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INTRODUCTION 

Pararronacanthus jap:nicus is a cn:al TI:EE :fu:h 

:telrnging to the family :M:macanthidae of class 

ktin::pt.erygii and the OreEr Tetracxbntifo:rnes . 

:amtl:n..gh it cxrurs in rrmirE vaters, its or:igjn is 
crigjrnlly fu:rn rreE ug:irn. (http://WIJJV .zjp:xx:Ezco.cnn) . 

9:rre rrarters of this family are usa:1 for cq.Eriun 

tra:E alro. 'J1Ere are ag:n:>x:lirately 22 EIE=iES rrp::!rts:l 

in this gTIJS (http://WJVN . zjp:xx:Ezco. crrn) . Among the 

varia.E gro..p of this fanily, P. jcp::nirus is fu.rr1 to 

te o::mrr::n in reef rcgicns, 1a;p::ns arrl soft illttan 

arms of tiE sea. In tiE prr:ant stu:Y, this ~ vas 

:m:rn:h1 fer tiE first One cs S:r:al m tiE Ve1..laL EEt::t.my 

arrl tlEre is ill Earlier- rrp::!Lt available for tlEir 

dist:r:ib..Il:: m Irrlial ESb.Er:iES. 

M ATERIALAND METHOD 

In a :mJ.t.liE ~ of f:i..sl:Es rra:E fu::m tiE VeLJar­
ESb.my LB.mle:l tlEt a laLge n.nter- of P. jcp::nirus 

(Fig. 1) vas re:xm:h1. 'TIE f:i..sl:Es \I\ere fa.rr1 m tiE 

1.J+'EL :m:rlEs of tiE Ve1Jar ESb.my m 15 b rrarch, 2009 

arrl :Eurtl:EL, ill ~ vas fa.rr1 in tiE ~ 
cEy.;. 'TIE f:i..Eh \I\ere mllErts:1l:¥ m:irclirg tiE ret arrl 

TIms:liately after- mlle:ticn t:hy \I\ere trarEp::!rts:l to 

tiE lEt.d:Ety arrl a::o::rarr:x:Et into a gJass tank fille:1 

Vllith fu:Eh arrl filtem:1 ESb.Er:ire V\BteL arrl artific:ial 

CELabrn. vas giVBl. 20 n::s. of fisl:Es \I\ere mllErte:1, m 
wnch tiE largEst fish rrsasure:1 6Clrrn in lagth, 4:mn 

b::dy dpth arrl 6.85 gn in \!\eight. 'I1E VlateL EaITple 

VI6S also CDlle:ted fran the fishirg site arrl tiE 

r:hy.3io::dEnic:al p:mmeters \!\Ere re:md3:1. 'TIE s:ilinity 

VI6S 25wt, Iffi:>lve ~ Eng/lit., tErrI:erature 28CC 

arrlr:H 7.8. 

SYSTEMATIC ACCOUNT 

~ TETRAODONTIFORMES 

Fcrnily MONACANTHIDAE 

PararrorJacanthus j ap:nicus (Ti.J..ESllis 1809) 

Iffi::ripticn of the lnirral 

'TIE b::dy is laterally o::rtprESS3:1. H3:rl arrl tiE 

b::dy CXNerB:1 with lffit::1Ety skin arrl very drrk arrl 

hotn in m10r arrl ffive three drrk disbrrt l:arrl3 m 
tiE b::dy m 1..p vmd cfue:ticn. 'TIE ca.x:hl fill is ~ 

s1Er:e:1 arrl arnl fill with ru::furrntary EPllEs with 2-3 

drrk hotn vertical l:arrl3. 'TIE first cbrs:ll filllEs (IE 

st:nrg EPirE Vllith mat S2ITaticn of 8-10 arall EPiIEs. 
'TIE sa:xrr1 cbrsal arrl arnl fins are soft ray.; vbich 

ccrnrence fran q:p:>site and extea:ling aJnost to 

ca.x:hl fm l:as2. 'TIE ErrUt is PlrnY s1Er:e:1 arrl tiE 

E¥E are disbn:t Wlli:h is sihEtErl jLEt te10N tiE first 

cbrs:ll EPirE. Gill slits ffive very arall q:allrg. Lg:eL 

jarv ms disbn:t t::l1m2 tEEth. 'J1E criloL of tiE :EiEh vas 

c:i:s2rvB:1 to dEq;e d..rrirg rrmirg in captive o:rrlitim 

(Fig. 2). 8:rre :E:i..S:ES tro::rre fully drrk bla:k arrl faIDt, 

if any cbj e:t o::rre tcget:her. 'This is tiE p3:l J1 jar 

a:Eptaticn of th:s2 fisl:Es arrl l:e:a..1s2 of this, tiE 

cq..ar:ist prefEr ths2 :EiS:m. 

Fin Fomula: ill-I; D2-26; P-12-13; C-12; A-27-29. 

:MJr:pharetric chrracter-s: 

Chrracter-s Measure- Chrracter-s Measure-

rrents rrents 

(man) (man) 

TL 63 SL 49 

1a; DFH 2~ 2m DFH 0.7 

PeL 0.7 AFL 0.6 

T 1.4 PcFB 03 

2m DFB 1.7 AFB 1.6 

PDD 1.9 HL 1.9 

ED 0.4 
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Tctile : 1. TL: Tctal J.a:gth, 1 a> IJEH : 1 a> Ibrs:ll fin 
lEght, R:L : Rd::a::al fin Jagth, T: Tail Jagth, 2 rrl 

IE3 : 2 rrl D::Jrsal fill l:as2, HD : Pre cbrsal di.stan:e, 
ED : E}je diarreter', !:L : S tan::Err1lErgth, 2 rrl IE-I : 2 rrl 

Ihs:ll fin lEigt, AF L : lml fill lErgth, RH3 : B3:tcral 

fin:ta:e, AFB : Aml fin l:ase HL : lflrllErgth. 

Distriliticn : 'J1E fiS:ES are dist:r:ih.Il::e VIlirely ill 

:EBy of Ikgal, Edst arrl \!\ESt C1TIm., Grrat B:rrrier- Ps2f, 

GJlf of 'furilarrl, H:rg Kcrg, Irrlian O:Ean, Irrl::rr:sian 
Sea, In:b-WESt EOCific, 8::ut±Em Jap:m arrl:N:rth W EEl:: 

klstralia to Pap..a :N3N G.rirEa, M:liaysia arrl T aivvan 

arrl other p:rrts of the VIOrld (http:/ / 

w w w . zip:x:x:Ezro. cnn) . 

Rerrarks : :M::m.canthicbe fislEs are very o:::mrm 

ill o:asta1 arrl UEf VBteLs of Irrlian arrl W ESts:n Ea:iEic 

0:Ean. Pararronacanthus jap:nicus W£ rcp:rte:l first 

brre fran tiE GJlf of MmrEr rEgim of Irrlian vaters 

l:¥ ~ Kt.nar (2001). 'This ~ES IDhiliits tiE 
vicinity of reef EnVin:rrrEnt, hid2 t::lErs2lVES am:rg 

R:l::. zml. 8Jrv. IDa 

varirus pJants or attadE:1 wit:h arllrra1s (MiEsin arrl 

JIrd:ak 1996). It fee:ls en wid2 variety of tEnthic 

invertEbratES, corals or zo:plankten (http: / / 

www.fishbase.com; Masuda Et al. , 1984) . 

MrlBvarpillai (1971) rrp:Irts:l in his sb..dy, m tiE 

cx:n..rrnn:e of ju.BJile P. dnirc:cEP:E.lus ill tiE G.ilf of 

M:mrnr arEa e:p:cially ill tiE rEef rrgicn. In amtl:EL 

study ccn::llcte:1l:¥ M:Eu.ch Etal. (1984) rcp:rte:l t:rnt 

tiE JUVEnilES s::rre tinEs rn:Ne tOAaITls tiE saaM33:1 

arrl Sffi grass te:ls in slElION vater' rEgien. 'The 

rn:x:Erate salinity of tiE EStuarine vater' arrl the 

abJrrlrr:e of o::astal VEg2tatim, p:rrtirularly rrar.gro;e 

nay te tiE rrssible ug:iaE of this :EiEh ill:D tiE ESb.my . 
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Fig. 1. PararrorEcanthus japJOicas. Fig. 2. Cbloc dEr:gjrg 1:HEvioc of :E:i.Eh Pararronacanthus 
jcp:nicas :in tiE :rmlli:g talk. 


