to 98 mm., Gingiram River, coli. G. M 
Yazdani (Purchased), 13. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: Assam, W. 
Bengal, Meghalaya (Khasi Hills). 

35. Ompok bimaculatus (Bloch) 

1797. Silurtts bil11aeulatus Bloch. Sysl-[elzrlz., 11 : 17. 

Atfaterial-l ex., 120 mm., Beel ncar Kharnari village, co]]. G. At/. 
Yazdani, 12. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hil1s : As above. Elsc\vhere : India: Kashmir, 
Punjab, Rajasthan, U. P., Bihar, Manipur, Assam, W Bengal, Orissa, 
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M. P. Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Kerala, Karnataka. Sri Lanka. Pakistan 
Burma. Malaya. Malaya Archipelago. Thailand. Chusan and Yunall. 

36. Mystus cavasius (Ham.) 

1822. Pbnelodlls ca~'asills Hamilton, Fish Ganges: 203, 379. 

Material-( i) 4 exs., 85 to 155 mm., Gingiram River, coIl. G. M. 
Yazdani, 13. ii. 71 (ii) 1 ex., 105 mnl., Someswari River at Baghmara, 
coIl. G. M. Yazdani, 19. ii. 71. 

Distributioll-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: Punjab, 
U. P., Bihar, W Bengal, Assam, Orissa, M. P. Tamil Nadu, 
Karnataka, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Kerala and Rajasthan. Bangladesh. 
Pakistan. Burma. Thailand. Malaya Archipelago and China. 

37. Mystus vittatus (BJ.) 

1797. Silunts vitlatlls Bloch, Iellth. 371. 

.Material-(i) 2 exs., 85 and 92 111m., Beel near Khamari viJlagc, 
coli. G, .M. Yazdani, 12. ii. 71; (it) 1 ex., 90 mm., Dalnra, colI. R. S. 
Pilla;, (purchased), 10. iv. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: Punjab, U. 
P., Bihar, W. Bengal, Orissa, Assam, M. P., Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan, 
and Kerala. Pakistan. Bangladesh. ·Burn1a. Sri Lanka and Thai1and 

38. Amhlyceps Inallgois (Haln.) 

1822. ·Pbl1elodus 111Qngois Hanli1ton, Fish Ganges: 199,379. 

Material-( i) 3 exs., 35 to 37 nlIn., Someswari River at Baghn1ara , 
coIl. G. M. Yazdani, 18. ii. 7 I; (ii) 4 exs., 40 to 50 ron1., Damra 
coil. R. S. Pillai, (Purchased), 10. iv. 71. 

Distribution-Gara Hills; As above. Elsewhere: India: "The 
HiInalayas, found in the Jumna for some considerable distanc~ from 
the hills, also through Burlna to Moulmein" 

39. Olyra horae (Prashad and Mukerji) 

1929. Aillbl)'ceps horae .Prashad & Mukerji, Rec. Illdiall Mus., 31: 173-174 
1971. Olyra horae, Pillai & Yazdani, J. zool Soc. illdia, 23 : 135-136. 

Material-( i) 1 ex., 76 mlTI., paddy field at Damra, coll. R. S. 
Pillai, 10. iv 71; (ii) 2 exes., 54 and 73 Inn1., stream at Darugir, 
Forest, ·coll. R. S. Pillai, I I iv. 71 and 13. iv. 71. 

Distributioll-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Lake Indawgyi, 
Burma. 
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40. Glyptothorax cavia (Ham.) 

1822. Pimelodus cavia Hamilton, Fish Ganges : 188, 378. 

Material-2 exs., 43 and 50 mm., Near Siju Cave, coIl. G. M. 
Yazdani, 23. ii 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: U. P., Bihar, 
Assam. Burma. 

41. Hara hara (Ham.) 

1822. Pimelodus hara Hamilton, Fish Ganges: 190, 378. 

Material-2 exs., 58 and 60 mm., Barabil River near Rajabola, 
coli. G. M. Yazdani (purchas.ed), 13. ii. 71. 

Distri/Jution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: U. P., 
Orissa, W. Bengal, Assam, Nagaland. Burma. Bangladesh. 

42. Heteropneustes fossilis (Bloch) 

1794. Silurlls !ossi/is Bloch. Naturg. A us/and. Fischl!, 8 : 46 

Material-{ i ) 1 ex., 120 mm., stream at Darugiri Forest I. B. coli. 
R. S. Pill ai, 10. iv. 71 (purohased); (ii) I ex., 160 mm., Beel near 
Khamari village, colI. G~ M. Yazdani, 12. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout l~dia. 
Bangladesh. Burma. Pakistan. Sri Lanka. Thailand and Indo-China ... 

43. Clarias batrachus (Lin.) 

1758. Silurus batrachus Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., 1, ed. 10 : 305. 

Material-( i ) 2 exs., 130 and 150 mm., stream at Darugiri Forest, 
coIl. R. S. Pilla;, (purchased), 10. iv. 71; (ii) 1 ex., 172 mm., beel 
near Khamari village, coli. G. M. Yazdani, 12 ii. 7l. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India, fresh and 
brackish waters of the plains of India. Bangladesh. Pakistan. Burma. 
Sri Lanka. Malaya. Malaya Arohipelago. Thailand. Indo .. China. Phili
ppines. Hongkong and China. 

44. XenentodoD caneila (Ham.) 

1822. Esox candia Hamilton, Fish Ganges : 213, 380. 

Malerial-l ex., 120 mm., Barabil River near Rajabola, coil. G. 
M. Yazdani, (purchased), 13. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: Gujarat, 
Maharashtra., Punjab, Rajasthan, U. P., Bihar, W. Bengal, Assam, 

z. S .. 2 
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Orissa, M. P., Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala. Bangladesh. Pakistan. 
Burma. Sri Lanka. Malaya and Thailand. 

45. Channa orientalis Bl. and Schn. 

1801. Channa orienralis, Bloch & Schneider, Syst. Ichth. : 496. 

Material-( i) 5 exs., 70 to 100 rom., Damra, coIl. R. S. Pillai, 
( purchased), 10. iv. 71. (ii) 1 ex., 73 mm., Dabigiri, colI. G. M. 
Yazdani, 19. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above and Siju Cave (Hora, 1924). 
Elsewhere: Throughout India. Bangladesh. Pakistan. Sri Lanka. Burma· 
Afghanistan. Malaya. Malaya Archipelago. Thailand. Indo-China and 
China. 

46. Channa punctatus (Blooh) 

1793. Ophicephalus punctatus Bloch, Nalurg. Ausland. Fische : 139. 

Material-( i) 2 exs., 125 and 126 mm., beel near Khamari 
village, colI. G. M. Yazdani, 12. ii. 71; (ii) 6 exs., 90 to 130 mm.; 
stream at Darugiri Forest, coll. R. S. Pillai, (purohased), 10. iv. 71, 
( iii) 1 ex., 115 mm., stream at Darugiri, 0011. R. S. Pillai, 11. iv. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout India 
Bangladesh. Pakistan. Burma. Sri Lanka. Malaya. China. Tahiti 
and Polynesia. 

47. Channa stewartii (PIa yfai r ) 

1867. Ophiocephalus stewart;; Playfair, Proc. zoo!. Soc. Lond., : 14. 

Material-( i ) 3 exs., 35 to 65 rom., Someswari River at Baghmara, 
c011. G. M. Yazdani, 18. ii. 71. (ii) 1 ex., 70 mm., Dainadubi forest, 
coll. R. S. Pillai, 9. iv. 71. (iii) 1 ex., 123 mm., stream at Darugiri, 
colI. R. S. Pillai, I I. iv. 7 I . 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: Bihar, 
w. Bengal, As~am, Meghalaya ( Khasi Hills). 

48. Ambassis baculi~ (Ham.) 

1822. Chanda baculis Hamilton, Fish G(lnges : 112, 371. 

Material-2 exs., 45 and 46 mm., stream outside Siju Cave, colI. 
G. AI. Yazdani, 22. ii. 71. 

. Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: Punjab, 
Rajasthan, U. P., Bihar, W Bengal, Orissa, M. P., Maharashtra. 
Bangladesh. Pakistan. Burma and Thailand. 
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49. Ambassis nama (Ham.) 

1822. Chanda nama Hamilton, Fish Ganges: 109, 371. 

Material-l ex., 75 mm., Singhara River, colI. G. M. Yazdani, 
12. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above and Siju Cave (Hora, 1924). 
Elsewhere: India: Punjab, U. P., Bihar, W. Bengal, Rajasthan, Orissa, 
M. P., Maharashtra. Bangladesh and Burma. 

SO. Ambassis ranga (Ham.) 

1822. Chanda ranga Hamilton, Fish Ganges _: 113, 371. 

Material-5 exs., S5 to 67 mm., Singhara River, colI. G. M. 
Yazdani, 12. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout 
India. Bangladesh. Pakist?.D. Burma. Malaya and Thailand. 

51. Badis badis (Ham.) 

1822. Labrus badis Hamilton. Fish Ganges : 70, 368. 

Material-( i) 2 exs., 20 and 28 mm., Holaidanga nallah, coIl. 
G. M. Yazdani, 12. ii. 71. ( ii) 1 ex., 50 mm., Barabil River near 
Rajabola, coIl. G. M. Yazdani, (purchased), 13. ii. 71. (iii) 2 exs., 
35 and 36 mm., stream near Amuka village, colI. G. M. Yazdani, 
14. ii. 71. (iv) 34 exs, 11 to 21 mm., Someswari River at Baghmara, 
colI. G. M. Yazdani, 18. ii. 71. (v) 1 ex., 58 mm., stream outside Siju 
Cave, coll. G. M. Yazdani, 22. ii. 71. (vi) 4 exs" 30 to 35 mm., 
Damra, colI. R. S. Pillai, ( purchased), 10. iv. 71. (vii) 1 ex., 45 mm., 
stream at Darugiri, coli. R. S. Pill ai, 11. iv. 71. (viii) 9 exs., 30 to 
46 nun., stream at Darugiri, colI. R. S. Pillai, 12. iv. 71 and 13. iv. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: Assam, 
Nagaland, W. Bengal, Bihar, U. P. Burma. 

52. Nandus nand us (Ham.) 

1822. Coills nandus Hamilton, Fish Gange3 : 96. 

Material-2 exs., 102 and 112 mm., beel near Khamari village, 
coIl. G. M. Yazdani, 12. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills .: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout 
India. Burma. Thailand and Malaya. 

53. Anabas testudineus (Bl.) 

1792. Anthias testudinells Bloch. Naturg. Ausland. Fische, 6 : 121. 
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Materia/-3 exs., 95 to 105 mm., stream at Darugiri forest; colI. 
R. S. Pillai, (purchased), 10. iv. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout 
India. Sri Lanka. Burma. Malaya. Malaya Archipelago. Philippines. 
Thailand. Indo-China. C4ina and Polynesia. 

54. Colisa fasciatus (Bl. and Schu. ) 

1801. Trichogastar jasciatlls Bloch & Schneider, Ichthyolog;a : 164. 

Material-( i) 1 ex., 34 mm., Holiadanga nallah, colI. G. M. 
Yazdani, 12. ii. 71. (ii) 2 exs., 32 to 70 mm., Barabil River near 
Rajabola, colI. G. M. Yazdani, ( purchased), 13. ii. 71. (iii) 1 ex., 
44 mm., Damra, colI. R. S. Pillai (purchased), 10. iv. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills. : As above. Elsewhere: India: Orissa, 
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, As.sam, Bihar, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh· 
Bangladesh. Pakistan and Burma. 

55. GIossogobius giuris (Ham.) 

1822. Gobius giuris Hamilton, Fish Ganges: 51, 366. 

Material-( i ) 2 exs., 103 and 110 rom., beel near Khamari village, 
colI. G. M. Yazdani, 12. ii. 71 (ii) 3 t!xs., 110 and 150 mm., Gingiram 
River, coll. G. M. Yazdani, 13. ii. 7] 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere : Throughout India. 
Burma. Sri Lanka. East and South Coasts of Africa. Mauritius. 
Malay.a. Malaya Archipelago. Thailand. China. Japan. Philippines. 
Melanesia. Polynesia and Australia. 

56. Pillaia indica Yazdani 

1972. Pillaia indica Yazdani, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 69 (1) : 134-135. 

Materia.l-( i) 1 ex., 45 mm., stream ca. 4 km. north of Rongjeng, 
coIl. R. S. Pillai, 12. iv. 71. (ii) 4 exs., 40 to 45 mm., stream at 
Darugiri" colI. R. S. Pillai, 12. iv. 71. (iii) 4 exs., 33 to 67 mm., 
stream at Darugiri forest, colI. R. S. Pillai,13. iv. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere : India: Khasi 
Hills (Meghala ya ). 

Remarks-The nine examples resemble this species (which was 
~escribed on the basis of specimens froln Khasi Hills (Yazdani, 1972 ) 
In all respects except the shape and number of caudal rays. The caudal 
tip in specimens from Khasi Hills is founded and the fin rays 
range from 8- 10.. In the present specimens the median caudal .rays 
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are prolonged with the result that the caudal fin is drawn to almost 
i. point in a Ianceolate fashion. The number of rays is also higher, 
varying from 10 to 11. 

This recently created genus could not be accommodated in either 
Mastacembelidae or Chaudhuridae although it comes closer to the 
latter. Only further work will establish its correct relation in the 
suborder Mastacembeloidae (Greenwood et ai, 1966.) 

Our material which was collected from shallow forest streams 
with plenty of decomposing leaves and mud extends the range of 
distribution of this hill stream Spiny eel to Garo HiIh and to a place 
of lesser altitude. 

57. Mastacembelus armatus (Lacep.) 

1800. Macrognathlls arnlatlls LacePede, Hist. nat. Poiss. 283: 286. 

Material-( i ) 1 ex., 240 mm., Gingiram River, coIl. G. M. Yazdani 
(purchased), 13. ii. 71. (ii) 1 ex., 535 mm., Someswari River at Bagh
mara, colI. G. M. Yazdani (purchased), 18. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout India. 
Bangladesh. Pakistan. Sri Lanka. Malaya. Burma. Thailand and Hainan. 

58. Mastacembelus pancalus (Ham.) 

1822 Macrognathus panca/us Hamilton, Fish Ganges, 30: 364. 

Material-2 exs., 90 and 100 mm., Damra, coIl. R. S. Pillai, 
( purchased), 10. iv. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: Throughout India. 
Bangladesh. Pakistan. 

59. Tetraodon cutcutia Ham. 

1822. Tetraodon cutcutia Hamilton, Fish Ganges, 8, 362. 

Material-( i) 2 exs., 30 andf 31 mm., Barabil River near Raja
bola, coIl. G. M. Yazdani, (purchased), 13. ii. 71; (ii) 1 ex., 45 
mm., Someswari River at Baghmara, coIl. G. M. Yazdani, 18. ii. 71. 

Distribution-Garo Hills: As above. Elsewhere: India: Orissa, 
W. Bengal, Assam. Bangladesh. 

REFERENCES 

DAY, F. 1889. Fauna of British India, Fish, London. 

DEY, S. C. and SINGH, H. T. 1967. Three new records from Assam. 
J. Assam SCi., Soc., 10 : 136-138. 



22 Records of the Zoological Survey of India 

GREENWOOD, P. H., ROSEN, D. E., WEITZMAN, S. H. and MYERS, O. S. 
1966. Phyletic studies of teleostean fishes, with a provisional 
classification of living forms. Bull. Am. Mus. nal. Hisl., 131 : 
339-456. 

HORA, S. L., 1924. Fish of the Siju Cave, Garo Hills, Assam. Rec. 
Indian Mus., 26 : 27-31. 

HORA, S. L., 1925. Notes on fishes in the Indian Museum. Ree. Ind~an 
Mus., 27 : 231-236. 

MENON, A. G. K.. 1962. A distributional list of fishes of the Hima
layas. J. zool. Soc. India, 14 ( 1 ) : 23-32. 

PILLAI, R. S. and YAZDANI, G. M. 1971. First record of the Catfish, 
Olyra horae Prashad and Mukerji Siluriformes : Olyridae from 
India with a brief redescription of the species J. zool. Soc. India. 
23 (2) : 135-136. 

YAZDANI, G. M. 1972. A new genus and species of fish from India. 
J. Bombay nal. Hist. Soc., 69 ( 1 ): 134-135. 


