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INTRODUCTION 

Two faunistic surveys carried out by the staff of Southern Regional Station, 
Zoological Survey of India, Madras, of Tanjavur and Trichy districts in 1989 and 

-1991 resulted in the collection of 2245 specimens of fishes. Collections were made 
.from different localities along the river Cauvery i.e., Tanjavur, Mayanur, Trichy, 
Musiri, Kulithalai, Papanasam and Ammaiappan. From river Mullaiyar, which is 
~ather a small stream, collections could be made about 4 kms, from its estuary neal' 
Vedaranyam. 

SO species coming under 16 families belonging to 6 orders were identified. Of 
the SO species, 9 species i.e., Dayella malabariea (Day), Rasbora caveril (Jerdon), 
M,&tua montanus (Jerdon), Gambusia affinis patruelis (Baird and Girard), Anabas testu 
dineus (Bloch), Rhinomugil cfJrsuia (Ham.), Macropodus cupanus Val., Noemachellus 
,ulchellus (Day) and Colisa faseiatus (Schreider) were recorded exclusively from 
Tanjavur district. The following 10 species i.e., Barilius bendelisis (Ham.), Puntius 
filamentosus (Val.), LabeD boga (Ham.), Labeo dero (Hamilton), Labeo pungusia (Ham.), 
Mystus gullo (Ham.), Channa orientalis (Sch.), Chanda nama (Ham.), Xenentodon 
cancila (Ham.), M acrognathus aculeatus (Bloch) were recorded exclusively from Tricby district. 

Dayella malabarica (Day) which has so far been recorded only from the rivers 
of West coast, is being reported for the first time from Mullaiyar river (East coast). 
Rasbora caverli (Jerdon) and Rhinomugi/ corsula (Ham.) which have so far been 
recorded from River Cauvery is being reported for the first time from Mullaiyar 
river. Labeo dero (Ham.) is being reported for the first time from Cauvery river, 
which is so far known to occur in North Indian river. 

In addition to the freshwater fishes, 99 specimens of estuarine and marine 
fishes were also collected frorq salt l'aqs anq ~uth~pet I~~oo~ n~~r Ve~aranyalll. 
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They were identified as 29 species coming under 19 families and 6 orders. The list 
of 29 species is given below, but no detail systematio account is given for these 
fishes as they are available in Talwar (1984). 

LIST OF MARINE FISHES 

Order ; ELOPIFORMES 

Family : ELOPIDAE 

Albula 'Vulpes (Bloch) 

Elops machnata (Forsskal) 

Order : CLUPBIFORMBS 

Family : CLUPEIDAE 

Sub-family: DOROSOMATINAE 

Nematalosa nasus Blkr. 

Family : ENGRAULIDAE 

Sub-family: ENGRAULINAE 

Thrys,a malabarica (Blocb) 

Order ; SILURIFORMBS 

Family: BAGRIDAE 

Mystus gulio (Ham.) 

Order : ATHERINIFORMBS 

Family : HEMIRAMPHIDAE 

HYPDrhamphus dussumeri (Val.) 

HJ'porhamphus limbatus (Val.) 

Order : PERCIFORMES 

Family : CHANDIOAE 

Ambassls commersQ"il Cu vier 

Family : SILLAGINIDAB 

Sil/ago sihama (ForsskaJ) 

2 exs. 

2 exs. 

- 19 exs. 

- S exs. 

- 2 exs~ 

4 exs, 

- S exs. 

- 8 eX8. 

- 4 ex-s. 
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Family: LEIOGNATHIDAE 

Leiognathus brevirostrls (Val.) 

Leiognathus equulus (Forsskal) 

FamilY: GERRlDAE 

Gerres limbatus Cuv. 
Gerres filamentosus Cuv. 
Gerres oyena (Forsskal) 

Family : SCIAENIDAE 

Dendrophysa russelli (Cuv.) 

Family ; SCATOPHAGIDAE 

Scatophagus argus (Linn.) 

Family : CICHLIDAE 

Etroplul maculatus (Bloch) 
Etroplus suratensis (Bloch) 
Oreochromis mossambica (Peters) 

Family : MUGILIDAE 

MugU cephalus Linnaeus 
Liza paraia (Ham.) 
Valamugil seheli (Forsskal) 

Family : GOBIIDAE 

Oxyurichlhys microlepis (Blkr.) 

Family : POMADASYIDAE 

Pomadasys hasta (Bloch) 

Family : LUTIJANIDAE 

Lutjanus /ulvlflammus (Forsskal) 

Family : TERAPONIDAE 

Terapon jarbua (Forsskal) 
Terapon puta Cuv. 

Family : PLA1YCEPHALIDAE 

Platycephalus indicus (Linnaeus) 

Order : TBTRAODONTIFORMES 
Family : TRIACANTHIDAE 

Triacanthus brevirostris Schlegel 

S eXI. 

2 exs. 

- 2 el8. 

-- 1 ex. 
-- 2 exs. 

-- 1 ex. 

3 ex!. 

3 exs. 
1 ex. 
6 exs. 

3 exs. 
7 exs. 
1 ex. 

1 ex. 

1 ex. 

lex. 

1 ex. 
6 exs. 

- 1 ex. 

- 1 ex. 
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LIST OF FRESHW ATER FISHES 

Order : CLUPEIFORMES 
Family: CLUPEIDAE 
Sub-Family : PELLONULINAE 

1) Day~lla malabarica (Day) 

Order : CYPRINIFORMBS 
Family: CYPRINIDAE 
Sub-family CULTRINAE 

2) Ohela (Ohela) labuca (Hamilton) 

3) Salmostoma boopsis (Day) 

4) Salmostoma clupeoides (Bloch) 

Sub-family : RASBORINAE 
5) Amblypharyngodon mellitina (Va1.) 

6) Barilius bendelisis bendelisis Ham. 

7) Danio (Danio) aequipinnatus (Mc CI.) 

8) Esomus barbatus (Jerdon) 

9) Esomus thermoicos (Hamilton) 

10) Rasbora daniconius (Hamilton) 

11) Rasbora caverii (Jerdon) 

Sub-family : CYPRININAE 

12) Oirrhinus reba (Hamilton) 

13) Labeo boga (Hamilton) 

14) Labeo dero (Hamilton) 

15) Labeo pangusia (8amilon) 

16) Puntius amphibius (Valenciennes) 

17) Puntius chola (Hamilton) 

18) Puntius dorsalis (Jerdon) 

19) Punt ius filamentosus (Valenciennes) 

20) Puntius sarana subnastus (Val.) 

21) Puntius sophore (Hamilton) 

- 2 exs. 

10 exs. 

1 ex. 

3 exs. 

321 exs. 

36 exs. 

45 exs. 

177 exs. 

252 exs. 

67 exs. 

2 exs. 

39 exs. 

1 ex. 

2 exs. 

S exs. 

48 exs. 

55 exs. 

·58 exs. 

16 exs. 

26 exs. 

95 exs. 
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22) Puntlus ticto ticto (Hamilton) 16 exs. 

23) Puntius vitt atus (Day) 74 exs. 

Sub-family : GARRINAE 

24) Garra mullya (Sykes) 

Family : HOMALOprERIDAE 

Slib-Family : NOEMACHEILINAE 

25) N o~macheilus pulchl!lIus Day 

Family : COBITIDAE 

26) Lepidocephaeus thermalis (Val.) 

Order : SILURIFORMES 

Family : BAGRIDAE 

27) Mystus bleekeri (Day) 

28) Mystus cavasius (Hamilton) 

29) Mystus gulio (Hamilton) 

30) Mystus mont anus (Jerdon) 

31) Mystus vittatus (Bloch) 

Family : SCHILBEIDAE 

32) Pseudeutropius athcrinoides (Bloch) 

Order . CHANNIFORMES . 
Family: CHANNIDAE 

33) C hanna orient alis (Schneider) 

34) Channa punctatus (Bloch) 

35) Channa striatus (Bloch) 

Order . ATHERINIFORMES . 
Family: BELONIDAE 

36) ..LYenentodon cancila (Ham.) 

Family : CYPRINODONTIDAE 

37) Aplocheilus blochii (Arnold) 

38) Oryzias melanostlgma (Me Cl.) 

- 3 exs. 

- 13 exs. 

- 99 exs. 

9 exs. 

9 exs. 

6 exs. 

8 exs. 

22 exs. 

- 1 ex. 

16 exs. 

22 exs. 

3 exs. 

- 9 exs . 

58 exs. 

- 72 exs. 
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Family : POECILIDAE 

39) Gambusia affinls patruetis (Baird." Girard) ... 11 exs. 

Order : PERCIFORMBS 

Family: CHANDIDAE 

40) Chanda nama (Ham.) ... 2 elS. 

Family : CICHILIDAE 

41) Etroplus maculatus (Bloch) 171 exs. 

42) Oreochromis mossambica (Peters) 225 exs. 

Family; OOBIIDAE 

43) Glossogobiu giuris (Hamilton) - 66 exs. 

Family: MUGILIDAE 

44) Liza parsia (Hamilton) 4 exs. 

45) Rhinomugil corsula (Hamilton) 1 ex. 

Family: ANABANTIDAE 

46) Anabas testudlneus (Bloch) - 16 exs. 

Family: BELONTIDAE 

47) Macropodus cupanus Val. 19 eX8. 

48) Colisa fasciatus (Schneider) 4 exs. 

Order : MASTACEMBELIFORMES 

Family: MASTACEMBELIDAE 

49) Mastacembelus armalus armatus Lacepede - IS exs. 

50) Macrognathus aculeatus (Bloch)-l ex. 

SYSTEMATIC ACCOUNT 

Dayella malabarica (Day) 

1873. Spratel/oides malabaricus Day. Proc. %001, Soc. London.,. P. 240 (Typo. locality ; Malabar). 
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Material: 2 exs., 36·0 mm. SL., Pannaiambalam Village, Mul1aiyar River, 
28.4.89 (F. 2589). 

Distribution: West coast of India, ascending rivers and estuaries. 

Remarks: Talwar and Whitehead (1971) described this species from rivers and 
estuaries of west coast. This is the first record of this species from a river namely 
Mullaiyar on the east coast. 

Chela (Chela) labuca (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus labuca Hamilton, Fish Ganges, p. 260, 384 (Type localit y: Ponds in northern 
parts of Bengal). 

Material: 2 exs., 19-27 mm. SL., Sirugamani, 19.2.91 (F.3732); 8 exs., 25-36 
mm. SL., Kanoor, Tanjavur, 6.3.91 (F. 3670). 

Distribution: Orissa, Ganjam, W. Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Assam, Burma. 

Remarks: Jayaram (1982) could not collect any specimens from River Cauvery. 

10 examples were collected from R. Cauvery from Sirugamani and Kanoor. 

Salmostoma boopsis (Day) 

1873. Chela boopsis Day, Proc. zool. Soc. Landon, p. 708 (Type locality: South Canara). 

Material: 1 ex., 30 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Musiri-Kulithalai Bridge, 6.5.89 
(F. 2783). 

Distribution: Western Ghats, South Canara, Mutha-Mula river, Poona. 

Remarks: Jayaram (1982) recorded this species from Upper reaches of Cauvery 
i. e. Chikalur. Occurrence of yet another specimen in middle reaches of Cauvery is 
of great importance. 

Salmostoma clopeoides (Bloch) 

1822. Cyprinus clupeoides Bloch. Naturg. Allsland Fische, 12. p. 49, pl. 408, fiS- 2 (Typo 
locality: TranquebarJ, 
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Material: 1 ex., 46 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Someswaram, 23.4.89 ( F. 
2505) ; 1 ex., 60 mm. Sb., River Vennar, Tanjavur city, 23.4.89 (F,,'2501). 
1 ex., 105 mm. SL., Pannaiambalam Village, Mullaiyar River, 28.4.89 (F. 2594) ; 1 ex., 
60 mm. SL. Rivery Cauvery at Kulithalai near Musiri-Kulithalai Bridge; 6.5.89 
(F. 2792). 

Distribution: Narmada, Tapi, Krishna, Godavary and Cauvery river systems, 

Also recorded from Nasik, Deolali and Jabalpur. 

AmhlypliaryngocloD melettina (Val.) 

1842. Leuciscus meiettina Valenciennes# Hisl. nat. Poiss., 17, p. 304, pI. SOl (Type locality: 
Bombay). 

Material: 3 exs., 48'50 Mm. 81)., Vennar river, Tanjavur city, 23.4.89 (F. 
2500); 47 exs., 17-30 Mm. SL., Neduva-kottai Tank., 25.4.89 (F. 2530); 192 exs., 
Pannaiambalam village, Mullaiyar River, 28.4.89 (F. 2581); 6 exs., 24-31 mm. SL., 
Thannikottagam, 14 kms. south of Thiruthuraipundi, 28.4.89 (F. 2570); 44 exs., 
41-66 mm. SL., Fish Market, Trichy, 4.5.89 (F. 2142); 2 exs., "25-27 mm. SL., 
Ammaiappan near Thiruvarur, 1.3.91 (F. 3703) ; 23 exs., 24-40 mm. SL., Thirunanriyur, 
4.3.91 (F. 3685); 4 exs., 20-30 mm. SL., Senduri, 23.2.91 (F. 3735). 

DistributiDn: Western Ghats, Tamilnadu, Sri Lanka. 

Barilias bendellsis bendelisis (Hamilton) 

1807. Cyprinus bendel/sis HamiltoD, Journey Mysore, 3, p. 345. pl. 32 (Type locality ~ Rivers 
of Mysore). 

Material: 8 exs., 20·27 mm. SL., River ~auvery at Trichy, 3.5.89. (F. 2611); 
25 exs., 20.27 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Musiri~KuIithalai Bridge, 6.5.89 (F. 2774); 
1 ex., 113 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Mayanur canal, 7.5.89 (F. 7800); 2' exs., 
28-46 mm. SL., Arasalar near Papanasam, 26.2.91 (F. 3699). 

Distribution: Throughout India except Kerala~ Nepal, Pakistan and Srl Lan~a, 
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Daoio (D.) aequipiooatus (Me Clelland) 

1839. Perilampus aequipinnatus Mc Clelland. Asiatic, Researchers, 19, P. 393 (Type locality I 
Assam). 

Material: 3 exs., 33·52 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Someswaram, 23.4.89 
(F. 2503). 2 exs.,. 58-65 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Trichy, 3.5.89 (F. 2609) ; 26 exs., 
41·51 mm. SL., Grand Anaicut at Trichy, 3.5.89 (F. 2636) ; 3 exs., 47·50 mm. SL., 
River Cauvery at Musiri-Kulithalai Bridge, 6.5.89 (F. 2779); S exs., 24-54 mm. SLI, 
River Coleroon near Musiri, 5.5.89 (F. 2913); 4 exs., 30-42 mm, SL., Sirugamani, 
Trichy, 19.2.91 (F. 3727); 2 exs., 19-45 mm. SL., Pallamvodai, Tricby, 22.2.91 
(F. 3720). 

Distribution: Throughout India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Thailand. 

Esomus barbatos (Jerdon) 

1849. Leuciscus barbatus Jerdon, Madras, J. Lit. & Sci., 15 p. 322 (Type locality: Rivers and 
tanks all over Mysore and K:.arnataka). 

Material: 30 exs., 40-61 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Someswaram, 23.4.89 
(F. 2502); 2 exs., 30 mm. SL., Neduvakottai Tank, 2S.4.89 (F. 2528); 3 exs., 
43-60 mm. SL., Neermulai Tank. on the way to Vellangani, 26.4~89 (F. 2544) ; 
21 exs., Pannaiambalam village, Mullaiyar River, 28.4.89 (F. 2583); IS exs., 38-48 mm. 
SL., Thanikottakam, 14 km. South of Thiruthuraipundi, 28.4.89 (F. 257S); 1 ex., 
66 mm. SL., Grand Anaicut, River Cauvery, 3.5.89 (F. 2634); 13 exs., 45·64 mm. 
SL., Fish Market, Trichy, 4.5.89 (F. 2749); 65 exs., 2S-40 mm. SL., Malvarayanallur, 
27.2.91 (F. 3710); 27 exs., 37-42 mm. SL., Kanoor, 6.3.91 (F. 3667). 

Distribution: Confined to South India up to Nellore district in Andhra 

Pradesh. 

Remarks: This species differs from Esomus danricus (Hamilton) in the lateral 

line system extending to anal fin. 

Esomus tbermoicos (Valenciennes) 

1842. Nuria thermoicos Valenciennes, Hisl. nat, Poissu 16, p. 238, pl. 472 (Type .oQality. 
. \ . 

Sri Lanka). 
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Material: 62 exs., 30-35 mm. SL., Periyapalam, 1 km. from Vaduvur, 
25.4.89 (F. 2537) ; 22 exs., 27-49 mm. SL., Neermulai Tank, on the way to Vel1angani, 
26.4.89 (F. 2543), 2 exs., 36-38 mm. SL., Pannaiambalam village, Mullaiyar River, 
30.4.89 (F. 2584); 28 exs., 33-37 mm. SL., Thanikottakam, 14 km. South of 
Thirutburaipundi, 28.4.89 (F. 2576); 2 exs., 26-30 mm. SL., Arasalar near Papa
nasam, 26.2.91 (F. 3695) ; exs., 30-36 mm. SL., MalvarayanalIur, 27.2.91 (F. 
3709); 13 exs., 32·41 Mm. SL., Thirunanriyur, 4.3.91 (F. 3684) ; 2 exs., 43-45 mm. SLit, 
Muhandnur, 1.3.91 (F. 3718). 

Distribution: Tamilnadu, Kerala, Karnataka and Sri Lanka. 

Rasbora (R.) dSDicODius (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus daniconius HamiltoD, Fish Ganges. p. 327, pl. 15. fig. 89 (Type locality: Rivers 
of Southern Bengal). 

Material: 1 ex., 47 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Someswaram, 23.4.89 (F. 2506) ; 
14 eD.. 21·25 mm. SL., Kattur, 12 km. from Tanjavur, 24.4.89 (F.2S14); 1 ex., 
36 mm. SL., Neduvakottai Tank, 2S.4.89 (F. 2527); 20 exs., 23-31 mm. SL. t 

Periyapalam, 1 km. from Vaduvut, 25.4.89 (F. 2539); 1 ex., 26 Mm. SL., Thiruva
sakulam Tank on Thiruthuraipundi-Manargudi Road, 27.4.89 (F. 2556); 10 exs., 
38-S2 mm. st., PannaiambaJam village, Mullaiyar River, 28.4.89 (F. 2584); 2 exs., 
45·S2 mm. SL., Thanikottakam, 14 km. south of Thiruthuraipundi, 28.4.89 (F. 2S67) ; 
1 ex., 70 mm. SL., Fish market, Trichy, 4.S.89 (F. 2741); 2 exs., 42 mm. SL., 
River Cauvery at Musiri-KuUtbalai Bridge, 6.5.89 (F. 2773); 8 exs., 35-S4 mm. SL., 
Sirugamani., 19.2.91 (F. 3726) ; 1 ex., 74 mm. SL., Thirunanriyur, 4.3.91 (F. 3682); 
S exs" 20-2S mm. SL., Kanoor, 6.3.91 (F. 3668). 

Distribution: Throughout India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Malayan 
Archipelago. 

Rasbor. (R.) caverU (Jerdon) 

1848. Leuclscus cQver/i JerdoD, Madras J. Lit. &: Sci.~ 15 p. 320 (Type locality: Cauvor, 
River, Coors Stato). 

Material: 2 exs., 6S-80 mm. SL., Pannaiambalam village, Mullaiyar River. 
28.4.89 (F. 2592). 
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• river. 

Distributio,,: Cauvery river, Cooorg, also Hemavathy and Kabbini rivers. 

Remarks: This is· the first record of Rasbora caverii (Jerdon) from Mullaiyar 

Cirrhinus reba (Hamilton) 

1822, Cyprinus reba Hamilton, Fish Ganges, p. 280, 386 (Type locality: Rivers and ponds ot 
Bengal and Bihar). 

Material: 5 exs., 100-13S mm. SL., Surakottai near Tanjavur, 24.4.89 (F. 2521) ; 
2 exs., 127-135 mm. S L., Shengottai Tank at Thiruthuraipundi, 26.4.89 (F. 2541); 
1 ex., 109 mm. SL., Naina rkulam pond on way to Nagapattinam, 26.4.89 (F. 2550) ; 
4 exs., 80-100 mm. SL., Marudur village, 30.4.S9 (F. 2598); 2 exs., 92-150 mm. 
SL., Fish Market, Trichy, 4.5.S9 (F. 2747); 4 exs., 110-125 mm. SL.. River 
Cauvery, Mayanur canal at Mayanur, 7.5.89 (F. 2793); 2 exs., 110-113 mm. SL., 
Grand Anaicut, 3.5.89 (F. 2805); 19 exs., SO-lOS mm. SL., Cauvery river at 
Tricby, 19.2.91 (F. 3678). 

Distribution: Throughout India. 

Labeo boga (Hamilton) 

1882. Cyprinus boga Hamilton, Fish Ganges, p. 286, 386, pl. 28, fig. 80 (Type locality: Rive, 
Bramhaputra). 

Material: 1 ex.. 140'0 mm. SL., Fish Market, Trichy, 4.5.89 (F. 2754). 

Distribution: Rivers of Gangetic Provinces, Tamilnadu and Myanmar. 

Labeo dero (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus dero Hamilton, Fish Ganges, p. 277, 331, 385, pl. 22, fig. 78 (Type locality: 
R. BrBmhaputra). 

Material: 2 exs.~ 113-152 mm. SL., Cauvery river, Trichy, 19.2.91 (F. 3679). 

Distribution: All along the Himalaya, Bihar, West Bengal, Orissa, Rajasthan, 
Afganistan, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal and Myanmar. 
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Remarks: This is the first record of L. dero (Hamilton) from River Cauvery. 

Labeo pangosia (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus pangusia Hamilton, Fish Ganges, p. 285, 386, (Type locality: River Kosi). 

Material: : 4 exs., 89·97 mm. S~., Grand Anaicut, River Cauvery, near 
Trichy, 19.2.91 (F. 3680). 

Distribution: Himalayan ranges and generally throughout Sind, Deccan, Bengal 

and Assam. 

Puntius amphibius (Valenciennes) 

1842. Capoeta amphibia Valenciennes, Hisl. nal. Poiss., 16, P. 282, pl. 478 (Typo locality-= 

Bombay). 

Material: 1 ex., S6 mm. SL., Vennar river, Tanjavur, 23.4.89 (F. 2495); 

43 exs., 30-70 mm. SL., pannaiambalam village, Mullaiyar river, 28.4.89 (F. 2580) ; 
1 ex., 48 mm. SL., Vedaranyam, 1.5.89 (F. 2606); 2 exs., 55-65 mm. SL., Fish 
Market, Trichy, 4.5.89 (F. 2639 & F. 2740); 1 ex., 45 mm. SL., River Cauvery at 
Mayanur, Mayanur Canal, 7.5.89 (F. 2772). 

Distribution: Throughout India and Sri Lanka. 

Pontius chola (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus chola Hamilton, Fish Ganges, p. 312, 313 (Type locality: Nortb-easterD parts 
or Bongal). 

Material: 2· exs.,88-90 mm, SL., Shengottai Tank at Thiruthuraipundi, 26.4.89 
(F. 2540); 1 ex., 42 mm. SL., Thiruvasakulam on Thiruthuraipundi-Manargudi Road, 
27.4.89 (F. 2555); 15 exs., 23 mm. S:b., Pannaiambalam village, Mullaiyar river, 
28.4.89 (F.2578) '; 2 exs., 38-40 mm. S~., Thanikottakam, 14 km. South of 'Thiru
thuraipundi, 28.4.89 (F. 2569) ; 1 ex., 83 mm. SL., Maruudur village, 30.4.89 
(F. 2602); 28 exs., 39-75 m~. SL., Fish Market, Trichy, 4.5.89 (F. 2640 ", 
F. 2738); 1 ex" 44 mm. SL., River- Cauvery at Musiri~Kulithalai Bridge, 6.5.89 
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(F. 2770), 3 exs., 36-45 mm. SL., Thirunanriyur, Tanjavur, 4.3.91 (F. 3688); 1 ex., 
43 mm. SL., Ammaiappan, 1.3.91 (F. 3700); I ex., 22 mm. SL., Malvarayanallur, 
27.2.91 ~F. 3715). 

Distribution: Throughout India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. 

Puntius dorsalis (Jerdon) 

1849. Systomus dorsalis Jerdon, Madras J. Lit. & Sci., p. 314, 316 (Type locaiity: Tanks and rivers 
in the neighbourhood of Madras). 

Material: 6 exs., 104-122 mm. SL., Pudu canal, Tanjavur, 22.4.89 (F. 2488) ; 
29 exs., 26-tO mm. SL., River Cauvery at Someswaram, 23.4.89 (F. 2511); 2 exs., 
94-99 mm. SL., Nainarkulam on way to Nagapattinam, 26.4.89 (F. 2547); 1 ex., 
41 mm. SL., Pannaiambalam viUage, Mullaiyar river; 28.4.89 (F. 257'); 1 ex, 
60 mm. SL., Fish Market, Trichy, 4.5.89 (F. 2739); 1 ex., 28 mm. SL., River 
Cauvery at Musiri-Kulithalai Bridge, 6.5.89 (F. 2776); 2 exs., 95-98 mm. SL., 
River Cauvery at Mayanur, Mayanur Canal, 7.5.89 (F. 2771); 1 ex., lOS mm. SL., 

Grand Anaicut, 3.5.89 (F. 2804); 9 exs., 24·30 mm. ~L., Pullamvodai, 22.2.91 
(F. 3721); 1 ex., 20 mm. SL., Malvarayanallur, 27.2.91 (F. 3716); 5 exs., 30-31 mm. 
SL., Kudamuruttiaru, 28.2.91 (F. 3731). 

Distribution: River systems of Krishna, Cauvery, Coleroon in Southern India 

and Sri Lanka. 

PUDtius fi)ameDtosus (Valenciennes) 

184 •• 'Leuc;scus filamento~us Valenciennes, Hi~t. nat. Poiss., 17, .p. 96, pl. 492 (Type loc~li.y : 
Alleppey. Kerala). 

Material: 2 exs.; 66-80 mm. SL., Vennar river, Tanjavur, 23.4.89 (F. 2497) ; 

3 exs., 9S mm. SL., Grand Anaicut, River Cauvery, 3.5.89 (F. 2629 & F. 2637) ; 
3 exs., 26-90 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Musiri.Kulithalai Bridge, 6.5.89 (F. 2777) ; 
8 exs., 80-90 mm~ SL., River Cauvery at Mayanur, Mayanur canal, 7.5.89 

(F. 2798). 

Distribution: Freshwaters of Kerala, Southern Karnataka, Tamilnadu and 

Sri Lanka. 
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Pontius saraDa subDasutus (Valenciennes) 

1865. Cycloche/ichthys Pinnauratus Day, Proc. zool. Soc., London, p. 300 (Type locality: 
Wynaad). 

Material: 3 exs., 76-90 mm. SL., Vennar river, Tanjavur, 23.4.89 (F. 2496) ; 
1 ex., 145 mm. SL., Surakottai Tank near Tanjavur, 24.4.89 (F. 2522); 4 exs., 
75-100 mm. SL., Fish Market, Trichy, 4.5.89 (F. 2736); 2 exs., 95-105 Mm. SL., 
River Cauvery at Mayanur; Mayanur canal. 7.5.89 (F. 2768); 15 exs. 74·145 Mm. 
SL., Grand Anaicut, River Cauvery, 3.5.89 (F. 2803); 1 ex., 85 mm. SL., Cauvery 
River near Trichy, 19.2.91 (F. 3675). 

Distribution: River Krishna in Andhra Pradesh, and rivel' Cauvery in Karnataka 

and Tamilnadu. 

PDDtius sopbore (Hamilton) 

1822. Cyprinus sophore Hamilton. Fish Ganges, p. 310, 319. pl. 19. fig. 86. (Type locality: 
Ponds of Bengal). 

Material: 1 ex., 45 Mm. SL., River Cauvery, Someswaram, 23.4.89 (F. 2509) : 
1 ex., 47 mm. SL., Kattur, 12 km. from Tanjavur, 24.4.89 (F. 2516); 3 exs., 
30-40 mm. SL., Neduvakottai Tank, 25.4.89 (F. 2529); 37 exs., 30-50 mm. SL., 
Pannaiambalam village, Mullaiyar, 28.4.89 (F. 2579); 1 ex., 47 mm. SL., River Cauvery 
at Trichy, 3.5.89 (F .. 2635); 34 exs., 39-84 mm. SL., Fish Market, Trichy, 4.5.89 
(F. 2641); 2 exs., 34-35 mm. Sb., River Cauvery at Musiri-Kulithalai Bridge, 6.5.89 
(F. 2769); 1 ex., 38 mm. SL., Arasalar near Papanasam, 26.2.91 (F. 3693); 9 exs., 
2S-32 mm. SL., Thakattur, 27.2.91 (F. 3708); 1 ex., 28 mm. SL., Malvarayanallur, 
27.2.91 (F~ 3114); 1 ex., 45 mm. SL., AmmaiappaD, 1.3.91 (F. 3701):; 2 exs., 
37-47 mm. SL., Thirunanriyur, 4.3.91 (F. 3687). 

Distribution: Throughout India, Pak'istan, Bang1adesh, Sri Lanka and Myanmar. 

Pontius ticto ticto (Hamiltion) 

1822. Puntius tlcto Hamilton, Fish Ganges. p. 314, 389, pl. 8, fig. 87 (Type locality: Soutb
eastern par's of Bengal). 

Material: 2 exs., 13-24 mm. SL., Kattur, 12 mm. from Tanjavur, 24.4.89 



INDRA : Collection. of fishes from TanjaYur & Trichy Districts 417 

(F. 2515); 6 exs., 21-32 mm. SL., Periyapalam, 1 km. from Vaduvur, 25.4.89 
(F. 2535); 2 exs., 24 - 32 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Musiri- Kulithalai Bridge, 
6.5.89 (I) 277S); 1 ex., 32 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Mayanur, Mayanur canal, 
7.5.91 (F. 2799); 2 exs., 26-29 mm. SL., strugamani, 19.2.91 (F. 3728); 1 ex., 
24 Mm. SL., Thakattur, 27.2.91 (F. 3706); 2 exs., 18- 21 mm. SL., River Cauvery 
near Thiruvaiyaru, 28.2.91 (F. 3673). 

Distribution: Throughout India, Pakistan. Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Thailand. 

Pontius vittato! Day 

186S. Punt;us villatus Day, Proc. zool. Soc. London, p. 303 (Type locality: Madras). 

Material: 1 ex., 23 mm. SL., Periyapalam, 1 km. from Vaduvur, 25.4.89 
(P. 2534); 71 exs., 23-28 mm. SL., Pannaiambalam village, Mullaiyar river, 28.4.89 
(F. 2590) ; 2 exs., 20-21 mm<r SL., Thanikottakam, 14 km. South of Thiruthuraipundi, 
28.4.89 (F. 2568). 

Distribution: Karnataka, Kerala, Tamilnadu, also Goa, Kutch, Rajasthan, 
Sri Lanka and Pakistan. 

Garra mUllya (Sykes) 

1841. Chondrostoma mullya Sykes, Trans. zool. Soc. London, 2, p. 359, pl. 62, fig. 3. (Type 
locality: Poona waters). 

Material: 3 exs., 64-9Smm. SL., Cauvery river near TaQjavur, 19.2.91 
(F. 3675). 

Distribution: Throughout India, elcept Assam and Himalaya. 

Noemaehellus pulcbellus Day 

1873. Noemacheilus pulche/lus Day, J. Linn. Soc. London, 11, p.528 (Typo locality: Bbavani 
River, Nilgiris). 

Material: 1 ex., 26 mm. SL., Kudamuruttiaru, Tanjavur, 28.2.91 (F. 3729) ; 
_0 exs., 14-3' mm. SL., Ara~alar n~af Papanasam t 26~2,91 (P. 3734), 
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Distribution: Bhavani and Cauvery river systems in South India. 

Lepidocepbalus thermalis (Valenciennes) 

184(;. Cobitis therma/is Valenciennes, Hist. nat. Poiss., 17, p. 78 (Type locality: Sri Lanka). 

Material: 3 exs., 29-39 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Someswaram, 23.4.89 
(F. 2508); 61 exs., 27-41 mm. SL., Periyapalam, 1 km. from Vaduvur, 25.4.89 
(F. 2531). 6 exs., 37 mm. SL., Thanikottakam, 14 km. south of Thiruthuraipundi, 
28.4.89 (F. 2573); 13 exs., 30-37 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Musiri-Kulithalai Bridge, 
6.5.89 (F. 2780) ; 3 exs., 30-38 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Kulithalai, 6.5.89 (F. 2789) ; 
1 ex., 3S mm. SL., River Cauvery at Mayanur, Mayanur Canal, 7.5.89 (F. 2797) ; 
1 ex., 29 mm. SL., River Coleroon, near Silayathi, 5.5.89 (F. 2912); 2 exs., 30 mm. 
Pallamvodai, 22.2.91 (F. 3719); 2 exs., 20-27 mm. SL., Malvarayanallur, 27.2.91 
(F. 3711); 1 ex., 36 mm. SL., Thakattur, 27.2.91 (F. 3706); 6 exs., 23-37 nun. SL. 
Thirunanriyur, 4.3.91 (F. 3683). 

Distribution: Southern Karnataka, Kerala, Tamilnadu and Sri Lanka. 

Mystus bJeekeri (Day) 

1846. Bagrus Reletius Valenciennes, Nat. Geneesh Arch. Ned. Ind., 3 (2), p. 135 
(Type iocality: Bengal). 

Material: 5 exs., 75-9S mm. SL., Pudu canal, Tanjavur city, 22.4.89 (F. 2493) ; 
1 ex., 76 mm. SL., Grand Anaicut, Trichy, 3.5.89 (F. 2633); 1 ex, 90 Mm. SL., 
Fish Market, Trichy, 4.5.89 (F. 2734); 2 exs., 70-80 Mm. SL., Cauvery river near 
Trichy, 19.2.91 (F. 3'77). 

Distribution! Throughout India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Myanmar. 

MystQS cavasins (Hamilton) 

1822. Pimelodus cavasius Hamilton, Fish Ganges p. 203, 379, p1. II, fig. 67 (Type locality: 
Gangetic Provinces). 

Material: 2 exs., 78-91 mm. SI)., Pudu canal, Tanjavur city, 22.4.89 (F. 2491); 
4 exs" 70-85 mm. S~., V~nnar fiver, Tanjavur, 23.4~8~ (F, 2493) ; 3 e?ts., 80-8S mmAl 
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SL., Grand Anaicut, Trichy, 3.5.89 (F. 2632 & F. 2807). 

Distribution: Througbout India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Thailand. 

Mystus montanus (Jerdon) 

1849. Bagrus montanus JerdoD, Madras J. Lit. & Sci., 15, (2), p. 338 (Type locality: Manantody 
River J Wynaad). 

Material: 2 exs., 60-65 mm. SL., Vennar River, Tanjavur city, 23.4.89 
(F. 2499); 1 ex., 77 mm. SL., Surakottai near Tanjavur, 24.4.89 (F. 2523); S exs., 
53-85 mm. SL., PannaiambalaDl Village, Mullaiyar River, 28.4.89 (F. 2588). 

Distribution: Manantoddy, Wynaad, Cauvery head waters. 

Mystus golio (Hamilton) 

1822. Pimelodus gu/io Hamilton. Fish Ganges, p. 201, 379, pl. 23., fig. 6 (Type locality: 
Gangetic estuaries). 

Material: 1 ex., 120 mm. SL., Nainarkulam on way to Nagapattinam, 
26.4.89 (F. 2552); 4 exs., 82-92 mm. SL., Mullaiyar River at Thiruthuraipundi, 
28.4.89 (F. 2558)., 1 ex., 140 mm. SL., Fish Market, Tricby, 4.5.89 (F. 2733). 

Distribution: Throughout India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Thailand, Sri Lanka 
(in fresh' water, estuaries and even in seas). 

Mystus vittatos (Bloch) 

1797. Si/urus vittatus Bloch, lchthyol Hist. Nat. h 11., p. 40, pl. 371, fig. 2. (Type locality: 
Pondtcherry, South India). 

Material: 1 ex., 73 mm. St.., Pudu canal, Tanjavur city, 22.4.89 (F. 2492) ; 
20 exs., 67·100 mm. SL., Fish Market, Trichy, 4.5.89 (F. 273S); 1 ex., 44 mm. 
SL.t River Cauvery at Mayanur Cana), 7.5.89 (FI2767). 

Distribution: Throughout India, Pakistan, Thailand, Bangladesh an~ Sri Lanka. 

a!C 36 
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Pseudeutropios atberiDoides (Bloch) 

1797. Si/urus athernoides Bloch, Naturges, Aus/and, Fishes, 8, p. 48, pl. 371, fig. 1. (Type locality: 
Pondicherry). 

Material: 1 ex., 38 mm. SL., Thirunanriyur, 4.3.91 (F. 3690). 

Distribution: Throughout India, Pakistan, Bangladesh except Kerala and Assam. 

Cbanna orientalis (Schneider) 

1801. Channa orienta/is Scheider, Syst. lehth. Bloch., p. 496, pl. 90, fig. 2 (Type locality: Ponds ',;. 
aDd ditches of Beogal). 

Material: 1 ex., 110 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Kulithalai, 6.5.89 (F. 2790) ; 
8 exs., 32-105 mm. SL.s Chinnappakulam on Nallampatti-PachaimaJai Road, 10.5.89 
(F. 2810); 1 ex., 54 mm. SL., Top Sengatipatti, 10.5.89 (F. 2811); 2 exs., 51-63 mm. 
SL., ·Arasalar near Papanasam, 26.2.91 (F. 3698); 10 exs., 25-74 mm. SL., Senduri, 
123.2.91 (F. 3736). 

Distribution: Throughout India, Pakistan, Afganistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and 
Thailand. 

Channa pODctatos (Bloch) 

1793. Ophiocephalus punctatus Bloch. Naturges. Ausland. Fisches, 2 p. 139, pl. 3S8 
(Type locality: Karnataka coast). 

Material: 8 exs., 29-90 mm. SL., Kathur, 12 km. from Tanjavur, 24.4.89 
(F. 2518) ; lex., 126 mm. SL., Neduvakottai Tank, 25.4.89 (F. 2527); 2 exs., 
126-140 mm. SL., Nainarkulam on way to Nagapattinam, 26.4.89 (F. 2551); 2 exs., 
75 mm. SL., Pannaiambalam Village, Mullaiyar River, 28.4.89 (F. 2595); 1 ex., 85 mm. 
SL., Fish Market, Trichy, 4.5.89 (F. 2643 & F. 27S3) ; 1 ex., 53 Mm. SL., Arasalar, 
26.2.91 (F. 3697); 2 exs., 102·116 mm. SL., Challampatti, Tanjavur, 2.3.91 (F. 3691) ; 
1 ex., 96 mm. SL., Kanoor, 6.3.91 (F. 3669). 

Distribution: Throughout India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri ~anka. 
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Channa striatus (Bloch) 

1793 . ..1' Ophioceph:Jlus striatus Bloch, Naturg. Ausland. Fisches., 2. pl. 141, pl. 359 (Type 
locality: Mal abar). 

Material: 2 exs., 120-180 mm. SL., Pannaiambalam village, Mullaiyar River,. 
28.4.89 (F. 2596); 1 ex., 195 mm. SL., Fish Market, Trichy, 4.5.89 (F. 2572). 

Distribution: Throughout India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
South China and PhilIppines. 

Xeoentodoo caocUa (Hamilton) 

1822. Esox cancila Hamilton, Fish Ganges, p. 213, 380. pI. 27. fig. 70 (Type locality: 
Gangetic provinces). 

Material: 1 ex., 137 mm. SL., Grand Anaicut, Trichy, 3.5.89 (F. 2809) ; 
1 ex., 210 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Kulithalai, 6.5.89 (F. 2791); 1 ex., 43 mm. 
SL., River Cauvery at Musiri·Kulithalai Bridge, 6.5.89 (F. 2786); 6 exs., 97-115 mm. 
SL., Thakkatur, 27.2.91 (F. 3692). 

Distribution: Throughout India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Malaysia. 

Aplocbeilus blocbii (Arnold) 

1911. Haplochei/us panchax var blochii Arnold, W schr. Terrarienk. 8, p. 672 (Type locality: 
Madras). 

Material: 1 ex., 22 mm. SL., Periyapalam, I km. form Vaduvur, 2S.4.89 
(F. 2S38); 41 exs., 12-26 mm. SL., Pannaiambalam Village, Mullaiyar River, 28.4.89 
(F. 2S87); 16 exs., 15-26 mm. SL'J River Cauvery at Musiri-Kulitbalai Bridge, 

6.5.89 (F. 2784). 

Distribution: Peninsular India and Sri Lanka. 

Oryzias melastigma (Me Clelland) 

1839. Aplocheilus melastigma Mc Clelland, Asiat. Res. 19. p. 301, 427, pl. 42, ft,. 3 \Type 
locality: Tanks at. Calcutta). 
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Material: 13 exs.. 14-20 mm. SL., Thanikottakam, 14 km. south of Thiruthurai
pundi, 28.8.89 (F. 2574); 2 exs., 18-19 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Musiri-Kulithalai 
Bridge, 6.5.89 (F. 2785); 4 exs., 22-28 mm. SL., Arasalar, 26.2.91 (F. 3694) ; 
3 exs., 18-20 mm. SL., Malvarayanallur, 27.2.91 (F. 3713) ; 3 exs., 18-20 mm. SL. t 

Kudamuruttiaru, 28.2.91 (F. 3733); 4 exs., 13-21 mm. SL., Ammaiappan, 1.3.91 
(F. 3704); 43 exs., 16-22 mm. SL., Thirunanriyur, 4.3.91 (F. 3689). 

DistributiDn: Thoughout India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka. Introduced for 
larvicidal use. 

Gambusia aflinis patroelis (Baird & Girard) 

1853. Heterandia patruelis Baird and Girard, Proc. Acad. nat. Sci. Phi/ad., 6, p. 390 (Type 
locality: Rio Sabinal, Texas). 

Material: 11 exs., 15·22 mm. SL., NainarkuJam, 20 km. south of Thanikottakam, 
Thiruthuraipundi, 28.4.89 (F. 2560). 

DistributiDn: Throughout India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri I .. anka. Exotic fish 
introduced in the fresh water ponds all over India for laryicidaJ use. 

Chanda nama Hamilton 

1822. Chanda nama HamiltoD, Fish Gonges p. 109, 371, pl. 89, fig. 37 (Type locality: Beuga)). 

Material: 1 ex" 67 Mm. SL., Fish Market, Trichy, 4.5.89 (F. 2738); 1 ex., 
80 mm. St., River Cauvery at Mayanur, Mayanur canal, 7.5.89 (F. 2801). 

Distribution: Throughout India, Pakistan, Nepal, and Bangladesh. 

Etroplus maculatus (Bloch) 

1785. Chaetodon maculatus Bloch, Syst. rchth., pl. 427, fig. 2 (Type locality: Not given). 

Material: 41 exs., 64-70 mm. SL., Pudu Canal, Tanjavur City, 22.4.89 
(F. 2490); 1 ex., 50 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Someswaram, 23.4.89 (F. 2504) ; 
4S exs., 10-31 mm. 81;;,., Kattur, 12 km. from Tanjavur, 24.4.89 (F. 2512); 1 ex., 
41 mm. SL., Surakottai near Tanjavur, 24.4.89 (F. 2520); 54 exs., 20-60 mm. SL., 
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Pannaiambalam Village, 28.4.89 (F. 2586); 1 ex., 17 mm. SL., Nainarkulam 20 km. 
south of Thiruthuraipundi, 28.4.89 (F. 2565); 1 ex., 34 mm. SL., Vedaranyam, 
1.5.89 (F. 2605); 1 ex., 50 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Trichy, 3.5.89 (F. 2608) ; 
2 exs., 2S-30 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Musiri-Kulithalai. Bridge, 6.5.89 (F. 2781) 
8 els., 27-40 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Kulithalai, 6.5.89 (F. 2788); 8 exs., 
30-54 mm. SL. River Cauvery at Mayanur, Mayanur canal, 7.5.89 (F. 2796); 2 exs., 
30·40 mm. SL., River Coleroon near Silayathi, 5.5.89 (F. 2914); 1 ex., 24 mm. SL., 
Pallam vodai, 22.2.91 (F. 3723); 3 exs., 30-41 mm. SL., Sirugamani, 19.2.91 (F. 3725, ; 
1 ex., 28 mm. SL., Thakkatur, 27.2.91 (F. 3705); 1 ex., 53 mm. SL., River Cauvery 
at Thiruvaiyaru, 28.2.91 (F. 3671). 

Distribution: Tamilnadu, Kerala, South Karnataka and Sri Lanka. 

Oreochromis mossambica (Peters) 

18S1. Chromis mosJambica Peters, Monatsh Akad. W iss. Berlin, p. 681 (Type locality: Zambesi 
river, S. Africa). 

Mate~ial: 1 ex., 21 mm. SL. Kattur, 12 km. from Tanjavur, 24.4.89 (F.2S13); 
S exs" 69-90 mm. SL., Surakottai near Tanjavur, 24.4.89 (F. 2519); 4 exs., 20-40 
SL., Neduvakottai Tank, 25.4.89 (F. 2524); 11 exs., (24·40 mm. SL., Periyapalam, 
1 km. from Vaduvar, 25.4.89 (F. 2533); 2 exs., 92-95 mm. SL., Shengottai Tank, 
Thiruthuraipundi, 26.4.89 (F. 2542); 2.exs., 107-115 mm. SL., Nainarkulam on way 
to Nagapattinam, 26.4.89 (F 2548); 3 exs., 90-105 mm. SL., Mullaiyar River at 
Thiruthuraipundi, 28.4.89 (F. 2561); 21 exs., 15-78 mm. SL., Pannaiambalam Village, 
MJlllaiyar River, 28.4.89 (F. 2585); 2 exs., 70·105 mm. SL., Marudur Village, 30.4.89 
(F. 2601); 13 exs., 10-27 mm. SL., Vedaranyam, 1.5.89 (F. 2604) ; 80 exs., 14-69 mm. 
SL., River Cauvery at Trichy, 3.5.89 (F. 2607); 9 exs., 18-125 mm. SL., River 
Cauvery at Musiri-Kulithalai Bridge, 6.5.89 (F. 2782) ; 12 exs.. 25-100 Mm. SL;, 
River Cauvery at Kulithalai, 6.5.89 (F. 2787); '1 exs., 19-72 mm. SL., River Cauvery 
at Mayanur, Mayanur canal, 7.5.89 (F. 2795); 12 exs., 87-100 mm. SL., Cauvery 
River, 17.2.91 (F. 3717) ; 1 ex., 40 mm. SL., PaUam vodai, 22.2.91 (F. 3717); 22 exs.) 
16-30 Mm. SL., River Cauvery at Thiruvaiyaru, 28.2.91 (F. 3672); 18 exs., 20-39 mm. 
SL., Thirunanriyur, 4.3.91 (F. 3686). 

Distribution: Bast Africa to Natal, widely introduced in India and Pakistan. 
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Glossogobius giuris t Hamilton) 

1822. Gobius giuris Hamilton, Fish Ganges, p. 5 I, 366., pl. 33, fig. 15 (T~po locality : PODds~ 
and fresh waters of Gangetic Provinces). 

Material: 24 exs., 86-120 mm. SL., Pudu canal, Tanjavur City, 22.4.89 
(F. 2489); 7 exs., 37-60 mm. SL., Kattur, 12 km. from Tanjavur city, 24J4.89' 
(F. 2517); 3 exs., 20·30 mm. SL., Neduvakottai Tank, 25.4.89 (F. 2526); 1 ex., 30 mm. 
SL., Periyapalam, 1 km. from Vaduvur, 25.4.89 (F. 2532); 1 ex., 127 lDID. SL., 
Nainarkulam at Thiruthuraipundi, 28.4.89 (F. 2560); 20 exs., 20-63 mm. SL., 
Pannaiambalam Village, Mullaiyar river, 28.4.89 (F. 2582); 3 exs., 43-48 mm. SL., 
Nainarkulam, 20 km. south ot' Thiruthuraipundi, 28.4.89 (F. 2564); 1 ex., 130 mm. 
SL., Marudur Village, 30.4.89 (F.2599); 1 ex., 130 mm. SL., Fish Market, 'lrichy, 
14.5.89 (F. 2750); 1 ex., 150 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Mayanur, Mayanur Canal, 
7.5.89 (F. 2794); 3 exs., 127-190 mm. SL., Grand Anaicut, Trichy, 3.5.89 (F. 2806) ; 
1 ex., 30 mm. SL., Malvarayanallur, 27.2.91 (F. 3712). 

Distribution: Throughout India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka. From 
East Coast of Africa to Japan, Australia and South Pacific. 

Liza parsia (Hamilton) 
1822. MugU parsia HamiltoD, Fish Ganges, p. 215, 380, pl. 17, fig. 71 (Type localily: Fresbwater 

Rivers of Bengal). 

Material: 2 exs., 140-155 mm. SL., Mullaiyar river at Thirutlntraipundi, 
28.4.89 (F. 2563); 1 ex., 61 mm. SL., Pudu canal, Tanjavur city, 22.4.89 (F. 2494) ; 
lex., 140 Mm. SL., Marudur village; 30.4.89 (F. 2600) .. 

Distribution: Coasts of Maharashtra, Kerala, West Bengal, Pakistan, and. 
Sri Lanka. 

Rbinomugil corsula (Hamilton) 

1822. Mugil cursula Hamilton, Fish Ganges, p. 221, 381. pl. 8, fig. 91 (Type locali.,;,: 'River in 
Gangetic provinces, Southern parts of Bengal). 

Material: 1 ex., 135 mm. SL., MulIaiyar River near Thiruthuraipundi, 28.4.89 
(F. 2562). 
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Distribution: River Ganges, Chitka Lake, Krishnagiri and Sathannur reservoir 
across Pennaiar and River Cauvery. 

Remarks ~ This is the first record of Rhinomugil corsula from Mullaiyar River. 

Anabas testudineus (Bloch) 

1792. Anabas testudineus Blocb, Naturg. Ausland Fishes., 6, p. 121, pl. 322. (Type locality: 
Japan and East Indies) 

Material: 3 exs., 75-85 mm. SL., Nainarkulam on way to Nagapattinam, 
26.4.89 (F. 2553); 6 exs., 75-105 mm. SL., Vettukulam, Vellakudi, 27.4.89 (F. 2557) ; 
3 exs., 66-93 mm. SL., Mullaiyar River at Thiruthuraipundi, 28.4.89 (F. 2559); 4 exs., 
40-100 mm. SL., Pannaiambalam Village, Mullaiyar River, 28.4.89 (F. 2593). 

Distribution: Throughout India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Thailand, 
China and Philippines. 

Macropodus cupanus Valenciennes 

1831. Macropodus cupanus Valencinnes, Hisl. nat. Po/ss., 7, p. 357 (Type locality: Arian 
Coopam river, Pondicherry). 

Material: 1 ex., 20 mm. SL. t Neermulai on way to Vellangani, 26.4.89 (F. 2546) ; 
9 exs., 22-31 mm. SL., Thiruvasakulam on Thiruthuraipundi-Mannargudi Road; 
27.4.89 (F. 2554) ; 3 exs., 21-24 mm. SL.

t 
Pannaiambalam village, Mullaiyar River, 

28.4.89 (F. 2591) ; 4 exs., 28.34 mm. SL., Thannikottakam, 14km. south of Thiruthurai
pundi, 28.4.89 (F. 2571); 2 exs., 15-25 mm. SL., Arasalar near Papanasam, 26.2.91 
(F.3696). 

Distribution: Dha vani river and rivers at base of Nilgiri, South Kanara hills. 
Also in Coramandal coasts. 

Remarks: Hora (1937) recorded this species from river Cauvery. Jayaram (1982) 
could Dot get any specimen from Cauvery.. In the present collection of 19 examples, 
2 specimens were collected from River J\rasalar, i. e., tributary of river Cauvery. 
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Colisa fasciatos (Schneider) 

1801, Trichogaster fasciatus Bloch & Schreider, Syst. lchtl,. p. 164, fis. 36 (Type locality 

Bengal). 

Material: 2 exs., 22 mm. SLo, Periyapalam, 1 km, from Vaduvur, 25.4.89 
(F. 2536); 1 ex., 26 mm. SL., Neermulai Tank on way to Vellangani, 26.4.89 
(F. 2545); 1 ex., 32 mm. SL., Thanikottakam, 14 km. south of Thiruthuraipundi, 
28.4.89 (F. 2572). 

Distribution: Tamilnadu, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Punjab, Uttar Pradesb, Orissa, 
Assam, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Mayanmar ° 

Mastacembelos armatus armatus Lacepede 

1800. Macrognathus armatus Lacipide, Hist. nat. Poiss., 2, ". 283 (Type locality: Not given). 

Material: 13 exso, 139-207 mm. SL., Pudu canal, Tanjavur city, 22.4.89 
(F. 2487), 1 ex., 111 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Someswaram, 23.4.89 (F. 2507) ; 
1 ex., 340 mm. SL., River Cauvery at Mayanur, Mayanur canal, 7.5.89 (F. 2802). 

Distribution: Throughout India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Thailand. 

Macrognathos aculeatos (Bloch) 

1787. Ophidium aculeatus Bloch. lchthy%gie, 5 p. 60. pl. 159, fig. 2 (Type locality: East Indies). 

Material: 1 ex., 194 mm. SL., Fish Market, Trichy, 4.5.89 (F. 27St). 

Distribution: Throughout India,. Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Thailand and 
China. 

SUMMARY & CONCLUSIONS 

Based on the collections worked out and the results achieved thereof some , 
conclusions were drawn on the comparitive richness of the Ichthyofauna of Tanjavur and 
Trichy Districts. The analysis were depicted in the form of Tables I, II and III. 
or the 2229 exs. studied, belonging to 50 species, collected from both the districts, 
a total of 1657 exs. (74'34%) referable to 44 species (88%) were collected from TanjaVllr 
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District. This clearly indicates that Tanjavur district, fish fauna is much more 
riclter, quantitative as well as qualitative wise than Trichy district [No. Exs. 572 
(25-66%) & No~ Sps. 36 (72%) in Trichy district]. This is perhaps due to the 
prevalence of ponds and other wet water bodies of Tanjavur District. 

The three major source of col1ections i. e. River Cauvery, River Mullaiyar 
and ponds were analysed for their species divers ity and abundence (Table III). 
Rive~ Cauvery ranked 1st [No. Exs. 909 (40-78%) and No. Sps. 43 (86%)]. The 
ponds occupied the 2nd place [No. Exs. 750 (33·65%) and No. Sps. 27 (52·5%)J, 
RiveJ.1 Mul1aiyar ranks 3rd [(No. Exs. 570 (25·77% and No. Sps. 25 (51·5%)]. 

Of the SO species recorded, the following 19 species were encountered exclusively 
in River Cauvery, Chela (Chela) labuca (Ham.). S almostoma boopsis (Day), Bari/ius 
bendelisis bendelisis (Ham.), Danio aequipinnatus (Me. Cl.). Labeo dero (Ham.), Labeo 
boga (Ham.), Labeo pangusia (Ham.), puntius jilamentosus (Val.), Puntius saran a 
subnasutus (VaJ.), Garra mullya (Sykes), N oemacheilus pulchellus (Day), Mystus bleekeri 
(Day), Mystus cavasius (Ham.), Mystus vittatus (Bloch), Pseudeutropius atherinoides (lJlkr.), 
Chanda nama (Ham.), Mastacembelus armatus armatus Lacepede, and Macrognathus 
aculeatus (Bloch). The following four species were encountered exclusively in River 
Mulllaiyar: Dayella malabarica Day, RasbDra caverii (Jerdon), Rhinomugil corsul" 
(Ham.) and Puntius vlttatus (Day). . Only two species i. e., Gambusi affinis pqtrueU, (B.ird" 
Girard) and Colisa fasciatus (Schneider) were recorded exclusively from ponds. 

In the light of the . above facts and figures, based on the relative abundance 
of the fish fauna (No. of species recorded) the species were graded as extremely rare, 
rare, fairly common and common, as presented in the Table I. 

Apart from listing SO freshwater species from Tanjavur and Tricby Districts, 
4 new records i. e. Dayel/a malabarica (Day) from East Coast river, Rasbora caverii 

(Jerdon) and Rhinomugil corsula (Ham.) from River Mullaiyar and Labeo dero from River 
Cauvery were reported in this paper. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The author wishes to express her sincere thanks to Dr. K. V Lakhminarayana, 

Scientist 'SB' and Dr. K. R. Rao, Scientist 'SD' for collecting the materials and the 
former for providing necessary facilities to carry out the study. I am also thankful 
to Dr. A. G. K. Menon, Scientist Emerities for correcting the manuscript and for his 
suggestions for the improvement of the paper. 

REC 37 



Table I : Showing Species Diversity, Abundence, colleeted from Tanjavur and oI=ao 
w 

Trichy Districts, Tamilnadu. 00 

Specimen collected from Specimens collected from Remarks 
Sl. Name of the Trichy Dist. Tanjavur Dist. Total R. Cauvery R. Mullaiyar Ponds 
No. Species No. % No. % No. 0/0 No. % No. % 

1 2 3 4 S 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

1. Daye/la malabarica 2 100 2 2 100 Extremely 
(Day) Rare 

.2. Chela (Chela) labuca 2 20 8 80 10 10 100 Rare 
(Ham.) 

~3. Salmostoma bOQPsis 1 100 1 1 100 Rare 
(Day) 

-4. Salmostoma c[upeoides 1 25·0 3 7S·0 4 3 7S-0 1 25-0 Rare 
(Bloch) 

"5. Amblypharyngodon 48 14·95 273 85·05 321 49 15-26 192 59·81 80 24·92 ~ Commom 
mellitina (Val.) ~ 

~ 
~ 

~~. Barilius bendelisis 34 94.44 2 S·SS 36 36 100 Commom ~ 

bendelisis (Ham.) ~ 
~ 

-7. Danio aequipinnalus 42 93.33 3 6·67 45 45 100 Common ... 
~ 

(Mc Cl.) 
(\ 

N 
0 

~. Esomus barbatus 14 7.91 163 92-09 177 44 24-86 21 11·86 It2 63-28 Common <:) 

~ 
(Jerdon) (in ponds) OQ -. ~ 

~ 

'9_ Esomus thermoicos 242 100 242 2 0-83 2 0·83 238 98-35 Common 
...... 
til 

(Val.) (in ponds) 
s:: .... 
"C 

to. Roshora danlcQnius 16 23-88 51 76-12 67 13 19-40 10 14-92 44 65-67 fG Common ~ 

~ (Ham_) .S--
11. .Rasbora caveril (J erdon) -::- 2 100 2 - Rare • ~ 

~ 



1. 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
~ 

12. CirrhiIJus reba (Ham.) 31 79'49 8 20·51 39 27 69'23 12 30·77 Common ~ 
13. Labeo boga (Ham.) 1 100 1 1 100 Rare 

14. Labeo dero (Ham.) 2 100 2 2 100 Rare ~ 
;::: 

15. Labeo pangusia (Ham.) 4 100 4 4 100 Rare 
~ 
(') .... -. 

16. Puntius amphibius (Val.) 3 6-25 45 93·75 48 4 S·33 43 89·58 1 2-08 Fairly 
c 
;:: 

common ~ 
~. 

17. Punlius chola (Ham.) 30 54·5S 25 45'45 S5 29 52'73 16 27'27 11 20'0 Fairly ~ 
~ 
~ 

commn ~. 

55 94'83 1 1·72 2 345 
c 

18. Puntius dorsalis 14 24'19 44 7586 58 Fairly 3 

(Jerdon) common ~I 
~ ..: .. 

19. Puntius filament OSU$ 14 87'5 2 12'5 16 16 100 Q 
~ 

" ;: 
(Val.) 

, 
~ 

20. Puntius sarana subnasutus 22 84'61 4 15'38 26 26 100 ~, 

" .., 
(Val.) ~ .. 

~ 
21. Puntius sophore 37 39-78 56 60'22 93 41 44'08 37 39·78 15 16'13 t1-

" (Ham.) 
~. .... 
"'"C -.. 

22. Puntius ticto ticto 6 37'5 10 62'5 16 7 43 75 9 56'25 Rare 
(') ..... 
C'.l. 

(Ham.) 

23_ Puntius vittatus (Day) 74 100 74 73 98·65 1 1, 35 Common in 
saline. waters 

24. Garra mullya (Sykes) 3 100 3 3 100 Rare (Com-
mon in Hill 
streams 

25. Lepidocephalus 18 18'18 81 81'81 99 84 84'84 6 6'04 9 9·09 Common 

thermalis(Val.) 

26. N oemacheilus pulchellus 11 100 11 11 100 Rare ~ 
N 

(Day) 
'-Cl 



1 2 3 4 S 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 .. 
~ 

27. Mystus bleekeri (AuD) 4 80 S 20 9 9 tOO Common 
0 

28. Myslus cavasiuj 3 33·33 6 66-66 9 9 100 ,~ 

(Ham.) 

29. Mystus montanus 8 100 8 2 2S 5 62'5 } 12-5 ,,. 
(Jerdon 

30. MYstu ~ gulio 1 16·67 5 83-33 6 1 16'67 S 66'f6 1 16-67 n 
(Ham.) 

31. Myslus v itt a/us 21 95'45 1 4,55 22 22 100 
" (Bloch) 

32. Pseudeut ropius 1 100 1 1 100 Extremely 
athernoides (BIkr.) rare 

33_ Channa orientalis 20 90-91 2 9'09 22 11 50 Il 50 Common 
(Sch.) 

34. Channa punctatus 6 27'27 16 72·73 22 6 27·27 2 9'09 14 63-64 Common 
(Bloch.) 

~. 

35. Channa striatus Rare ~ 
1 33-33 2 66-67 3 1 33-33 2 66'67 ~ 

() 

(Bloch) "'"t 

~ 
36. Xenentodon cancila 4 40'0 6 60·0 10 4 40,0 Common ~ ..... 

(Ham.) ~ 
~ 

37. Aplocheilus blochii 16 33'33 45 72"41 61 16 33'33 41 70-69 1 1·72 Common ~ 
() 

(Arnold) ~ 
~ 
~ 

38. Oryzias melanostigma 2 2·0 70 97-22 72 52 72-22 ,0 27'78 Common ~ ....... 
(Mc. eL) ~ 

~. 
39. Gasia aJfinis 11 100 11 Ii 100 Common ~ 

patruelis ~ 
(Baird and Girand) ~ 

! 40 •. Chanda nama (Ham.) 2 100 2 2 100 Rare -



I 
> ... 
~ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 4:) 
;:: 

--r.. 
41. ElropJus maculatus 25 14·62 146 85·38 171 69 40-35 54 31-58 48 28-07 Fairly 

... -. a 
~. 

(Bloch) common ~ 
42. O,eochromis 120 53·33 lOS 48·66 22S 143 63·55 24 10-67 S8 25·,7 Fairly ~ 

::t-
mossambica (Peters) common ~ 

43_ Glossogobius giuris S 7'S8 61 92·42 66 29 43·94 20 30-30 17 25-76 Fairly 
~ 
0 
:t 

(Ham.) common 
~ 

44. Liza parsia (Ham.) 4 100 4 1 25·0 2 50·0 ) 25·0 Rare c!. 
Q 

45. Rhinomugi/ corsuta 1 100 Rare 
~ 

1 100 1 $: 
~ 

(Ham.) ~ 

4{;. Anabas testudineus 16 100 16 7 43-75 9 56-25 Common ~ .... 
~ 

(Bloch) ~ 

47. Macropodus cupanus 19 tOO 19 2 10'53 3 15·79 14 73·68 Common S! 
~ 

Val. ""I 
~ 

48. o olisa fasciatus 4 100 4 4 100 Rare ~ -
(Schneider) 

49. Mastacembelus armatus 1 -(66-66 14 93·33 15 15 100 - Common 
arm at us Lacepede 

50. M acrognat hus 1 100-00 1 1 100 Rare 
aculeatus (Bloch) 
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Table II 

QUALITATIVE At~D qUANTITATIVE COMPARISION OF FIS~ FAUNA 
COLLECTED FROM TANJAVUR AND TRICHY DISTRICTS 

Total number of specimens collected from 

Tanjavur and Tricby Districts Tribby District 'tanjavur District 

No. Ex. No. Ex. % No. Ex. % 

2229 572 25·66 1657 74·34 

Total number of species collected from 

Tanjavur and Trichy Districts Tricby District Tanjavur District 

No. 

50 36 

Table III 

0',0 

72-0· 

No. 

44 

QUALITATIVE AND QUANTITATIVE COMPARISON OF FISH FAUNA 
COLLECTED FROM RIVER CAUVERY, RIVER MULLAIYAR AND 

PONDS IN TANJAVUR AND TRICHY DISTRICTS 

Total No. of specimens collec- Total No. of specimens col1ected from 

% 
88·0 

ted from Tanjavur and Tricby 1 River Cauvery River Mullaiyar Ponds 

Districts No. Ex. % No. Ex. % No. % 

2229 

Total No. of species collected 
from Tanjavur and Tricby 

Dists. 

so 

909 40·78 570 25·57 750 03·65 

Total No. of species collected from 

-------
No. Species % ',No. Species 0/0 No. Species % 

43 86-0 25 51·5 27 52·50 
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