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INTRODUCTION

Paramonacanthus japonicus is a axal reef fish
belonging to the family Monacanthidae of class
Actinopterygii and the order Tetraodontiformes.
Benthogh it ocors in merire waters, its adgin is
arginelly from reef region (hittp: / Awaw . zipoodezoo. can) .
Sare marcers of this family are used far aguarium
trace also. There are aguraxdnately 22 gpecies reparted
in this gaus (ttp: /A . zipoodezco.can) . Among  the
varicus grop of this fanily, P. jgomics is ford to
e comm in reef regions, lagoons ard soft bottam
aress of the s, In the presatt stdy, this goecies was
recorded far the first tine as deal in the Vellar esuery
ad there is mo earlier repoart available for their

M ATERIALAND METHOD

In a routire srvey of fides made fram e Vellar
estary revled thet a large minber of P. jaomiaus
(Fig. 1) wes recackd. Tre fides ware foud in the
upoer reectes of the Vellar estery an 158 merch, 2009
ad further, mo specimen was foud in the susequent
imediately after collection they were trensported to
the hatchery and accamodated into a glass tank filled
with fresh ad filtered estierire water ad artificial
agration was given. 20 nes. of fighes were collected, in
which the largest fish measured 60mm in legth, 45m
body depth and 6.85 gm in weight. The water sanple
was also collected fram the fiching site ad the
wes 25xpt, Desolve Qxyoen fig/lit., tamperature 28°C
axd @ 7.8.

SYSTEMATIC ACCOUNT
Qrder TETRAODONTIFORMES

Fanily @ MONACANTHIDAE

Paramonacanthus  Jeponicus  (Tilesius 1809)
Description of the Animal

Tre ody is laterally carporessed. Heed and the
body covered with lesthery skin ad very dark ad
ronn in color ard have three dark distinct bends an
the body in wp ward direction. Tre cadal fin is wade
sheped ard argl fin with ndimentary spines with 2-3
strag spine with irnvert serrattian of 8-10 arall spires.
Tre secad dorsal ad ael fins are soft rays which
camence fran opposite and extending almost to
dorsal spire. Gill dlits Teve very amll goening. Ugoer
Jaw Tes distinct three testh. The colar of the fish wes
deserved to dernce during resring in captive cadition
(Fig. 2). Sare fishes becore fully dark black ad faint,
if any doject care together. This is the peouliar
adgptation of these fidhes ad because of this, the
Fin Formula: DI-T; I2-26; P-12-13; C-12; A-27-29.

Morpharetric characters :

Characters | Measure- | Characters Measure-
ments ments
(in an) (in am)

TL 63 SL 49

1* DFH 21 2™ DFH 07

PcL 07 AFL 06

T 14 PcFB 03

27 DFB 17 AFB 16

PDD 19 HL 19

ED 04




78

Tdde : 1. TL: Tdzl lagh, 1% OFH : 1% Dorsal fin
height, B : Bxctaal fin lagth, T : Tall lagh, 2™
IFB : 2™ Dorsal fin bese, HD : Pre dorsal distance,
D : Bye diameter, 9. :Starhrd lagth, 2® DFH : 2@
Do=dl finheight, AFL: el fin lepth, RIB : Rectaral
finkese, AFB : Amal fin bese HL : Heed lagth.

Distribution @ The fishes are distrihued wicely in
Bay of Baygl, East ard west Chirs, Grest Barrier Reef,
QULE of Thedland, Hong Kang, Indian Cosan, Indonesian
Sea, Indo-West Pacific, Southem Japen ard North W et
Australia to Paoua New Guinea, Malaysia and Taiwan
ad other parts of the wrld (http://
W W w.zipoodezoo.cam) .

Remarks : Moacanthidee fishes are vary camm
In coestal ad resf waters of Tdian ad W estem Becific
Qoeen.  Paramonacanthis japonicus wes reported first
time fram the Qulf of Marer region of Idian waters
by Senthil Kuer (2001). This species irhibits the
vicinity of reef ewiramet, hide thamelves amog

Rec. zool. drv. Tdia

various plants or attaded with aninels Mohesin ad
Aniak 1996) . It feads on wide variety of benthic
inverteorates, carals or zooplanktan (http://
www.fighbase.cam; Masuda e al., 1984).
Medhavarpillai (1971) reported in his study, oa te
coarraxe of juenile P. duoirocgdalus in the Gilf of
Marer area egoecially in the reef region. In arother
study canducted by Masuda ecal . (1984) reported that
the juveniles sare times nmove towards the seaweed
and sea grass beds in dallow water region. The
mocderate salinity of the estuarine water and the
ahudarnce of ccastal vegetation, particularly mergrove
ey be the possible regias of this fich into the estery .
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Fig. 2. Golar daging bdheviar of fish Paramonacanthus

Fig. 1. Paremonacanthus Jjeponicas. e : :
Jaomicas in tre rearing tak.



