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INTRODUCfION 

Members of family Terebridae are one of the most 

spectacular groups of shelled molluscs. Shells of the 

t~-lInily Terebridae are very typical in nature. These are 

commonly known as auger shells. They take their 

vernacular name from their long, slender and pointed 

shell, \\'hich are often attractively coloured and 

delicately sculptured. The salient feature of the Terebrid 

shell. are smooth or with axial sculpture, spiral sculpture 

or combination of the both. Varices absent, usually with 

subsutural grooves, outer lip not thickened and without 

denticles or lirae, columella smooth or with a plait, 

presence of shallow to deep siphonal notch, with 

t~lsci()lar band. They have close relationship with some 

other families like Turritellidae, Cerithidae and 

Pyramedellidae. Terebridae differs from Pyramedellidae 

hy having no fasciolar band and often have lirae or 

denticles inside the outer lip, shells of Turritellidae and 

Cerithidae have no fasciolar band, but Cerithidae often 

have varices. 

Terebrids are sand dwelling animals. In tropics the 

majority occur inter tidally and in the shallow sub-tidal, 

down up to about 40 meters. Sub-tidal species down 

up to about 350 meters, also occur in tropics, 

constituting more significant component of the fauna 

in temperate latitudes. All Terebrids are carnivorous, 

usually burrowing not exceeding the shell length. There 

are three different types of feeding mechanisms. (a) 

Radula and without poison apparatus; (b) there is a 

venom apparatus which injects venom by harpoon. (c) 

Without radula and venom apparatus in which the 

animal feeds the slow moving worms, which can be 

swallowed whole. Globally this family represented by 

about 265 species. with the greatest concentration of 

species in the Tropical Indo Pacific region (153 species). 

About 412 species were reported globally in different 

names. Still there is confusion exist in ascertaining the 

number of species due to polymorphic nature of the 

family Terebridae in geographical differences among the 

morphological features in different species. Only 69 

species are known from India and 12 species known 

from literature. Species of this family are predominantly 

grouped into the genus Terebra or Hastula with a few 

species remaining into the genus of Diplomeriza and 

Impages, one species remain in the genus Terenolla. 

Indian Terebrids have been inadequately treated so 

far. Smith (1899) describes 18 species under 3 genera 2 

subgenera from the collections present in the British 

Museum. Melvill and Sykes (1897, 1899) described 

about 3 species from Andaman Islands. Smith (1877-

1906) described four species and reported about 24 

species from Andaman seas. Preston (1908, 1914) 

described 4 species from Orissa coast. Ray (1948) 

described 3 species of Terebrids from Orissa coast. 

Subba Rao et at., (1991) reported 6 species under 

two genera from Orissa coast. Surya Rao et af. (1992). 

Subba Rao et af. (1992) reported about 3 species under 

one genera from Digha coast of West Bengal. Subba 

Rao and Dey (2000) reported about 25 species belongs 

to 4 genera in their catalogue of marine gastropods 

from Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Subba Rao (2003) 

reported 15 species belongs to 4 genera of family 

Terebridae from different locations of Indian coast. 

Surya Rao (2004) reported about 2 species belongs to 

2 genera from Gujarat coast and Ansari ef al. 

(2006) reported of 6 species of genus Terehra from 

Andaman. 

The objective of this work is to update our 

knowledge on Terebridae of India. The present account 

deals with the 52 species inhabiting the Indian seas. It 

includes the up to date nomenclature, synonymy, 

distinctive features, affinity and their distribution. 
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MATERIALS AND METHODS 

This work is based on the large collection of 

Terebridae present in the National Zoological Collection 

of Zoological Survey of India obtained from the 

following sources. 

i) Shore collections from Indian main land and its 

adjoining islands by surgeons Naturalists of Indian 

Marine Survey, Abroad RIMS • Investigator' during 

1887-1939. 

ii) Collection brought by faunestic survey parties 

of Zoological Survey of India from different coastal 

areas. 

PROCEDURAL TECHNIQUES 

Morphological examination of the shell was carried 

out with the help of magnifying glass (lOx) or under a 

binocular microscope. 

All the measurements are given in millimeters (mm). 

For each species, largest and smallest were selected 

for measurements. Shell measurements are given in 

terms of maximum dimension along the longitudinal axis 

(Length) maximum dimension along body whorl (Width) 

and the maximum length of the aperture (Aperture 

length). All the measurements were taken with the help 

of a dial caliper. 

I n the descri pti ve part the usual procedure 

employed by malacologist is followed for the sake of 

uni formity. 

The systematic arrangement of genera and species 

is mainly based on Vaught's classification (1989). 

HISTORY OF CLASSIFICATION 

Adanson, (1757) in his voyage to Senegal instituted 

the genus Terebra, to include those Species, which 

Linnaeus (1857) after wards jncluded in his genus 

Buccinum. It is true that Adanson's genus brought 

together two distinct form of molluscs; one group 

belonging to the Buccinum, to comprehended within 

that genus; whilst the other contains species which 

have been considered by Bruguiere (1789) and Lamarck 

( 1822) as typical of the genus Terebra and this genus, 

so reconstituted, has been recognized of all naturalists. 

Not withstanding this unanimity with respect to the 

genus, an attempt has been made by Schumacher ( 1817) 

and supported by Blainville (1825) to make an alteration 

in its consitution. Schumacher in fact proposes to give 

the name Terebra to the Bucciniform species, and call 

the others by a new generic name reformed by Bruguiere 

and Lamarck. This change might have been brought 

about it during the time of Adanson, the genus 
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Buccinul11 had not been established by Linnaeus, since 

which period it has only been necessary to embrace 

under it the two species erroneously referred to the 

Buccinum of Adanson and this way the genus becomes 

naturally constituted. The nomenclature of Bruguiere 

and Lamarck ought therefore to be retained. The inutility 

of the genus Subula of Schumacher is in this manner 

demonstrated. No one had dreamt of this genus till 

Adams and Adams attempted to establish in their work 

instituted "The Genera of Recent Molluscs" 

Terebra have the closest relation to Buccinum, as 

conchologist well known, and it fell to Lamarck to 

introduce two species of the Buccil1ul11 amongst the 

Terebra. And the reversal has also taken place, for some 

true Terebra have been ranged with BliccillUI11. These 

facts show how these two genera are related; and so it 

seems natural to place first the species most nearly 

allied to BuccinWl1 and lastly those with a farthest 

removed from them. 

SYSTEMATIC LIST OF INDIAN SPECIES 

Class GASTROPODA 

Subclass PROSOBRANCHIA 

Order NEOGASTROPODA 

Superfamily CONOIDEA 

Major Genera: 

Family TEREBRIDAE 

Genus Diplolneriza 
Genus Hm.lula 
Genus Impages 
Genus Terebra 

Genus Terenolla 

Family TEREBRIDAE 

1. Genus Diplomeriza 

1. Diplomeriza anomala (Gray) 

2. Diplomeriza duplicata (Linnaeus) 

3. Diplomeriza evoluta Deshayes** 

4. Diplomeriza raphanula Lamarck 

5. Diplomeriza spectabilis (Hinds) 

6. Diplomeriza straminea Gray 

7. Diplomeriza tiurensis Schepman** 

8. Diplomeriza tricolor (Sowerby) 

2. Genus Hastula 

1. Hastula albula (Menke) 

2. Hastula bacillus Deshayes 

3. Hastula cinerea Born 

4. Hastula diverse Smith 

5. Hastula hastata Gmelin 
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h Ilustu/a inconstans Hinds 

7 111I.litula il1col1stans canfilsa Smith** 

x. ""slll/a /allCeala Linnaeus** 
9 II1Istuia laula (Pease) 

10. I-Iastula matherianana (Oeshayes) 
It. lIastula penicil/ata Hinds * * 
12. lIastula salida Oeshayes 
Il Hastliia . ..,·trigilata (Linnaeus) 
14. Hastula stylala (Hinds) 
15. /I£I.\"(ula tenera (Hinds) 
16. lIastlila trail/ii (Oeshayes) 

3. Genus Impages 

I. Impages hectica Linnaeus 

4. Genus Terebra 

I. Terebra arealata (Link) 
') Terebra affinis Gray 

J Terebra alveolata Hinds 
4. Terebra amanda. Hinds 
5. Terebra amoena Oeshayes 
6. Terebra anilis (Roeding) 

7. Terebra babylonia. Lamarck** 
K Terebra bijrons Hinds** 

9. Terebra cerithina Lamarck 
10. Terebra chlorata Lamarck 

11. Terehra cingulifera Lamarck 
\ 2. Terebra columellaris (Hinds) 
13. Terebra commaculata (Gmelin) 
14. Tcrehra crenulata (Linnaeus) 

15. l'erebra crenulata f fimbriata Oeshayes* 

16. Ten'hra crenulata f interlineata Deshayes* 
17. Ten:hra decorata Oeshayes** 
1 K Terebra deshayesi Reeve 
19. Terebra dimidiata. (Linnaeus) 
20. Terebra durgella Ray 
21. Terebrafelina (Oilwyn) 

22. Terebra Jenestrata Hinds 
23. Terebra funiculata Hinds 
24. Terebra guttata (Roeding) 

25. Terebra laevigata Gray 
26. Terebra maculata (Linnaeus) 
27. Terebra macandrewii Smith 

28. Terebra nebulosa Sowerby 

29. Terebra nodularis Deshayes** 

30. Terebra pertusa Born 
31. Terebra polygyrata (Deshayes) 
32. Terebra punctatostriata Gray 
33. Terebra quoygaimard Cernohorsky 

34. Terebra roseata. Adams & Reeve* * 
35. Terebra subulata (Linnaeus) 
36. Terebra succincta Gmelin 

37. Terebra succinea Hinds** 

38. Terebra tessellata Gray* * 
39. Terebra textilis Deshayes 
40. Terebra trlcincta. Smith 
41. Terebra tricolor Sowerby** 
42. Terebra triseriata Gray 
43. Terebra undulata Gray 

44. Terenolla pygmaea Hinds** 

**Literature only *forms 

Class GASTROPODA 
Subclass PROSOBRANCHIA 

Order NEOGASTROPODA 
Superfamily CONOIDEA 

Family TEREBRIDAE 
Family TEREBRIDAE Moerch 

1852. Terebrina Moerch, Cat. Conchyl. foldi 1., p. 741-853. 
Acusidae qray. Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. Ser. 2, 14(62) : 
129 (based 'on Acus Gray, 1847-non Lecepede, 1803). 

1853. Terebrinae H & A. Adams, Gen. Rec. Moll., l: 224. 

1969. Pervicaciidae Rudman, Ve/iger, 12(1) : 63. 

Diagnostic Characters : Shell variable in shape, 

generally fusiform, with a high slender spire. Outer 
surface with many sculptural patterns composed of 

spiral or axial to oblique ribs and cords, grooves, 
nodules or spines. Often present with periostracum. 
Aperture more or less elongate, siphonal canal well 
marked, short to long, outer lip thin and sharp. A 

characteristic slit or notch along the posterior part of 
the outer lip, which is reflected in the growth line made 
by the lip. 

Key to the Genera 

1. Suture distinctly separated, absence of a heavy 
callous on the parietal wall ........ Terebra Bruguiere 

- Suture indistinctly separated, presence of a. narrow 
callous band .................................... lmpages Smith 

2. Spiral sculpture absent; siphonal canal with a deep 

notch ............................. Hastula Adams & Adams 

- Spiral sculpture present; siphonal canal without a 
deep notch; axial ribs prominent, spiral grooves deep 
.................................................... Diplomeriza Dall 

Genus D;p!omer;za Dall 1908 

D;p!omer;za duplicata Linnaeus, 1758 

Diagnostic Characters: Shell solid, glossy, medium 
in size, aperture small and ovate, sculptured with 
prominent axial rjbs and deep spiral grooves at suture. 

Interstices narrow and smooth, with stain, pre-sutural 
band below the suture divides by grooves with folded 

whorls. 
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Genus DipiOlneriza, Dall 1908 

Diplomeriza duplicata Linnaeus. 1758 

Key to the species under the Genus Diplon,eriza 

1. Columella strongly twisted fasciole with a ridge. 

suture with sub-sutural band ................. strominea 

- Columella slightly twisted. fasciole without a ridge. 

suture without sub-sutural band .......................... 2 

2. Whorls flatly convex. ornamented with square 

orange spots .......................................... raphanula 

- Whorls straight sided, without any ornamentation 

.............................................................................. 3 

3. Earlier whorls expanding. axial ridge above and 

below on all whorls ............................... spectahilis 

- Earlier whorls expanding. axial ridge above and 

below on all whorls ............................... spectahilis 

- Earlier whorls not expanding, with out axial ridge 

.............................................................................. 4 

4. Shell with a peripheral band~ pale spiral band with 

isolated brown spots " ............................ dllplicata 

- Shell without a peripheral band; absence of pale 

spiral band with brown spots ............................... 5 

5. Whorls flatly convex, smooth with 3 distinct orange 

red lines ...................................................... tricolor 

- Whorls folded above, without any colored lines, 

axial ribs straight not continuous on entire whorl 

....................................................... ........... anomala 

1. Dip/olneriza anomala Gray 

(PI. 1, Fig. 1) 

1834. Terebra anomala Gray, Proc. zoo!. Soc. Lond., p. 
62 : (habitat: Singapore). 

1844. Terebra anomala : Hinds Thes conch. p. 180. PI. 45. 
figs. 101-102. 

1859. Terebra anomala : Deshayes Proc. zoo!. Soc. Lond., 
27 p. 291 SI. No. 81. 

1860. Terebra anomala : Reeve, Conch. Icon, 12, Terebra. 
PI. 12; fig. 36. 

Material examined: Chennai coast (26 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 15.30-34.00, Width: 

3.70-7.00 Aperture length: 2.30-5.40 

Description : Shell small in size, up to 34 mm in 

height, spire pointed, whorls about 12 and folded 

above; aperture broad and quadragular, columella 

straight and little calloused. Suture divided by an 

impressed punctuate line. Shell smooth polished with a 
whitish band on the periphery. 

Remarks: The chief distinct feature of this species 

is the wavy spiral groove 'or impressed line which 
divides the whorls a little below the suture. 
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Distrihution : India: Tamilnadu. Chennai Coast. 

ElseH'here : Philippines. Sandwich Island. Singapore. 

2. Dip/omeriza duplicata (Linnaeus) 

(PI. L Fig. 2) 

175~. Buccil1ulJ1 duplic(lllil11 Linnaells. Sn'f. Sal. 10 : 758. 
12 : 1206. 

1767. Diplomcriza dllplicala Linnaells . . ~\'sl. /\'al., ed. 12 : 
1206. 

I X39. Terchra lamarcki Kiener. Icol1 des emf. r l\'. p. 30. t. 

9. fig. 19. 

1857. Tcrehra rce\'ei Deshayes . .I. (·ollch.d, 6 : p. 65-102. 
pi. 35 . 

1906. Tcrchra eluplica/a : Comher. J B(}mh(~l' IlUl. His!. Soc., 
17 : 21~. 

1921. Tcrchra dllplicafa : Hornell. J\ludru\ Fish. Bull., 14 : 
141. 

1942. Duplicaria dllplicalll : Gravely. 1311/1. ,\ladras Gm'!. 
AlliS. New Sel: (Nal. Hisl.). 5(2) : XO. 

1952. DlIplicaria duplicata : Satyamurti, BIIII. ,\fadrlls Gol'f . 
!vIliS. Xc\\' Sa (Nat. Hist.), 1(2) : 214. PI. 21. fig. 5. 

1952. Terebra duplicata : Subramanyam, Karandikar and 
Murti, 1. Un i\'. Bombay, 21(3) : 55. Fig. 171. 

1961. DlIplicaria dllplicata : Menon, Datta Gupta and 
Gupta, 1. Bomhay nal. Hisl. Soc., 58(2) : 490. PI. 9. 
fig. 77. 

1986. Duplicuria dllplicata : Tikader. Daniel and Subba Rao. 
Sea shore animals of Andaman lIl1d 7Vicohar Islllllds. 
Zoo/. SUI1'. Illdia, p. 173. 

1990. Duplicaria duplicala : Pinn. Sea Shells otPondicherry, 
Nehru Science Centre, p. 109, fig. 200. 

2000. Diplomcriza duplicala : Subba Rao and Dey Rec. zool. 
Surv. Ind. Occ. Paper, 187 : p. 175. 

2003. Duplicaria duplicata : Subba Rao, Rec. zool. Surv. 
Ind. Oce. Paper, 192 : pI. 87, fig. 2 & 3 and pi. 89, 
fig. 6-7. 

2004. Diplomeriza duplicala : Rao, Maitra, Barua and 
Ramakrishna, Fauna of Gujarat, State Fauna series, 
8(2) : 324. Zoo!. Surv. India. 

2007. Diplomeriza duplicata : Ramkrishna, Dey, Barua and 
Mukhopadhya, Fauna of Andhra Pradesh, State Fauna 
series, 5(7) : 136, XI, figs. 131 & 132. Zoo!. Surv. 
India. 

Material examined: Andamans (9 exs), Gujarat (2 

exs). Tamil Nadu (5 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 47.70-52.50, Width: 

8.00-8.30 Aperture length: 8.10-8.80. 

Description: Shell of medium size, up to 50 mm in 
height, narrowly elongate with 15 to 17 whorls. Aperture 

small and ovate, columella twisted, anterior canal 

recurved. Sculptured with a deep sutural groove, 25-30 

flat and close set of axial ribs, whorl divided by a spiral 

groove above the middle. Shell glossy, cream or brown 

coloured with darker rusty brown transpirally elongate 

markings with a pale band just above suture. 
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RC/JIlir/t.\ : It can be differentiated by the presence 
ur deep -"lltllral groove and flat close set of axial rib in 
tl ansparent in appearance. 

I >/\(r/hlil/oll : India: Tamil Nadu : Madras, Gulf of 
"!annar (Tuticorin, Pamhan, Krusadai Islands), 
:\ ndaman Islands. 

1:'I.\(,\\·here : Ch ina, I ndo- Pac i fic (common) 
1\ bdagascar, Malacca's, Singapore, Viti Islands. 

J. Diplollleriza raphanula Lamarck 
(PI. 1, Fig. 3) 

I S.2.2. Tl'I"t'hra raplwlllila Lamarck, Anim. Sans. Na(. 10 : p . 
.246. 

I S ~1J. 7;'rehr£l raphnllia : Kiener, Icon. des Coq. vivo p. 21, 
(16): pI. 10, fig. 20. 

I X44. Terehr£l raphanliia : Hinds. Thes Conchyl. P. 159. 
(23) : pI. 44, fig. 94. 

I ~NX. Terl.'hra raphanula : Melvill and Sykes, Proc. malac. 
Soc. London, 3 : 43. 

Il)X6. Duplicaria raphallula : Tikader, Daniel and Subba Rao, 
Sea shore animals of And am an and Nicobar Islands. 
ZO()/. SlUT. India. p. 173. 

1990. Duplicaria raphanula : Pinn, Sea Shells of Pondicheny, 
Nehru Science Centre, p. 110, fig. 202. 

Afalerial examined: Andamans (5 exs), Marine 

survey (2 exs), Kerala (3 exs), Kamataka (4 exs). 

A/ellsllrements (mm) : Length: 38.10-46.70, Width: 

X.JO-X.50 Aperture length: 10.00-10.60. 

Description: Shell somewhat cylindrical, up to 46 

n1l11 in height, whorls flatly convex gives some what 

tower like apperance, whorls divided at the upper part 

by a sharp groove, the folds disappearing on the last 

whorl. aperture squarish, columella slightly recurved. 

Ornamented with longitudinally square orange spots 

and red dotted at the sutural margin. 

Remarks: It can be differentiated from other species 

by its more slender and shiny distinct tessellated ash 

colour. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands. 

Elselt'here : South Africa, Fiji Island, Philippines. 

4. Diplon,eriza spectabi!is Hinds 

(pt. L Fig. 4) 

1844. Terebra spectabilis Hinds, Proc. zool. Soc. Lond.. pI. 
1 L p. 153. 

2003. Terebra spectabilis : Subba Rao, Rec. zool. Surv. Ind. 
Occ. Papel: 192 : 319, pI. 87. 

Material examined: Andamans (8 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 10.50-17.00, Width: 
2.90-4.50 Aperture length: 2.70-4.20. 

Description: Shell solid, 17 mm in height, glossy, 

straight sided but earlier whorls expanding more rapidly 

than later ones, last whorl roundly keeled at base, suture 
deep; deep sutural groove has crowded, straight, axial 

ridges above and below on all whorls, smooth between 
ridges, siphonal canal strongly recurved, amber with 
white band above and below suture, columella white. 

Remarks : A gracefully colored species, encircled 
by a marked depression above and below the suture. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands. 

Elsewhere: Guinea, Pakistan, Sumatra, Tasmania. 

5. Diplomeriza straminea Gray 
(PI. 1, Fig. 5) 

1843. Diplomeriza straminea Gray, Proc. zool. Soc. London, 
11 : 62. 

1839. Terebra habylonia Var. Kiener, Icon. Decay 5 : pI. 14, 
fig. 35a. 

1859. Terebra approximata Deshayes, Proc. zool. Soc. 
Lond., p. 299, sp. no. 125. 

1898. Terebra straminea : Melvill and Sykes, Proc. malac. 
Soc. London, 3 : 43. 

1908. Terebra unicolor Preston, Rec. Indian Mus., 2 : 190, 
pI. 17, fig. 65. 

1986. Duplicaria straminea : Tikader, Daniel and Subba Rao, 
Sea shore animals of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
Zoo I. Surv. India, p. 173. 

2000. Diplomeriza straminea : Subba Rao and Dey, Rec. 
zool. Surv. India, Occ. Paper No. 187 : 175. 

Material examined: Andaman (4 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 54.60-65.20, Width: 

9.00-10.30 Aperture length: 8.60-10.00. 

Description : Shell large and slender, up to 65 mm 
in height, about 21 whorls, whorls convex, spirally and 
finely ridged, aperture narrowly oval, columella twisted 
and recurved at the base, outer lip thin. Sculptured 
with fine axial and spiral lines, suture deep, interstices 
rather excavated, swollen and turreted suture impressed 
with orange or brown color. 

Remarks : It nearly allied to T quoygaimard. It can 
be identified by the sculpture of fine incised grooves. 

Distribution : India : Andaman Islands and 
Lakshadweep. 

Elsewhere: Philippines, China. 

6. Diplolneriza tricolor (Sowerby) 
(pt. 1, Fig. 6) 

1825. Diplomeriza tricolor Sowerby, Cat. Shell Tankerville, 
appendix, p. 24. 

1833. Terebra taeniolata Quoy & Gaimaird, Voy. De PAstl: 
T ii. p. 466, pI. 36, fig. 25-2. 

1860. Terebra deshayesii : Reeve, Conch. /con., 12. Fig. 45. 

1898. Terebra tricolor : Melvill and Sykes, Proc. malae. 
Soc. London, 3 : 43. 

1906. Terebra tricolor: Comber, 1. Bomba}' nat. Hist. Soc., 
17 : 212. 
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1986. Duplicaria tricolor: Tikader, Daniel and Subba Rao. 
Sea shore animals of Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 
Zool. Surv. India. p. 173. 

2000. Diplomeriza tricolor: Subba Rao and Dey, Rec. zool. 
Surv. India. Dec. Paper No. 187 : 175. 

Material examined: Andamans (9 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 33.70-55.40, Width: 

5.80-8.60 Aperture length: 4.80-8.20. 

Description: Shell large and slender, up to 56 mm 

in height, almost straight sided, whorls slightly convex, 

about 18-21 whorls, early whorls slightly crenulated and 

later one become smooth; aperture small, columella 

twisted recurved. Suture impressed, sutural band with 

creamy white in color, each whorl is covered by 3 

distinct red-orange color spiral lines; shell orange fawn 

in color. 

Remarks : It is charactrized by a typical state, 

encircled with 3 distinct orange red lines; it differs very 

little from T. cingulifera. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands. 

Elsewhere: Indonesia, Japan and Tonga Islands. 

Genus Hastula H. Adams & A. Adams, 1853 

Type sp. : Hastula (Hastula) strigilata Linnaeus, 1758 

Diagnostic Characters : Shell of moderate size, 

aperture wide, anterior canal very short with a wide 

deep notch; siphonal fasciole wide, with an indistinct 

groove, columella with a basal fold, callus curving inner 

wall, narrow axial ribs, which fade out on anterior part 

of whorls. 

Key to species under genus Hastula 

l. Axial ribs continue on entire body whorl, presence 

of a narrow pre-sutural band ................ inconstans 

- Axil ribs not continue on entire body whorl, absence 

of a narrow pre-sutural band ................................ 2 

2. Nuclear whorl with brown color, with blackish brown 

rhomboidal blotches ................................ strigilata 

- Nuclear whorls without color, without' any blotches; 

body whorl with a color band .............................. 3 

3. Body whorl with a narrow brown band, purple spot 

in upper part ............................................... cinerea 

- Body whorl with a broad white band, ornamented 

with short axial streaks ......................................... 4 

4. Shell shining brown, axial streaks forms a narrow 

band .. , .......................................................... stylata 

~ Shell shining white, axial ~treaks not forming a band, 

well defined at suture ........................................... 5 
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5. Upper part of suture with continuous plication, and 

with a sutural groove ................................... albula 

Upper part of suture without continuous plication 

and without a sutural groove ............................... 6 

6. Shell elongate cylindricaL columella arched; suture 

without band ............................................... hastata 

- Shell short not cylindricaL columella twisted, suture 

with a band ........................................................... 7 

7. Suture with red color band below. with interstices 

concave ........................................................ tenera 

- Suture variously handed. interstices not concave, 

coloration on apex ................................................ 8 

8. Suture encircled with a narrow violet band, band 

becomes broad at base ................................. trailli 

- Suture encircled with a purple hand, band becomes 

narrow at base ...................................................... 9 

9. Shell grayish, columella without callous, axial ribs 

straight ........................................................... lauta 

- Shell brownish, columella with callous, spot below 

suture .................................................................. 10 

10. Length of aperture more than half of the body whorl, 

pre-sutural margin with a pit ............ matherionana 

- Length of aperture less than half of the body whorL 

pre-sutural margin without a pit ......................... 11 

11. Axial ribs narrow and sharp; interstices with peculiar 

leaden ash colour ...................................... bacillum 

- Axial ribs broad and flat; interstices with orange 

colour .. , ......................................................... solida 

7. Hastula alhula (Menke) 

(PI. 1, Fig. 7) 

1843. Terebra (Hastula) albula Menke, Moll. Nov. Holl. Spec. 
p. 30, No. 163. 

1844. Terebra (Hastula) albula : Hinds, Thes conch. p. 183. 
(93) PI. 43, fig. 126. 

1859. Terebra incolor Deshayes, Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., p. 
283. . 

1898. Terebra casta Lamarck : Melvil and Skyes, Proc. 
malac. Soc. London, 3 : 42. 

1986. Duplicaria albula : Tikader, Daniel and Subba Rao, 
Sea shore animals of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
Zool. Surv. India, p. 173. 

2000. Hastula albula : Subba Rao and Dey Rec. zool. Surv. 
Indi. Dcc. Paper, 187 : 176. 

Material examined: Andamans (6 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 22.00-26.80, Width: 

2.30-2.50 : Aperture length: 5.40-6.00. 

Description: Shell small and cylindrical, up to 27 

mm in height, about 9-11 flattened whorls, undivided, 
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C\os~ly plic3ted round the upper part plaits produced 

at tilt' slltur~. whorls divided by an impressed punctuate 

lin~ n~ar suture; aperture rather small, and columella 

ratht'r ShOI1. weakly arched. Shell smooth, polished, 

urnam~nted with a whitish band on the periphery. 

Rcmarks : This species is widely distributed, varies 

is sklllier and sculpture. Variability may occur due its 

hahitats. This species does not have any encircling 

gruun: . 

I )I.\'/ril>ution : India: Andaman Islands. 

1:'/scH'i1l!re : Australia, Philippine, Straits of rvlalacca. 

R. Hastula bacillus (Oeshayes) 
(PI. 1, Fig. 8) 

I X59. J(n:hra bacillus Oeshayes, Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., 
pI. 25, sp. no. 134. 

1l)59. Terbra lactca Oeshayes, Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., no. 
52. p. 285. 

I XhO. Ten!hra bacillus: Reeve, Conch. Jeon., 12, Terebra 
sp. 134, pI. 25, fig. a, b, c. 

2008. Hastlila bacil/um : Mahapatra, Fauna of Krishna 
EstuaI)', Estuarine Ecosystem series, 5 : 136, Zoo1. 
Surv. India. 

A1ateria/ examined: Orissa (72 exs) Visakhapatnam 

(56 exs). 

A-!easurements (mm): Length: 13.15-18.75, Width: 

2J~5-3.46: Aperture length: 3.20-5.30. 

Description: Shell solid, needle like, up to 18 mm in 

height, whorls slopping flattered, undivided, elongate 

plicate crenulated round the upper part, aperture small, 

columella arched and short. Ornamented with banded 

I~aden ash-colour, shining, some times spotted 

beneath the sutures, apex lead colour. 

Remark'i : A shining solid shell, of transparent white, 

variously banded with a peculiar leaden ash colour. 

Distribution : India : Orissa, Andhra Pradesh: 

Visakhapatnam, Bhimlipatnam. 

ElseH'here : Red sea; Sandwich Island. 

9. Hastula cinerea (Born) 

(PI. 1, Fig. 9) 

1780. Terbra cinera Born, Test. Mus. Caes. Vindobonesia p. 
267, pI. 10, fig. 11 & 12. 

1843. Terebra luctuosa Hinds, Proc. zo'ol. Soc. Lond., p. 
157. 

1850. Terebra jamaicensis Adams, Cont. conch. p. 58. 

Material examined: Andamans (5 ·~xs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 25.0'0-27.40, Width: 

5.20-5.70; Aperture length: 5.40-6.60. 

Description : Shell medium in size, up to 27 mm 

height, with pointed and long spire, whorls about 10-

12 sharply flattened; whorls, longitudinally finely 

striated; aperture small, columella callous, shining 

chestnut, straight, somewhat truncated. Ornamented 

with a dark brown, short axial streaks at suture which 

gives a narrow band appearance. Sculptured with 

narrow curved axial ribs which become obsolete in short 

distance before to the suture; body whorl with a white 

and brown band. 

Remarks : Characterized by a uniform cinereous 

colored shining chestnut columella, and by the delicate 

concentric placations of the upper part of the whorls, 

round which there is only- a scarcely perceptible 

depression in the place of the customary groove. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands. 

Elsewhere: Isles of Mindanao, Japan, Philippines, 
Polynesia and West Africa. 

10. H astula hastata (Gmelin) 

(PI. I, Fig. 10) 

1791. Buccinum has tatum Gmelin, p. 3502, no. 144. 

1828. Terebra costata Menke, Syn. Mus., p. 84. 

1839. Terebra hastata, Kiener, Icon. Des Coq. Viv., 17 : p. 
22, pI. 10, fig. 23. 

1844. Terebra hastata Hinds, Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., p. 162, 
no. 43. 

1859. Terebra crasula Oeshayes, Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., p. 
282, No. 37. 

2000. Hastula hastata : Rao and Dey. Rec. zoo/. Surv. Ind. 
Occ. Paper, 187 : 176. 

Material examined: Andamans (5 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 14.60-26.50, Width: 
3.00-6.50; Aperture length: 3.40-7.10. 

Description: Shell elongate and cylindrical, keeled 
at base, whorls about 9-10, flattened, undivided, closely 
plicated round the uppe~ part plaits produced at the 
suture, Axial ribs flat and continuous, aperture rather 
small, columella rather short and arched. Shell creamy 
white, ornamented with a white band at sutures, 
interstices smooth filled with dark-orange color. Pre­
sutural groove is absent. 

Remarks : Widely distributed species varying in 
slender and define of sculpture along to its habitat. It 
is one of the species which do not have pre-sutural 
groove. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands. 

Elsewhere: Australia, Philippines, Sandwich Island, 
West Indies. 

11. Hastula inconstans (Hinds) 
(PI. 1, Fig. 11) 

1844. Terebra inconstans Hinds, Thes. Conch., p. 179, no. 
85, pI. 44, fig. 83. 
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1859. Terebra illcollstalls Oeshayes Proc. zool. Soc. LOIld.. 
p. 291, no. 80. 

1860. Terebra aciculina Reeve, Conch. Icon.. 12, Terebra 
sp. 134, pI. 25, fig. a, b, c. 

2003. Terebra inconstans : Subba Rao, Rec. zool. Sun'. Ind. 
Dcc. Paper, 192 : 338, pI. 89, fig. 1. 

Material examined: Andamans (5 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 23.80-29.80, Width: 

6.30-7.10; Aperture length: 6.50-8.60. 

Description : Shell small, up to 30 mm in height, 

thin, narrow and acicular with about 12 whorls. Aperture 

short broadly effused at base, columella calloused, very 

short and straight, keeled at base. Upper part of the 

whorls sculptured with elongate folded axial ribs. Color 

shining white, with pale band towards base, sutures 

white with pale band and brown dots below. 

Remarks : This species has much of general 

character of T anomala but whorls are continuous entire 

and the shells are more acuminate of the body. 

Distribution : India : Andamans; Tamil Nadu 

Tranquebar. 

Elsewhere : Merques Island, Sandwich Islands. 

12. Hastula lauta (Pease) 

(Pl.l,Fig.12) 

1869. Terebra lauta, Pease, Am. Jow"n. Conch., 5, p. 66. 

1967. Hastula lauta : Cernohorsky. Marine shells of Pacific, 
1, p. 210, fig. 404. 

2003. Terebra lauta : Subba Rao, Rec. zoo I. Sun'. India, 
Dcc. Paper No. 192, p. 339, pI. 89, figs. 8 & 9 (only 
description not figures). 

Material examined: Andaman (2 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 21.50-22.00, Width: 

4.50-4.70; Aperture length: 4.30-4.60. 

Description: Shell solid, sub-cylindrical in shape 

up to 22 mm in height with about 12 whorls, aperture 

small; sculptured with strong longitudinally plicated 

axial ribs, the placations are regular, sharp and extending 

across the whorls, the interstices witl:l a single row of 

p~nctuation near the suture; deep spiral groove at 

suture~ leaden gray to orange brown in color, 

ornamented with polished banded with yellow, bearing 

a row of chestnut spots at the suture with a pale 

peripheral band, beneath which the body whorl is 
chestnut colored. 

Remarks : This species is nearly allied to H. 
strigilata but it can be identified by sharp plication 

and the line of punctuation which indicate a sutural 

space and no demarcation defined upon the in the ribs. 

Distribution : India : Andaman Islands. 

Ree. ~(}()1. Sun'. Il1dia 

13. H ustliia matllerolliwltl (Deshayes) 

(Pl. L Fig. 13) 

1959. Terehra mal/7ertJlliollll Deshay~s, Proc. zool. Soc.. 

Lond : p. 287, no. 60, pl. 27. 

1860. Tt>rebra aciclililhi Laman:k, Reeve Proc. zoo/. Soc.. 

LOIld.. pI. 23, sp. no. 121. 

1869. Terehra strigillahl LinnaclIs, Pease, Am. J. Conch., 4, 

p. 123. 
1885. Terehra laura Pease, Tryon, .\1<111. COl1ch. 7 : 33, pI. 

10, fig. 91 (figd. Type spec 1111 en ). 

2000. Haslula mathemnial111 : SlIhha Ran and Dey. Rec. zoo I. 
SlIr\,. Illd. Oc('. Paper So. IH7 : 17(). 

Material examined: Andamans (5 exs). 

Measurements (Inm) : Length: \ X.50-11.00, Width: 

3.60-4.50~ Aperture length: 4.30-4.XO. 

Description: Shell solid, small up to 11 ml1l in height, 

spire long and pointed, whorls about 14. whorls 

slopping flattened, undivided. Longitudinal placations 

are continuous to the base of the whorl. apel1ure small 

and narrow, broadly effused at the base, other lip thin, 

columella very short, callous, and straight keeled at 

base. Color white or ash, shining, ornamented with pale 

band towards the base, suture white, encircled with 

elongated brown dots. Body whorl with a white band. 

Remarks : Longitudinal plications are continuous 

to the base of the whorl, and the aperture is sma]] and 

narrow and not patulateas. This species varies little in 

form, except in having the plicated sculpture more or 

less strongly developed. It is nearly allied to H. 

strigilata. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands. 

Elselvhere : Manila, Singapore, Sandwich Islands. 

14. Hastula solida (Oeshayes) 

(PI. I, Fig. 15) 

1859. Terebra solida Deshayes Proc. zool. Soc., Lond, p. 
282, no. 36. 

1898. Terebra solida : Melvill and Skyes, Proc. malac. Soc., 
London, 3 : 42. 

1967. Has/ula solida : Cernohorsky. Marine shells of facific, 

1, p. 212, pI. 54, fig. 408. 

Material examined: Andamans 1 ex. 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 18.50, Width : 4.60~ 

Aperture length: 3.20. 

Description: Shell solid, with pointed spire, whorls 

about 9-12, nuclear whorls light orange in colour 

aperture broad, columella straight, little callous. 

Sculptured with 14-18 broad and flat axial ribs; white 

ornamented with a narrow fawn band; interstices are 

smooth and often s'tained with orange. 
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Rt'/llorb : This species can be identified with the 

aid or a\ial ribs are flat and broad; stained with orange 

("lour. 

I )islrlhullOl1 : India: Andaman Islands. 

Fls(' wherc : Tropical Paci fic, uncommon 

( 'lTlloilorsky. 1(67). 

15. Hastliia !itrigilata Linnaeus 

(PI. I, Fig. 14) 

I :~X HIIC('/lIl1ll1 slrigel/alliln Linnaeus. Sysl. Nal., ed., 10 : 
741 (Type locality: 0 Asiatic). 

I X-l-l /,"1'('l>l'a strigilala Hinds, Thes. Conch. p. 180. pI. 45, 
ligs. 10 1-1 02. 

I X:'9. 71.'/'('1>1'£1 modesla Deshayes, Proc. zoo!. Soc.. Lond. : 
p. 2XX. No. 64. 

19h 7. Huslli/a strigilata : Cernohorsky. Marine shells of 
Pacific. 1, p. 154. fig. 409. 

. \!aterial examined: Orissa (12 exs). 

,\/ew;uremellts (mm) : Length: 25.60-28.35, Width: 

),()O-h.20; Aperture length: 4.20-5.20. 

Dcscription : Shell medium in size, with pointed spire, 

lip to 2~ mm in height, about 10-15 whorls; Whorls flat 

sitkd. aperture small, columella short, slightly twisted; 

color shining brownish gray, with white bands below 

suture. blackish brown rhomoboidal on a white pre­

sutural band. Sculptured with broad and flat axial ribs, 

interstices narrow and smooth; body whorl with a white 

peripheral band. 

Remarks: White purple band with blackish brown 

rhumhoidal below the suture helps to identify this 

~peclcs. 

[)istribUlivn : India: Orissa; Tamil Nadu : Madras. 

Elscwhere : Australia, Indonesia, Indo Pacific, 

Philippines, Sandwich Islands, Sri Lanka. 

16. Hastliia stylata (Hinds) 

(PI. I, Fig. 16) 

1844. Tc.:rbra stylala Hinds, Proc. Zoo I. Soc. Lond.. 11 : p. 
152. 

1967. Hastu/a sty/ata : Cernohorsky. Marine shells of Pacific. 
1. p. 214, fig. 410. 

1898. Terebra confusa : Melvill and Sykes, Pmc. ma/ae. 
Soc. London, 3 : 42. 

2000. Haslula slylata : Subba Rao and Dey, Rec. zool. Surv. 
india, Dec. Paper No., 187 : 177. 

AJaterial examined: Andaman Ishmds (4 exs) Orissa 

(2 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 25.60-36.50, Width: 

5.60-7.40; Aperture length: 4.20-5.40. 

Description: Shell medium in size, with pointed spire, 

up to 36 mm in height, about 10 whorls; aperture small, 

columella callous, shining chestnut, straight, somewhat 
truncated, color shining brownish gray, Ornamented 

with dark brown short axial streaks at suture, which 
tend to form a narrow band. Sculptured with narrow 
curved axial ribs, which becomes obsolete before suture. 

Body whorl with a white and brown band. 

Remarks: Narrow curved axial ribs which become 

obsolete a short distance posteriorly to sutures helps 
to identify this species. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands, Orissa. 

Elsewhere: Tropical Pacific. 

17. Hastula tenera (Hinds) 
(PI. I, Fig. 17) 

1843. Terebra lenera Hinds, Proc. zoo!. Soc. Lond., p. 158. 

1940. Terebra tenera : Crichton,1. Bombay nat. His I. Soc., 
42 : 335 . 

1952. Terebra tenera : Subramanyam. 1. Univ. Bombay, 
21(3) : 55, fig. 169. 

1992. Terebra tenera : Subba Rao, Dey and Barua, Fauna of 
West Bengal, State Fauna series, 3(9) : 200. ZooI. 
Surv. India. 

2004. Terebra tenera : Surya Rao, Zoo!. Surv. india, State 
Fauna Series 8, Fauna of Gujarat, p. 324. 

Material examined: Andamans (5 exs) Gujarat (3 
exs) Karnataka (5 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 8.00-17.50, Width: 

1.00-2.20, Aperture length: 1.50-1.90. 

Description : Shell small and narrow, up to 1 7 nun in 

height, about 6-8 flattened convex whorls; aperture 

shining, oblong and small, columella little twisted; 

suture distinct beaded with red, surface almost smooth, 

polished with darkish spiral bands, ribs transpired, 
interstices distant concave. 

Remarks : This little species, with its distinct 

varicose ribs has somewhat the appearance of Mangelia 

but, it can be identified with shell small, polished with 

darkish spiral bands, ribs transpiral. 

Distribution: India: Gujarat, Kamataka, Maharastra, 

Tamil Nadu, West Bengal. 

Elsewhere: Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Straits of Malacca. . 
18. H astula traillii (Deshayes) 

(PI. I, Fig. 18) 

1859. Terebra trailli Deshyes, Proc. zoul. Soc. Lond.. p. 
285 no. 53. (Type locality : Viasigapatnam, Ocean 
Indian (= Visakhapatnam). 

1860. Hastula trailli : Reeve, Conch. Icon., 12, Terebra sp. 
142, pI. 26, figs. 142a-b. 

1991. Hastula trailli : Rao, Zoological Survey of india. State 
fauna series, 1. Fauna of Drissa (Part-3) 148 : p. 90. 

2003. Hastula trailii : Subba Rao, Rec. zool. Surv. Ind., Dec. 
Paper No., 192 : p. 338, pI. 89. fig. 3 & 4. 
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2007. Hastula trail/i : Ramkrishna. Dey, Barua and 
Mukhopadhya, Fauna of Andhra Pradesh. State Fazma 
series. 5(7) : 136, XI, figs. 127 & 128. Zool. Surv. 
india. 

Material examined: Orissa (99 exs). Andhra Pradesh 

(57 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 13.3S-2S.92, Width: 

3.0S-4.60, Aperture length: 2.00-2.53. 

Description : Shell small, narrow and needle shape, 

up to 26 mm in height, with flattened slopping whorls; 

whorls with ash colour spiral bands and indistinct spots 
below the suture. Aperture small, columella arched and 

short, ornamented with orange yellow color, encircled 

with a narrow violet band. Suture indistinct, surface 

almost smooth, except for elongate plications on the 
upper part of whorls, axial ribs continued up to the 

base. 

Remarks : This species closely agrees with H. 
bacUlum but differs from it in size. Coloration and 
absence of dark brown patch on the ape'x, axial ribs not 

continued to base. 

Distribution : India : Andhra Pradesh : 
Vishakapatnam, Bhimilipatnam, Orissa, Tamil Nadu; 
Chennai. . 

Elsewhere: Indian Ocean. 

Genus Impag~s Smith, 1873 

Type sp : Impages caerulescens Lamarck, 1822 

Diagnostic Characters: Shell moderate in size, with 
pointed spire, aperture broad at the base and triangular, 

columella smooth and stright, whorls entire, sculptured 
with fine deep grooves. Suture indistinctly separated, 
with a narrow callus band above it. 

19. Impages hectica (Linnaf!us) 
(PI. I, Fig. 19) 

1758. Buccinum hecticum Linnaeus, Syst. Nat. ed. 10; 758 
ed 12 : 1206. 

1791. Buccinum niveum Gmelin, Linn., ed xiii, p. 3504. 

t1817. Buccinum bifasciatum Dillwyn, cal., ii, p. 651, No. 
155. 

1822. Terebra caerulescens Lamarck, Ani'm, sansvert., x. p. 
245. 

1828. Buccinum terebrale Menke Syn. Mus., p. 84. 

1839. Terebra castanea Kiener, Icon. Des Coq. Viv., p. 22, 
No. 17, pI. 9, fig. '23. 

1843. Bullia fuscus Gray, Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., p. 62. 

1844. Terebra nimbosa Hinds, Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., p. 
151. 

1898. Terebra chlorata Lamarck: Melvil and Skyes, Proc. 
malac. Soc., London, 3 : 42. 

1898. Terebra caerulescens : Melvill and Skyes, Proc. malac. 
Soc., London, 3 : 42. 

Ree. zool. Sun: India 

1995. Impages heeliea : Bosch Sea shells of Eastern Arabia .. 
p. 170. pI. 761. 

2000. Hastu/a hectiea : Subba Rao and Dey, Rec. zool. Surv. 
India. Occ. Paper No., 187 : 176. 

2003. Imp ages heetica : Subba Rao, Ree. zoo!. Surv. Ind., 
Gce. Paper lv'o .. 192 : 337, pI. 89. fig. 5. 

Material examined: Andamans (17 exs) Andhra 

Pradesh (4 exs), Tamil Nadu (6 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 15.S0-S3.60, Width: 

3.20-12.70, Aperture length: 3.1 o-s.no. 
Description : Shell solid, glossy. up to 53 mm in 

height. Suture finely incised, about 10-12 whorls, last 

whorl gently rounded below, early whorl with weak axial 

ribs; aperture broad at the base and triangular; 

columella smooth and almost straight, fasciole with 

central groove, basal ridge does not reach columella. 

Surface smooth, callous near suture, ornamented with 

grayish yellow with white band above suture, purplish 

brown flames and streaks below them. 

Remarks : It is mainly collected for its shell, this 

species is commercially important on the Coromandel 

coast of India. 

Distribution : India : Andhra Pradesh : 

Visakhapatnam; Tamil Nadu. 

Elsewhere: Wide spread in the Indo Pacific, Africa, 

Hawaii, Japan Madagascar, Polynesia~ Queensland and 

Red Sea. 

Genus Terebra, Bruguiere, 1789 

1789. Terebra Bruguiere, Encyc/. Melh. Hist. Nat. Vers .. 1 : 
15. Terebra Bruguiere, Encyc/. Melh. Hist. Nat. Vers, 
1 : xy, type species by SM (Lamarck, 1799) Cinum 

subulalum Linnaeus, 1767, Recent, Indo Pacific. 

Type sp. : Terebra subulata Linnaeus 

Diagnostic Characters: Shell long and slender, very 

sharply turreted, profusely colored, and often very 

elaborately sculptured, sinuate at the base, whorls 

narrow, very numerous, flatly convex, aperture small, 

lip simple, never reflected, operculum small, hotny. The 

flaring apex and absence of a heavy callous on the 

parietal wall are characteristic in the typical Terebra. 

Terebra subulata Linnaeus, 1758 

Key to the Species under the genus Terebra 

l. Shell sculptured with two spiral cords at suture; 

whorls with growth lines .................................... (2) 

- Shell sculptured with row of beads at suture; whorls 

without growth lines ........................................... (4) 

2. Suture with deep punctuate spiral groove; whorls 

with shallow spiral line ......................... cingulifera 
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Sulun.' with moderate punctuate spiral groove~ 

whnrls with crenulated margin ............................ (3) 

~ Sutural margin swollen; presence of close set of 

white nodules at suture ................. quoygairmardi 

~utl1ral margin not swollen, absence of close set of 

white nodules at suture, Shell smooth, suture 

separated by deep spiral groove .. " ........ laevigata 

-to Body whorl with colour band; ornamented with 

colour spots ........................................................ (5) 

Hody whorl without a colour band, ornamented with 

blotches ................................................. " ............ (9) 

). A row of brown spots on infra sutural band ....... .. 

............................................................... alveolata 

A row of reddish purple spots on infra sutural band 

............................................................................ (6) 

6. Suture with alternate white and brown spots, 

Interstices with reddish purple colour. ....... pertusa 

- Suture with white axial zone, interstices without 

colour, axial ribs curved ...................................... (7) 

7. Infra sutural band stands out from the shell ........ . 

................................................................... amoena 

-- Infra sutural band stands equal to the shell, whorls 

stepped up at suture ........................................... (8) 

K Spire longer than the body whorl; axial ribs narrow, 

strong and regular .................................... durgella 

Spire shorter than the body whorl; axial ribs broad, 

basal ridge continuous with outer lip .. polygyrata 

9. Interstices filled with colour; axial ribs broad and 

curved ............................................................... (10) 

_. Interstices filled with punctuations, axial ribs narrow 

and round .......................................................... (12) 

10. Ornamented with irregular orange red blotches ..... 

................................................................. nebulosa 

- Ornamented with regular orange yellow axial lines 

and bands ......................................................... (11) 

11. Whorls slightly stepped up at suture; axial cords 

white ...................................................... '" cerithina 

- Whorls not stepped up at suture; axial cords yellow 

with punctuate line ........... ; ........................... affinis 

12. Interstices with deep groove filled with dark yellow 

colour .................................................. columel/aris 

- Interstices with a moderate groove filled with dark 

brown colour ............................................ undulata 

13. Interstices without spiral ridges, with presence of 

pre-sutural band ................................................ (14) 

- Interstices with spiral ridges, absence of pre-sutural 

band .................................................................. (19) 

14. Beads squarish at suture; spiral groove punctuate, 

whorls with 3-4 rows of punctures ............ amanda 

- Beads oblique at suture, spiral groove deep whorls 

with spiral ridges ............................................... (15) 

15. Interstices without overriding spiral ridges, axial 

growth line ............................................. funiculata 

- Interstices with overriding spiral ridges, axial growth 

line ..................................................................... (16) 

16. Suture separated by deep groove; ......... fenestrata 

- Suture separated by concentric wrinkles ......... (17) 

17. Whorls flat and encircled with 3 distinct linear 

grooves prickled granules ...................... deshayesi 

- Whorls straight sided; crenulated .................... (18) 

18. Early whorls slightly crenulated, spirals lining of 3 

distinct red-orange colour ......................... tricolor 

- Early whorls not crenulated whorl with 5 low spiral 

ridges .............................................................. anilis 

19. Interstices with 8-9 spiral cords and a row of oblique 

beads at sutures : ........................................ textilis 

- Interstices with 4-6 spiral cords and two rows of 

oblique beads at sutures .................................. (20) 

20. Interstices with spiral ridges; highly marked sub-

sutural groove ......................................... succincta 

- Interstices with out spiral ridges; lightly marked sub-

sutural groove ................................................... (21) 

21. Spiral groove with granulated sculpture, axial rib 

weak ......................................................... triseriata 

- Whorls arranged like a pyramid, radial striae 

throughout whorls .................................... tricincta 

22. Whorls with axial lines or bands or spots, shell with 

ornamentation ................................................... (23) 

- Whorls straight sided, whorls divided by spiral 

platforms or tubercles ....................................... (28) 

23. Early whorls plicated, with a deep groove below the 

sutures; six rectangular brown blotches bordered 

by a white ridge with thin brown dashes ............. . 

.......................................................... commaculata 

- Early whorls not plicated, without a deep groove 

below the sutures; top of each whorl is well rounded 

.......................................................................... (24) 

24. Three rows of blotches on body whorl, two rows of 

dark brown squarish blotches on spire whorls, ..... 

...................................................... ............ subulata 
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Four row~ blotches on the body whorl: Three rows 
of hlackish bro\vn square blotches on spire whorls 
.......................................................................... (25) 

25. Spiral groove divides the whorls into lower and 
upper part: blotches above suture are larger ......... 

arco/ala ................................... ~ ....................................................................................... .. 

- Spiral groove not divides the whorls into lower and 
upper part: blotches above suture are smaller. ...... 
.......................................................................... (26) 

26. Presence of purple-brown blotches and wavy lines 
in whorls; columella not in line with the outer lip 

ehlorata ..................................................................... 

- Absence of purple-brown blotches and wavy lines 
in whorls: columella very much in line with the outer 
lip ......................................................... ' ............. (27) 

27. Suture divided by an impressed line, one row of 
brown spot above the suture~ two rows in the last 
whorl ..................... .......................................... felina 

- Suture not divided by an impressed line~ two rows 
of dark brown blotches below the suture: five pale 
tan rectangular blotches on the body whorl ......... . 
................................................................. n1aculata 

28. Whorls with 2 rows of distinct reddish brown dots~ 
presence of sharp white tubercles .......... crenulala 

- Whorls without reddish brown dots, absence of 
sharp white tubercles, ....................................... (29) 

29. Axial riblets on early whorls; ornamented with, Y' 
shaped white streaks on the upper part of the whorl 
................................................................ dimidiata 

- Axial riblets absent on early whorls; ornamented 
with spots ......................................................... (30) 

30. Two rows of large white spots, spiral groove minute, 
suture slightly raised .................................. guttata 

- Absence of large white spots, spiral groove strong, 
suture deep and whitish .................... macandrewii 

20. Terebra areolata (Link) 
(Pl. II, Fig. 20) 

1807. Sublila areolala Link, Alders Erben, Rostock, pp. 94-
160. 

1816. Terbra subulata, Lamarck, Anim. Sans. Vert. 2 ed. 10, 
p. 242 (Non-Linnaeus, 1767). 

1906. Terebra rnuscaria : Comber, 1. Bombay nat. Hisf. Soc., 
17 : 212. 

1952. Terebra muscaria : Subramanyam, Karandikar and 
Murti,1. Univ. Bomba); 21(3) : 55, fig. 173. 

1972. Terebra areolala : Cemohorsky, Jvlarine Shells of the 
Pacific, 1 : 198, pI. 49, fig. 358. 

1986. Terebra areolata : Tikader, Daniel and Subba Rao, 
Sea shore animals of Andaman and lVicobar Islands, 
Zool. Surv. India, p. 174. 

Rc('. :001. Sill,\" India 

2000. TCI'L'hra an:()/a{a : Subba Rao and Dey. Rec. ::'001. 

SII/'\', India. Oee. PapL'1' Xo .. 187 : 17"2. 

2003. Tcn.:hra arco/ala : Subba Rao. Rcc. :001. SUIT. Inti. . 
Oc('. Paper Xo .. 192 : p. 335. pI. 88, fig. 1. 

,\la(erial cxamined : Andamans (6). 

l\lcaslfrCl1lel1ls (mm) : Length: 72.20-118.70, Width: 
12.70-19.50. ApeI1ure length: 10.20-11.40. 

Description: Shell large, up to 118 mm in height, 
about 20-21 whorls. Early whorls have vertical ridges 
which tend to become obsolete on later whorls. 
Aperture oval. columella straight with a strong fasciole 
and with a ridge upper half of the outer lip angled. 
Color shining cream or pale yellowish brown. Surface 
smooth except for growth striae. Spiral grooves divides 
the whorl into a smaller ( 1/3) upper part and a broad 
(2/3) lower part. Sculptured with spiral rows of blackish 
brown blotches, blotches just above the suture are 
larger than others. 

Remarks : This species can be identified with its 
ornamentation of three rows of blackish brown square 
blotches on spitre whorl and four rows on the body 
whorl~ it is mainly collected for its shell. 

Distribution : India : Andaman Islands, 
Lakshadweep. 

Elsewhere: East Africa Hawaii. Japan, Madagascar, 
Polynesia, Queensland, Red Sea, Wide spread in lndo­
west Pacific. 

21. Terebra affinis Gray 
(PI. II, Fig. 21 ) 

1834. Terehra allinis Gray, Proc. zoo!. Soc., London, 1834 : 
60. 

1839. Terebra perfllsa var. Kiener, Icon. des Coq viv, pI. 11, 
fig. 24c. 

1860. Terehra affinis : Reeve, Conch Icon. 12 Terebra. : pI. 
10, fig. 39. 

1878. Terebra affinis : Smith, Proc. zool. Soc., London, 1878 : 
805. 

1898. Terebra affinis : Melvill and Sykes, Proe. malae. Soc., 

London, 3 : 41. 

1906. Terebra afjinis : Comber, 1. BombaJ' nat. Hisf. Soc .. 

17:212. 

1952. Terebra affinis : Subramanyam, Karandikar and Murti, 
1. Univ. Bombay. 21(3) : 55, fig. 174. 

1986. Terebra qffinis : Tikader, Daniel and Subba Rao, Sea 

shore animals ofAndaman and lVicobar Islands. Zool. 
Surv. India, p. 174. 

1991. Terebra affinis : Rao and Rao, Fauna of Lakshadweep, 

Stale Fauna series, 2 : 341. Zool. Surv. India. 

2000. Terebra affinis : Subba Rao and Dey, Ree. zool. Surv. 

India, Dec. Paper No., 187 : 172. 

Material examined: Andamans (15 exs) Marine 
Survey station. 655. (2 exs). 
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,\/l'u'UrCII1L'lIfS (mm) : Length: 9.80-38.80, Width: 
3,()()-l),:'(). :\p~rtlln: length: 2.00-9.00. 

1)( ,'t'l'lIJlioll : Shell medium in size, up to 38 mm in 
hl'ight spire long and pointed: aperture small: columella 
~trollgl) t\\ isted. Color creamy white with blotches of 
hl\)\\ n or yellowish orange, interspaces between the 
nbs olkn brownish, body whorl with light tan band, 
slIh-suturaJ band marked with deep punctuations 
hetween rihs, broad axial ribs with punctuate line 
bd ween interspaces tilled with punctuations. 

RClI1arks : It is more allied to Terebra l1ebulosa but 

"ma ller and more slender in proportion and grooves 
arl' more punctuate. 

l>isfrihllfiol1 : India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
Lak:-,hadweep, Maharastra. 

1:'lscH'hcre : Fij i Island, Maldives, Philippines, 
S~ychelles. Throughout tropical Indo-Pacific. 

22. Terebra alveolata Hinds 
(PI. II, Fig. 22) 

I X44. ]'CI"ehra al\'evlata Hinds, Pmc. Zool. Soc. Land., p. 
151. 

I XhO. Tt.'I"<.'hra al\'colata : Reeve, Conch. ICOI1, 12 Terebra : 
pI. 19, sp. no. 89. 

.::!OOO. Tt.'rehra alveolata : Subba Rao and Dey, Rec. zool. 
S1In: Illd. Occ. Paper No., 187 : 172. 

,Haferial examined: Andaman (9 exs). 

Alcasllr<!I11t!l1fs (mm) : Length: 19.50-44.60, Width: 
-t.5()-L).5(), Aperture length: 4.30-8.70. 

Descriplioll : Shell long, medium in size, up to 45 
I11Ill in height. spire pointed, with about 16 turreted 
whorls and flatly convex, aperture small, and columella 
straight, keded and recurved at base. Transparent flesh 
color, streaked with orange brown, encircled at the 
suture and at the base with small reddish chestnut spots, 
pricked in the interstices, divided by a groove at the 
upper par1, sutural margin rather swollen. 

Remark ... , : Shell more slender, similarly sculptured; 
spot on the infra sutural band dark brown; rest of the 
surface purplish brown; variegated with white patches. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

ElseH'here : Indonesia, Japan, Philippines, Straits of 
Malacca. 

23. Terebra alnanda Hinds 
(PI. II, Fig. 23) 

1844. Terebra amanda Hinds, Proc. zool. Soc. Land., p. 
154. 

1860. Terebra amanda: Reeve, Conch. Icon, 12 Terebra : 
pI. 19. sp. no. 89. 

1908. Terebra unicolor Preston, Rec. Indian A-Ius .. 2(2) : 
190, pI. 17, fig. 65. 

Material examined: Andaman Island (3 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 35.00-44.20, Width: 

6.50-7.25, Aperture length: 2.00-2.50. 

Description: Shell medium in size, up to 44 mm in 
height, long and pointed spire, aperture small; columella 
recurved, twisted, canal short. Pale brownish orange 
colour throughout; whorls 14-18; sculptured with a 
coarse infra sutural spiral crenulated ribs and fine 
smaller spiral crenulated ribs, and with two white beads 
of tubercles below the suture, the interstices finely 
punctuate. 

Remarks: It can be distinguished by its much blunt 
form, lack of white edging to the whorls, coarse ribbing 
and finer punctuation. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands. 

Elsewhere: Throughout Indo-Pacific. 

24. Terebra alnoena Deshayes 
(PI. II, Fig. 24) 

1859. Terebra amoena Deshayes, Proc. zool. Soc. Land., p. 
297, no. 113. 

1860. Terebra specillata Reeve, Conch. Icon, 12 Terebra : 
pI. 24, sp. no. 89 . 

1898. Terebra andamanica Melvill and Sykes, Proc. malac. 
Soc. Lond., 3 : 41, pI. 3, fig. 3. 

Material examined: Andaman (2 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 18.00-24.00, Width: 
4.50-5.25, Aperture length: 3.00-4.50. 

Description: Shell solid, medium in size up to 24 

mm in height, glossy, whorls straight sided, whorls about 
16, aperture small columella little twisted, convex and 
longitudinal sculpture more elevated; sutural band 
alternatively spotted with white and red and the spots 
are not so regular; Infra sutural band stands more out 
from the shell. Axial ribs are spirally and linearly 
grooved. 

Remarks: This species is more allied to T. alveolata 

Hinds, but, it differs in form and coarseness of sculpture. 
In comparison with T. pertusa Born, it differs by having 

broader in proportion to its length. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands. 

Elsewhere: Indian Ocean, Indo-West Pacific. 

25. Terebra ani!is Roeding 
(PI. II, Fig. 25) 

1798. Epitonium anile Roeding Mus. Bolten.. pp. 1-199. 

1834. Dimidaclls straminells Gray, Pmc. zool. Soc. LOIld.. 
p. 621. 

1850. Terebra semtina Adams & Reeve, Alo//llsca. pp. 45-
87. 
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1857. Terebra circinalu Deshayes. Pmc. ::001. SOt'. Lond, 
27 : 270-321. 

1908. Terebra rubrobrunnea, Preston. Rec. Indian ,\filS., 2 : 
189, pI. 17. fig. 64. 

1995. Terebra anilis Bosch. Sea shell 0/ Eastern Arahia .. 

No. 763, p. 170. 

Material examined: Andaman. (3 exs) Goa (1 Ex). 

Measureme11ts (mm) : Length: 30.00-88.00, Width: 

4.60-6.00, Aperture length: 4.20-6.00. 

Description : Shell solid, up to 88 mm in height, 

moderately glossy, whorls narrow concave sided, 

sutures shallow, base slightly keeled. Each whorl has 5 
low, spiral ridges and many more axial ridges giving 

cancellate effect; above these ridges is a broad, nodular 

sub-sutural cord with lesser cord below. Siphonal canal 

slightly twisted, bearing a thin basal ridge continuous 

with outer lip dark brown fading to amber. 

Remarks : Allie~ to T. Jenestrata, Hinds, The 

transverse costae in the present species are however, 

close together and not to coarse, the spiral striae are 

also more numerous and not so well defined. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands. 

Elsewhere: Western Pacific; North Queensland. 

26. Terebra cerithina Lamarck 

(PI. II, Fig. 26) 

1822. Terebra cerithina Lamarck, Hist. nat. Anim. Sans. Vert., 
10 : 247. 

1839. Terebra cerithina : Kiener, Icon. des Coq. viv., p. 33 
(25), pI. 11, fig. 25. 

1844. Terebra pulchra, Hinds Thes. Conch., p. 178. (81) pI. 
45, fig, 129. 

1859. Terebra cerithina : Deshayes Proc. zoo!. Soc. Land., 
p. 299. No. 124, 

1860. Terebra cerithina : Reeve, Conch. Icon, 12, Terebra, 
pI. 9, sp. no. 35. 

Material examined: Andaman (2 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 43.80-51.70" Width: 
9.80-10.50, Aperture length: 8.30-10.50. 

Description: Shell large, up to 52 mm in height, 

solid, pointed spire, aperture narrow and rectangular. 

Outer lip thin and constricted posteriorly, columella 

rather straight, anterior canal curved towards left. About 

25 whorls, lightly stepped at suture. Early whorls are 

divided by a punctuated spiral groove. Suture 
impressed; Posterior whorls show two rows of 

nodulation which disappear in the middle portion of 

the shell. Sculpture of axial rib is very pronounced. 

Axial and spiral ribs have dark yellow colour the axial 

cord are white and the groove have cream to orange 
pale markings. 

Rec. ;:001. Sun'. India 

Remarks : Cylindrical form and orange yellow 

coloration in the interstice between the ribs, darker spots 

below the suture help to distinguish it from other 

species. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands. 

Elsel1here : Philippines, Seychelles. 

27. Terebra chlorata Lamarck 

(PI. II, Fig, 27) 

1822. Terebra chlorata Lamarck, His!. nat. Anim. Sans. Vert .. 
10 : 246. 

1839. Terebra chlorata : Kiener, Icon. desCoq. viv., p. 24, 
pI. 6, fig. 2. 

2003. Terebra chlorata : Subba Rao, Rec. Zoo!. Slirv. Ind.. 
Gcc. Paper No., 192 : 335, pI. 88, fig. 2. 

Material examined: Andaman (3). 

Measurements (mm): Length: 60.10-67.20, Width: 

13.40-15.90, Aperture length: 16.70-17.00. 

Description: Shell solid, moderately large, up to 68 

mm in height, with about 14 whorls. Aperture small, 

outer lip thin, lower part of columella not in line with 

the outer lip. Surface smooth, obsolete plications on 

the early whorls, a deep groove below the sutures. Color 

white, ornamented with irregular, purple-brown blotches 

and wavy lines. 

Remarks: The spots which have a milky appearance 

and the splashed wavy line, the purple brown blotches 

make this species distinct from others. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

Elsewhere: Maldives, Singapore and Tropical, Indo­

Pacific. 

28. Terebra cingulifera Lamarck 

(PI. II, Fig. 28) 

1822. Terebra cingulifera Lamarck, Hist. nat. Anim. Sans. 

Vert., 10 : p. 247. 

1825. Terebra punctlilata Sowerby, Tank. Cat. App., p. 25. 

1859. Terebra columnaris, Deshayes, Proc. zool. Soc. Land., 

p. 310. 

1860. Terebra cingulifera : Reeve, Conch /can. 12 Terebra : 

sp. no. 44a and b, pI: 11. 

1898. Terebra cingulifera : Melvill and Skyes, Proc. malac. 

Soc., London, 3 : 42. 

1986. Terebra cingulifera : Tikader, Daniel and S.ubba Rao, 
Sea shore animals of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 

Zool. Surv. India, p. 174. 

1967. Terebra cingulifera : Cemohorsky, Marine Shells of 

the Pacific, 1 : 198, pI. 49, fig. 358. 

2000. Terebra cingulifera : Subba Rao and Dey, Rec. zool. 

Surv. India, Gcc. Paper No., 187 : 172. 

Material examined: Andamans (13 exs). 
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,\I(,(/.\UI"l·l11elllS (mm) : Length: 62.00-80.00, Width: 

l2.JO-I3.40. Aperture length: 12.40-12.50. 

1 )(,SC"ljJliol1 : Shell large, up to 80 mm in height, 

pointed spire. whorls smooth, about 18-20, Aperture 

small and oval. outer lip thin, columella straight and 

~Iightly n:curved at hase. Sculptured with a deep groove 

helow suture; sutural band spirally grooved and sutural 

margin superficially crenulated, each whorl has 3 fine 

~piral linings, axial ribs finely striated. 

Rema,.ks : Shell yellow whitish, encircled with 

millutely punctured grooved striae and finely, densely 

crt'llulateu at the sutural margin in an oblique manner. 

This species has no other specific markings. 

j)istrihutiun : India: Andamans islands. 

E/sewhere : Indo-West Pacific, Mauritius, Tuamotu 

Archipelago. (Bratcher & Cernohorsky, 1987). 

29. Terebra columellaris (Gray) 

(PI. II, Fig. 29) 

1 X34. Terehra coll/mel/aris Gray, Proc. zoo!. Soc., London, 
1834 : 151. 

1 X44. Decorihastula coilimel/aris Hinds, Proc. zoo!. Soc. 
LOIld.. p. 151. 

1 X60. Terehra coilimel/aris, Reeve, Conch. Icon., 6 : pI. 22, 
sp. no. 113. 

1 X69, Tercbra propinqua, Pease, Amer. 1. Conch., 5(2) : 66. 

1 YOX, Terehra carnicolor, Preston, Rec. Indian Mus., 2(2) : 
1 Xl), pI. 17. fig. 63. 

.2003. Tcrehra collllnellaris : Subba Rao, Rec. zool. Slirv. 
Illd. Oee, Paper /\'0, 192 : 338, pI. 89, fig. 2. 

.\/ateria/ examined: Andaman (4 exs) N. Caledonia 

(3 exs) Tahiti (9 exs) unknown location (5 exs). 

Afeasurements (mm) : Length: 33.20-39.40, Width: 

h.30-7.40, Aperture length: 6.20-7.00. 

Description: Shell medium in size, up to 40 mm in 

height. whorls 18-20. Aperture small, outer lip thin and 

constricted posteriorly, columella rather straight, anterior 

canal curved towards left. Color light orange-brown. 

Sculptured with a row of white beads and punctuate 

spiral groove at sutures, curved axial ribs with deep 

groove bearing dark brown colour in the interstices. 

Remarks: This species is remarkable from its great 

similarity to T. undulata which itself is a peculiar 

species. The grounds of distinction are its decidedly 

cvlindrical shape, different distribution of colors, and 

its short, abrupt, rounded and banded last whorl. This 

shell has shiner pattern of ivory rectangle at periphery 

of the body whorl. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands, not common. 

Elsewhere: Tropical Pacific. 

30. Terebra comma cilIata Gmelin 

(PI. II, Fig. 30) 

1791. Buccinum strigillatum Gmelin Syst. Nat. ed., 13, (Nee. 

Linn). 

1822. Terebra myuros, Lamarck, Hist. nat. Anim. Sans. Vert., 
10 : 247. 

1822. Terebra scabrella Lamarck, Hist. nat. Anim. Sans. Vert., 
10 : 248. 

1834. Terebra myuros Gray Proc. Zoo!. Soc. Lond. No., 60, 
p. 163. 

1860. Terebra commaculata, Reeve, Conch. Jeon, 6, pI. 8, 
sp. no. 31. 

1898. Terebra myllros : Melvill and Skyes, Proc. malac. 
Soc., London, 3 : 42. 

1906. Terebra myuros : Comber, 1. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 
17 : 212. 

1940. Terebra commaclilata : Crichton, 1. Bombay nat. Hist. 
Soc., 42 : 335, pI. 4, fig. 6. 

1986. Terebra commaculata : Tikader, Daniel and Subba Rao, 
Sea shore animals of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
Zoo 1. Surv. India, p. 174. 

1990. Terebra commaculata : Pinn, Sea Shells of Pondicherry, 
Nehru Science Centre, p. 109, fig. 197. 

2003. Terebra commaculti'ta : Subba Rao and Dey, Rec. zool. 
Surv. India, Occ. Paper No., 187 : 172. 

Material examined: Andaman (26 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 62.00-95.00, Width: 

8.60-11.40, Aperture length: 7.70-12.50. 

Description : Shell large, up to 95 mm in height, 

about 25 flattened whorls. Aperture small, rectangular 

with twisted columella. Shell scabrous latticed, with two 

spiral bands of nodules divided by a groove below the 

suture, often the nodules fused together to form a single 

raised band, fine spiral ridges crossed by axial rib lets. 

Color white ornamented by rather rectangular brown 

blotches bordered by a white ridge with brown dashes, 

about six per whorl, blotches extend length-wise. 

Remarks: It can be differentiated from other species 

by its length, breadth and continuity of its brown 

markings and the early whorls hav eslightly concave 

sides. 

Distribution : India : Andhra Pradesh : 

Visakhapatnam; Tamil Nadu Madras; Pondicherry, 

Andaman Islands, rare. 

Elsewhere : South East Asia. 

31. Terebra crenulata (Linnaeus) 

(PI. II, Fig. 31) 

1758. Buccinium crenulatum Linaeus, Syst. Nat., 10 : 741. 

1857. Terebra jimbriata Deshayes, Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., 
p.276. 
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1 X5l). Terehra illleriineala Deshayes. Proc. =oo/. Soc. LOlJd. 

p. 277. 

1935. Terchra crel1u/ola \'(/1: fimhriala. Deshayes. Pmc. ::.uo/. 

Soc. Lond.. p. 276. 

1 Xl)X. Tcrchra crel1u/ala : Melvill and Skyes. Pmc. malae. 

Soc., London. 3 : 42. 

1906. Terehra crenll/ala : Comber. 1. B()mh(~,' 1101 His!. Suc., 
]7 : 212. 

1986. Terebra crenu/ala : Tikader. Daniel and Subba Rao. 
Sea shure animals oj'Al1domal1 and Xicohar Is/and,', 

Zoo!. Surv. India. p. 174. 

2000. Terehra crellu/ala : Subba Rao and Dey. R£!c. ::001. 

SUIT. India, Gce. Pap(!/' .Yo., 187 : 1 72. 

2003. Ter£!hra cr£!I111lata : Subba Rao, Rec. =001. SlIn: 111£1. 
Gcc. Paper .\'0., 192 : 336. pI. X8, fig. 3. 

Material examined: Andamans (6 exs) Port Blair, 

Rangachanga, Nicobar : Car Nicobar Marine Survey 

station. 628. (2 exs), Marine Survey station. 659. (2 exs). 

Goa (3 exs). 

A1easllrements (mm) : Length: 64.00-105.50, Width: 

15.70-20.00, Aperture length: 15.00-20.40. 

Description: Shell large, up to 115 mm in height, 

solid, with broad body whorl gradually tapering into 

the apex~ about 28 rounded whorls. Aperture broad, 

columella rather smooth, short but strong fasciole. 

Sculptured with small nodules just below the suture on 

each whorl, a small constriction below the nodules~ 

early whorls with axial plicae, only growth lines on the 

latter whorls. Color yellowish-brown, with white 

nodules, three or four spiral rows of reddish-brown dots 

on the body whorl, two on the other whorls, small fine 

streaks of reddish-brown between the nodules. 

Remarks : Color cremy-pink, it possesses sharp 

white tubercles separated by narrow clear brown axial 

lines. It has two spiral alignments of brown spots equally 

distant and very far away from each other. It lives in 

the shallow water on sand. Variation in the tubercles 

has given rise to several forms of this species. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

Elsel'vhere : Tropical, Indo-Pacific, Moderately 

common. 

32. Terebra deshayesi Reeve 

(PI. II, Fig. 32) 

1822. Terebra babylonia Lamarck, Hist. nat. Anim. Sans. 
Vert., 10 : 247. 

1860. Terebra deshayesi, Reeve, Conch. Icon, 12 : PI. 11; 
fig. 45. 

1898. Terebra deshayesi : Melvill and Sykes, Pmc. malac. 
Soc. London, 3 : 41. 

1986. Terebra des/zayesi : Tikader, Daniel and Subba Rao, 
Sea shore animals of Andamal1 and l\/iconar h'/ands, 
Zoo I. Surv. India, p. 174. 

Rec. ;:001. SWT. India 

1l)90. Ten:hra hal~l'Iol1ia : Pinn, Sea Shells (?l Pundicher/Y. 

Nehru Science Centre. p. 109, fig. 198. 

2000. Terehra desha., 'esf : Subba Rao and Dey, Rec. =001. 

SIIIT. Il1dia, Oce. Paper No .. 187 : 173. 

,\la/erial examined: Andamans (1 ). 

A1easliremcnts (mm) : Length: 35.00, Width: 6.20, 

Aperture length: 4.50. 

Description: Shell solid, moderate in size up to 37 

mm whorls about 14, flat, encircled with thick 

conspicuously prickled granules. Aperture rather 

narrow, columella straight, reflected, twisted recurved 

at the base. Sculptured with fine ribs of inter section. 

Each whorl is encircled with 3 distinct linear grooves 

which are prickled throughout, suture with crenulations. 

Remarks : Each whorl is encircled with 3 distinct 

linear grooves which are prickled throughout. sutural 

margin crenulated. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands, Pondicherry. 

Elsewhere: China, Viti Island. 

33. Terebra dimidiata Linnaeus 

(PI. II, Fig. 33) 

1758. Buccinum dimidiatum Linneus, Syst. Nal .. 10 : 742. 

1839. Terebra dimidiata : Kiener, Icon, Des Coq. Vi". p. 6, 

No.3, pI. 2, fig. 2. 

1859. Terebra splendens var. Deshayes, Proc. zool. Soc. 
Land., No. 31, p. 281 

1860. Terehra dimidiata : Reeve, Conch. Icon. 12 : PI. 7; fig. 
27. 

1986. Terebra dimidiata : Tikader, Daniel and Subba Rao, 
Sea shore animals of Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 
Zool. Surv. India, p. 174. 

2000. Terebra dimidiata : Subba Rao and Dey, Rec. zoo!. 
Surv. India, Gce. Paper No., 187 : 173. 

2003. Terebra dimidiata : Subba Rao, Rec. zool. Surv. Ind., 
Gce. Paper, 192; 336, pI. 88, fig. 4. 

Material examined: (18), Andamans Carbyn's cove, 

Long Islands, Port Blair. 

Measurements (nun) : Length: 83.00-142.00, Width: 

16.40-23.00, Aperture length: 18.80-29.00 

Description : Shell very large, up to 142 mm in 

height., solid with about 20 rounded straight sided 

whorls. Early whorls have a weak vertical ridge and 

later ones with growth lines Aperture broadly oval, outer 

lip a little flared at the base, columella rather straight, 

with a weak plait, fasciole strong. Surface smooth and 

shining, a slight constriction below the suture dividing 

each whorl into a narrow upper one third and a broad 

lower two third. Color orange-red with wavy white 

streaks often bifurcating at the top. 
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Rt'lIhlrk, Each whorl is divided by a spiral platform, 

lowcr 1\\" thirds of whorl slightly convex, white streaks 

pl)oliy d~H.·\nped on the upper third. 

!>iSIJ'lhutiull : Andalllan and N icobar Islands, 

l.akshadweep. 

Fl,('\1·/icre : Tropical Indo Pacific-Common. 

34. Terebra {/lIrgella Ray 

(PI. II, Fig. 34) 

I \IllS 1~',d)J'a dllrgel/a Ray, Blil/. Indian. Alus .. 3( 1 & 2) : 
~X. tt:\t tig. ~6. 

1 \)1) I. 1;''/'('/>/'£1 dllrgel/a : Rao, Rao and Maitra, Fauna ol 
()I'/."(/ .",·/a/e Fallnll series. 1(3) : 89. Zool. Surv. India. 

1 \)l)::' 1l,,'t'IJra dlflgd/a : Subha Rao, Dey and 8arua, Fauna 
(II II'(,'s{ Hel1gul, .<"'/a/e Fauna series. 3(9) : 200. Zool. 
Sun. India. 

. \llI/crilll examincd : 4 exs., West Bengal (Digha). 

,\I('(JSlIrements (mill) : Length: 4.00-7.85, Width: 

1.15-~A5, Aperture length: 1.00-2.00. 

iJescriplivll : Shell small up to 7 mm in height, apex 

narrowly tapering which gives the turreted appearance 

to the shell. Spire longer than the body whorl. Whorls 

9- \ () separated from one another by very impressed 

and oblique sutures. Shell sculptured with narrow, 

strung, regular longitudinal ribs and as broad as 

interstices; aperture small and oblong, columella arched 

ahon~: outer lip thin. 

Hl'111Urk,' : This species can be identified with the 

turreted appearance. Impressed suture and the sculpture 

with narrow, strong. re1!ular longitudinal ribs and as 

hrpad as interstices. 

[)istrihutiol1 : India : Orissa, West Bengal 

Medinipur. 

Els('where : Indian Ocean. 

35. Terebrafelina (Dillwyn) 

(PI. II, Fig. 35) 

1 R 17. Ruccil1l1mfelil1l1tn Dilwyn, Cala/oqlle of Recent shells: 
644 (Type locality not given). 

1844. Terc:hra tigril7a Hinds, Pore. Zoo!. Soc. Lond. No .. 
12 : 160. 

1860. Terebra tigrillo : Reeve, Conch. Icon. 12, Terehra sp. 
no. pI. 3; fig. ~. 

1898. Terehra tigrina : Melvill and Skyes, Pmc. malac. Soc .. 
London, 3 : 43. 

19~2. n',d>ra feline: Abbot and Dance, Compendium of 
sea ., hells : p. 273. 

\lJlJ 1. Terebra fetina : Rao and Rao, Fauna of Lakshadlt'eep. 
Slale Fauna series. 2 : 341. Zoo I. Surv. India. 

Material examined: Andaman (5), Goa (2 exs), 

Lakshadweep (7 exs), Maharashtra (2 exs), Marine 

Survey Station. 655. 1 (ex). Marine Survey station. 659. 
(8 exs). 

A4easllremenls (mm) : Length: 41.50-63.10, Width: 

10.80-14.20, Aperture length: 9.60-11.00. 

Description : Shell solid, up to 65 mm in height, 

aperture small, columella strong and straight, shell 

white, with a single row of chestnut spots just above 

the suture, two rows on the last whorl. of which the 

lower one near the base is smaller, surface smooth, an 

unornamented band below the suture is divided by an 

impressed line, spiral whorls plicate body whorl with 

additional row of the fine brown spots at its base. 

Remarks: It can be recognized by the presence of a 

single row of brown spots on lower part of each whorl 

just above the suture help to easily separate this species 

from the others; shell smooth and narrower than that 

of T maelilata . 

Distribution : India : Lakshadweep, Andaman 
Islands. 

Elsewhere : West Indies, Sri Lanka, Singapore, 

Seychelles. Sandwich Island, Central Polynesia 

throughout Indo-Pacific (Cernohorsky, 1967). 

36. Terebrafenestrata Hinds 

(PI. II, Fig. 36) 

1843. Terebra fenestrata Hinds, Proc. zool. Soc. Land. No. 
12,p.153. 

1850. Terebra caelata Adams & Reeve, V~v. De. Samarang. 
3 : 30, pI. 10, fig. 22. 

1850. Terebra torquata Adams & Reeve, Va)'. De. Samarang. 
6 : 30, pI. 10, fig. 13. 

Material examined: Andamans (5). 

fl;feasurements (mm) : Length: 8.90-11.30, Width: 

2.00-2.50, Aperture length: 1.70-2.20. 

Description: Shell long and slender, up to 12 mm in 

height, shell cream to light fawn in color, aperture small, 

columella constricted, keeled, twisted recurved, 

ornamented with axial streaks; whorls number about 

17 -19. Sculptured with about 22 axial ribs and two rows 

of beads at suture which are separated by a deep 

groove; whorls concavely flatted, interstices with 3-4 

overriding spiral ridges. Sutural margin crenulated. 

Remarks : Very elaborately latticed shell, semi 

transparent yellow or fulvous purple subsuture, 

elongate turreted throughout. 

Distribution: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 

Lakshadweep. 

Elsev,,'here : Tropical, Indo-Pacitic common. 

37. Terebrafuniculata. Hinds 

(PI. II, Fig. 37) 

1844. Terebrafuniculata Hinds, Pmc. zoo/. Soc. LOI1d.. No. 
12:p.153. 
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1859. Terebra archimidies Deshayes, var Proc. zool. Soc. 
Lond., p. 314, No. 218. 

1921. Terebra langfordi Pilsbry, Proc. Acad. Nal. Sci. Phila., 
72 : 296-326. 

Material examined: Andamans (5 exs), Mauritius 

(8 exs), Sri Lanka (4 exs), Seychelles (6 exs), Bay of 

Bengal (3 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 27.10-59.10, Width: 

5.00-8.00, Aperture length: 6.40-7.30. 

Description: Shell large and solid, up to 59 mm in 

height, aperture small, outer lip thin, columella short 

and strongly twisted; about 17 whorls, whorls are 

spirally ribbed, the deeply incised suture gives the spire 

a slightly turreted appearance, interstices deeply 

excavated, the upper part of the whorl is slightly broader 

than the lower, and a spiral groove divide them into 

lower small and upper broader part. 

Remarks : This species can be identified with its 

screw like succession of strong and arched ribs, the 

interstices between the ribs are finely pricked. The ribs 

are frequently smooth and shining strong out in 

conspicuous relief. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands. 

Elsewhere : Japan, Marquises Island, Mauritius, 

Seychelles, Sri Lanka. 

38. Terehra guttata (Roeding) 

(PI. II, Fig. 38) 

1798. Cymbium guttata Roeding, Mus. Bolten., p. 152. 

1817. Buccinum oculatum, Dilwyn : John and Arthur Arch. 
Vol. 1 & 2, pp. 1-1090. 

1834. Terebra laveis, Gray, Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., p. 61. 

1859. Terebra loroisi Deshayes, Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., p. 
307, no. 173. 

1860. Terebra oculata Lamarck: Reeve in Conch. Icon, 12, 
Terebra, pI. 5 sp. no. 18. 

1906. Terebra oculata : Comber, 1. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 
17 : 212. 

1967. Terebra guttata : Cernohorsky, Marine Shells of the 
Pacific, 1 : 202, pI. 50, fig. 3790. 

2000. Terebra guttata : Subba Rao and Dey, Rec. zoo!. Surv. 
India, Occ. Paper No., 187 : 173. 

2003. Terebra guttata : Subba Rao, Rec. zoo I. Surv. India, 
Occ. Paper, 192 : 337, pI. 88, fig. 6. 

Material examined : Andamans (5 exs), Maldives 
(3 exs), Marine survey (2 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 92.00-115.40, Width: 
18.20-21.80, Aperture length: 17.40-20.1S. 

Description : Shell large, up to lIS mm in height, 

about 21 whorls. Aperture small and rectangular, outer 
lip thin and columella straight, fasciole rather weak 

Rec. zoo!. Sur\,. India 

anterior canal broad and recurved to the left. SCUlptured 

with obsolete growth lines, area below the suture 

slightly raised. Color orange-brown ornamented with 

one row of large white spots just below the suture on 

the raised surface of spire whorls, and two rows on the 

body whorl. 

Remarks: It can be differentiated from other speices 

by its om age brown color, with one row of large white 

spots below the suture on the raised surface on spire 

whorls and two rows on body whorl. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands. 

Elsewhere: Tropical, Indo-Pacific common. 

39. Terehra laevigata Gray 

(PI. II, Fig. 39) 

1834. Terebra laevigata Gray, Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., 2 : 
62. (Type locality Ceylon). 

1967. Terebra laevigata : Cemohorsky, Marine Shells of the 
Pacific, 1: 202, pI. 51, fig. 373. 

1986. Terebra laevigata : Tikader, Daniel and Subba Rao, 
Sea shore animals of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
Zool. Surv. Idnai, p. 174. 

2000. Terebra laevigata : Subba Rao and Dey, Rec. zoo!. 
Surv. India, Occ. Paper, 187 : p. 173. 

Material examined: Andamans (14 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 4S.00-S3.S0, Width: 

S.30-6.S0, Aperture length: 6.00-6.50. 

Description: Shell large and slender, up to 53 mm 

in height, with pointed spire; Aperture small, outer lip 

thin, columella short and strongly twisted. Whorls 

about 19-26, concave and flattened, smooth divided at 

the upper part by a groove. Shell light yellowish in 

colour. Sculptured with two spiral cords at sutures, 

separated by a deep spiral groove. 3-8 fine spiral and 

axial growth lines on whorls. 

Remarks : Very slender shell with light yellowish in 

colour. It can be identified by presence of two spiral 

cord separated by the deep spiral groove. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands. 

Elsewhere: South Africa, Fiji, uncommon. 

40. Terebra macandrewii Smith 

(PI. IV, Fig. 40) 

1877. Terebra macandrewii Smith, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (ser. 
4), 19 : 224. 

1995. Terebra macandrewii Smith : Bosch, Sea shell of 
Eastern Arabia No., 770, p. 1-71. 

Material examined: Andaman (7 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 10.20-15.30, Width: 

.1.7 fl-S.SO, Aperture length: 4.70-5.50. 
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j)('scril'liol1 : Shell solid. moderately glossy, up to 

!) 111m in height. about 10 rounded whorls, slightly 

l'll!)\ L'\. last whorl gradually rounded below~ Aperture 

\\ id!...'. l.:o1umclla smooth and strong. Suture deep, 

Sl'IIIrlUred with sharp. axiaL slightly sinuous ribs, 

indented below suture, fine spiral striae between the 

rib". The basal ridge reaches the columella. Whitish 

hl'!O\\' suture. Whorls ornamented with two reddish 

hn )wn spiral hands. 

!?cll/l/rks : The pretty shell can be identified with 

thl' aid of well marked axial ribs and reddish brown 

~pira! bands on whorls. 

/)is/rihut;on : Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

t}seH'here : Pakistan. 

41. Terebra maclIiata (Linnaeus) 

(PI. IV, Fig. 41) 

17.'iX. O':l'I11('ris macula/a Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10 : 741, 
sp. 415, (Type locality: OAfricse' asiae). 

I X~~. T('rcbrll macu/ale Lamarck: His I. Des Animaux. Sans. 
J ('rl.. Vol. 7 : p. 283. 

I X44. Terebra maculala : Hinds Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., sp. 
no. I; p. 159. 

Il)Oh. Tcrc/Jra maculala : Comber, 1. Bombay nat. His!. Soc., 
17 : 212. 

It)h 7. T('rehra maculala : Cemohorsky, Marine shells of the 
Pacific. 1 : 204. pI. 51, fig. 376. 

I t)X6. Terebra mandata : Tikader, Daniel and Subba Rao, 
Sea shore animals of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
Zoo\. Surv. India, p. 174. 

Il)l) I. Terehra macu/ala : Rao and Rao, Fauna of 
Luks/llIdweep, Slate Fauna series, 2 : 342. Zool. Surv. 
India. 

1495. Terehra maczdata Bosch et aI., Sea shell of Eastern 
Arahia, No. 771, p. 171. 

20()O. Terehra mandata : Subba Rao and Dey, Rec. zool. 
Sun: Ind.. Gee. Paper, 187 : p. 174. 

2003. Terehra maCldata : Subba Rao, Rec. zool. Surv. Ind. 
Gcc. Paper. 192 : 337, pl. 88, fig. 5. 

~()07. Terehra mandala : Ramkrishna, Dey, Barua and 
Mukhopadhya, Fauna of Andhra Pradesh, State Fauna 
series, 5(7) : 134, Zool. Surv. India. 

Material examined: Andaman (9 exs), Lakshadweep 

(9 exs). Karnataka (4 exs). 

Measurements (nun) : Length: 48.05-137.80, Width: 

15.38-36.05. Aperture length: 10.50-15.30. 

DescnlJtion : Largest shell of the genus, up to 140 

mm in height, stout and heavy with about 18 rounded 

whorls. broader than other species. Aperture rather 

wide, columella smooth except for a weak parietal fold, 

fasciole small but strong with a central groove. Surface 

smooth except for weak axial plications on the early 

whorls and growth lines on the latter whorls. Color 

very distinct, white, ornamented with two spiral rows 

of irregular purple brown blotches on each whorl and 

on the upper part of the body whorl, the latter with 

about five pale tan rectangular blotches on the body 

whorl. 

Remarks : It is one of the largest species of the 

genus and can be distinguished by its ornamentation, 

two rows of dark brown blotches/maculation below the 

suture and another on the lower part of the whorl just 

above suture, earlier one broader than the latter; body 

whorl with three brown transverse bands; earlier whorls 

plicated axially. 

Distribution: Andaman and Nicobar, Lakshadweep 

Islands. 

Elsewhere : Maldives, Singapore, throughout 

tropical Indo-Pacific. 

42. Terebra nebulosa Sowerby 

(PI. IV, Fig. 42) 

1825. Terebra nebulosa Sowerby,-Tank. Cat. App., p. 25. 

1844. Terebra nebulosa : HInds Thes. Conch. p. 162. No. 
33, pI. 43, fig. 51. 

1858. Terebra nebulosa Lorois, (Nec. Sow. Nec. Kiener) 
Journ. De Conch., p. 90-91, fig. 4. 

1986. Terebraaebulosa : Tikader, Daniel and Subba Rao, 
Sea shore animals of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
Zool. Surv. India, p. 174. 

1995. Terebra nebulosa : Bosch., Sea shell of Eastern Arabia, 
No., 773, p. 172. 

2000. Terebra nebulosa : Subba Rao and Dey, Rec. zool. 
Surv. Indi., Gcc. Paper, 187 : p. 174. 

2003. Terebra nebulosa : Subba Rao, Rec. zool. Surv. Ind., 
Gcc. Paper, 192 : 337, pI. 88, fig. 8. 

Material examined: Andamans (10 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 24.50-71.60, Width: 

6.50-12.10, Aperture length: 5.00-6.50. 

Description : Shell large, up to 75 mm in height, 

about 20 whorls. Aperture small and rectangular with 

almost straight outer lip constricted at the upper end, 

columella in line with the lip at the base. Sculptured 

with 18-25 broad, close set and curved axial ribs with 

the spiral grooves in interstices and minutely pitted 

spiral groove at the suture, Color white, ornamented 

with large, irregular, orange-red blotches, and band of 

same color at the base of the body whorl. 

Remarks: Shell bears some resemblance to that of 

T undulata but can be differentiated by color pattern. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands. 

Elsewhere: Tropical Indo-Pacific. 
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43. Terebra pertllsa (Born) 

(PI. IV, Fig. 43) 

1778. Buccinum pertllsa Born. Ind. Test. Mus. Cae. ~ Indoh .. 
1 : 162. 

1844. Terebra perfllsa : Hinds Proc. zuol. Soc. Lond.. (1844) 

9 : 162. 

1898. Terebra andamanica Melvill and Sykes. Proc. malae. 
Soc., London, 3 : 41. pI. 3. fig. 3. 

1967. Terebra pertllsa : Cemohorsky, Afarine Shells of'the 
Pac?fic, 1 : 205, pI. 52, fig. 384. 

1986. Terebra andamanica : Tikader, Daniel and Subba Rao. 
Sea shore animals of Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

Zool. Surv. India. p. 174. 

2000. Terebra petrusa : Subba Rao and Dey, Rec. zool. SIII'\'. 
Ind., Occ. Popel: 187 : p. 174. 

Material examined: Andamans (l ex). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 37.00, Width: 7.20, 

Aperture length: 5.60 

Description: Shell moderate in size, 37 mm in length, 

whorls about 17, whorls flatly convex; aperture small 

and rectangular with almost straight outer lip 

constricted at the upper end, columella straight. 

Sculptured with 25-30 close set of axial ribs with 

interstices minutely pitted and pricked throughout. 

Orange-amber in colour. Ornamented with reddish 

purple spotted next the suture. 

Remarks: Shell with delicate orange amber colour, 

painted next the suture in a very characteristic manner 

in the interstices between the folds with reddish purple. 

Distribution 

Lakshadweep. 

India : Andaman Islands, 

Elsewhere : Australia, Jukes Draney Island; 

Andaman to Hawaiian Island. Rare. 

44. Terebra polygyrata Deshayes 

(PI. IV, Fig. 44) 

1859. Terebra polygyrata, Deshayes, Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., 
p, 301, sp. no. 138. 

1860. Terebra polygyrata : Reeve, Conch. Icon, 12 : Terebra 
sp. no. 146, pI. 7. 

1898. Terebra polygyrata : Melvill and Skyes, Pmc. malac. 
Soc., London, 3 : 42. 

1995. Terebra ambrosia: Bosch et aI., Sea shell of Eastern 
Arabia No. 774, p. 172. 

Material examined: Chennai coast (1 exs), Malabar 

coast (10 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 16.00-20.70, Width: 

2.30-4.10, Aperture length: 2.50-4.40. 

Description : Shell solid" up to 20 mm in height. 

about 11 slightly convex whorls, stepped at sutures, 

base gently rounded; Purplish brown to golden brown 

Rec. =001. SUIT. India 

color: aperture very small. columella constricted and 

twisted. Sculptured with prominent sub-sutural groove 

cuts through sharp, slightly curved axial ribs. coarse 

spiral threads between ribs: thin basal ridge continuous 

with outer lip. 

Remarks: An elegantly convoluted species in which 

the whorls are numerous and rounded their upper and 

lower divisions are marked by a striking contrast of 

dark orange and white. 

Distribution: India: Tamil Nadu : Chennai coast 

West coast of India. 

Elsewhere: Pakistan. Philippines. Japan. 

45. Terebra p"nctostriata Gray 
(PI. IV. Fig. 45) 

1 R34. Terebra p"l1clatostriata Gray. Proc. =001. Soc. Lond., 
p.61. 

1857. Terebra (Perirhoe) pal/ida Deshayes. Pmc. zoo!. Soc. 

Land., p. 310. 

Material examined: Andamans (13 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 58.00-69.20, Width: 

8.80-11.00, Aperture length: 8.20-10.60. 

Description: Shell long and slender. up to 69 mm in 

height, light yellowish in colour, whorls smooth, spirally 

superficially groove striated, striae finely punctuated, 

sutural margin closely obliquely crenulated. aperture 

small columella straight, a little recurved at the base. 

Remarks : A plain yellow whitish shell, encircled 

with minutely punctured grooved striae and finely, 

densely crenulated at the sutural margin in an oblique 

manner. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands. 

Elsewhere : Mauritius, Seychellec, Tuamotu 

Archipelago. 

46. Terebra quoygaimardi Cernohorsky 

(PI. IV, Fig. 46) 

1833. Terebra monile QUoy & Gaimard, Voy, L 'Astrolabe, 
Zoo I, 2; 467, pI. 36, fig. 21, 22. 

1834. 1838, Kuester, Syst. Conch. Cab, ed, 2, 5(2) : 29, pI. 
6, fig. 10 (Non Buccinum monile Linnaeus, 1771 = 

Terebra). 

1844. Terbra monilis Quay & Gaimard, Hinds, Proc. zool. 
Soc. Lond. pt. 11 : 163; 1844 Hinds in Sowerby, 
Thes. Conchyl 1 : 168 pI. 43, fig. 65, 66; 1844. 
Deshayes & Edwards, His. Nat., animo S. vert., Ed. 2. 
10 : 258. 

1859. Terbra monilis Deshayes, Proc. zoo!. Soc. Lond., Pt. 
27 : 312. 1860 Reeve, Conch. /con, 12 : pi. 11, fig. 
42 a : 1 R85 Tryon, Man. Conch, 7 : 28, pI. 8, fig. 47, 
48 (In synonymy of T straminea Gray); 1967 
Cemohorsky, marine shells, Pacific 1 : 204, pI. 51, 
fig. 377. 
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I q(\-l. h'l'l'hl'd (( '/Ilglllo{l'rl'hru) l1lollilis Quay & Gaimard, 

"'I"kulI/d. "dcct. Shl'lIs \\'orld col. 2; pl. 69, fig, 19. 

Il)h6. ('/IIgll/(}(cI'c/Jra lIIollilis (Quoy & Gaimard), Habe & 
KllSlIgL'. ,/r('1/ \l'(JI'/d col. 2 : 99, pI. 39, fig. 14. 

11)(1 -, 1>1/11/(/£1('1/\ f/Julli/ is (Juoy & Gaimard), Habe & 
KllSlIgL" S{tllld Book. .fap. Shell col. 3 : 102, pI. 40, 
fig. 17. 

,\/£11('1';01 {'x£ll11illed : Andamans (5 exs). 

,\I('d\/IJ'l..'lI1l..'llls (mm) : Length: 50.50-53.00, Width: 

-'. ~()-~.2(), Aper1ure length: 6.40-7.70. 

/)c.'sCl'lj)lioll : Shell large, slender with pointed spire, 

lll' to )3 I11Ill in height, aperture small, columella reflected 

;lIld twisted, rccurved. Dark orange in colour, whorls 

Ilatlened, divided at the upper part by a groove, 

crcl1ulated at the margin, ornamented with, close set of 

\\ hite nodules at suture, interstices with white tubercles. 

Remarks: It is characterized by a coronation of white 

tuhercles on a dark orange ground. The tubercles 

hecome indistinct in the case of r cingul~fera. 

Distrihlltion : India: Andaman Island. 

Flsl.'w/7cre : Marquesas Island. 

47. Terebra subulata (Linnaeus) 

(PI. IV, Fig. 47) 

17h7. Bliccillllm slihulallim Linnaeus, Sysl. Nal. Ed. 12 : 176. 

1 XJ9. BlICClnilm slIblilalliln : Kiener Icun des q., p. 10. (6) 
fig. 6. (Ocean lndien, Madagascar, lIes de la sea). 

IlJ()(l. Ter<.>/?ra slihu/ata : Comber, 1. Bombay nat. Hisl. Soc., 
17 : 212. 

1l)52. Tl'I'e/>rll suhll/uru : Satyamurti, Bull. A1adras GOvl. 
,\/11.\ . .vel\' S<.>1: (/y'at. l/ist.). 1(2) : 215, pI. 21, fig. 4. 

1l)l)2. Tl'I'l'hra .mblliaia : Dance, Shells Eye witness hand 

hook. p. 195. 

2000. Terchra slIhlllala : Subba Rao and Dey, Rec. zoul. 
Sun: Ind.. Occ. Pape/: 187 : p. 174. 

2(0). Tel'ehrll slIblilala : Subba Rao, Rec. zool. Surv. Ind., 
OCt'. Pap <'>1'. 192 : 337, pI. 88, fig. 7. 

Alaterial examined: Andamans (9 exs). 

A/easuremellts (mm) : Length: 94.00-115.00, Width: 

13.20-16.20, Aperture length: 13.60-16.30. 

Description: Shell large, up to 115 mm in height, 
slender with about 25 whorls and pointed spire. 

Aperture very small, outer lip thin and columella twisted, 

fasciole small, anterior canal truncated and curved. 

Sculptured with fine axial threads and irregular weak 

spiral grooves, the area below the suture raised into a 

spiral band. Color very distin'ct, cream ornamented with 

two rows of dark brown square blotches on the early 

whorls and three rows on the body whorl. 

Remarks: Body whorl has three rows of blotches, 
where as the spire whorls have two rows of blotches 

and the top of each whorl i:, well rounded. 

Distribution : India: Lakshadweep, Tamil Nadu : 

Madras, Gulf of Mannar (Krusadai Islands), Andamans, 

moderately common. 

Elsewhere: Indo-Pacific. 

48. Terebra succincta Boss 

(PI. IV, Fig. 48) 

1801. Terebra succincta Boss, Delerville ed Bulfon Moll .. 
4 : 17. 

1833. Terebra cancel/ala Quay and Gaimard, roy' De P Astr 
T ii p. 471, pI. 36, fig. 27-28. 

1859. Terebra lIndalella Deshyes. Pruc. zool. Soc. Lond. p. 
307, No. 157. 

1898. Terehra ,\'lIccinata : Melvill and Skyes, Proc. Malac. 
Soc., London, 3 : 42. 

1899. Terebra cancel/ala QUoy and Gaimard : Melvill and 
Sykes. Proc. Malac. Soc. Lond., 3 : 42. 

1967. Terebra succincta : Cemohorsky, Marine Shel/s of the 
Pacific, 1 : 206, pI. 52, fig. 387. 

1986. Terebra succinata : Tikader, Daniel and Subba Rao, 
Sea shore animals of Andaman and Nieobar Is/and~, 
Zool. Surv. India, p. 174. 

2000. Terebra succincta : Subba Rao and Dey, Rec. zool. 
Surv. Ind., Oce. Paper, 187 : p. 175. 

2007. Terebra succinata : Ramkrishna, Dey, Barua and 
Mukhopadhya, Fauna of Andhra Pradesh. Slale Fauna 
series, 5(7) : 135. Zoo 1. Surv. India. 

Material examined: Andamans (l ex). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 19.00-28.00, Width: 

2.10-4.40, Aperture length: 3.00-4.50. 

Description : Shell sharply turreted, dark grey m 
colour, whorls 14-17, flatly convex, divided by a groove 

at the upper part, closely regularly sculptured with 

obliquely crenulated ribs. Crenulated at the margin, 

interstices cancellated with fine raised lines, aperture 

small, columella nearly straight. 

Remarks : Presence of a curved axial ribs sculpture 

does not look like any other species. The suture is 

characterized by a band of compact clear nodules and 

a highly marked sub-sutural groove. Subba Rao and 

Dey (2000) Inentioned about this species but efforts 

were made to identify this species from NZC which 

went futile. It may be T textilis which is creamy white 

in c<?lour, sculptured with 16-22 curved axial ribs. 

Distribution: India: Andamans Islands. 

Elsewhere: Tropical Pacific. 

49. Terebra textilis Hinds 

(PI. IV, Fig. 49) 

1844. Terebra textilis Hinds, Pmc. zool. Soc. Lond. p. 156. 

1850. Terebra roseata Adams & Reeve, Voy, de, Samarang. 
p. 30(1), pI. 10, f. 24. 
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1 R5Y. Terehra lexilis Deshayes. Pmc. ::001. Soc. LOlld. pI. 

5. fig. X9. 

1 X73. J\~l'l/l"(:,lIo lI/ocgillin'ayi Smith . .11111 .. \fag .\'01. Hisl .. 

Lond., xi. p. 267. 

187Y. T('I'e/Jra sublexlilis Smith. Pro('. :001. Soc. LOlld, p. 

185. t. 19. fig. 3. 

1967. Terebra lexlilis : Cemohorsky . . \farill£! Shells oj Ihe 

Pacific. 1 : p. 206. pI. 52. fig. 388. 

2000. Terehra exigua : Subba Rao and Dey. Rec. ::001. Sun: 

Ind, Dec. PapeI; 187 : p. 173. 

A4aterial examined: Andamans (5 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 26.80-33.90. Width: 

5.00-6.00, Aperture length: 1.90-2.70, 

Description: Shell acicular, turreted. up to 40 mm in 

height, whorls about 12-18 convexly flattened, divided 

and punctuate at the upper pat1 of a groove. aperture 

small, some what obliquely contracted, columella 

twisted and recurved. Sculptured with 20-23 curved axial 

ribs, interstices with 8-9 spiral cords and a row of 

oblique beads at sutures : pre-sutural groove is 

prominent; Shell light brown in colour throughout. 

Remarks: A smaJI livid brown or chestnut shell of 

varying regular growth closely latticed throughout. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands. 

Elsewhere: New Guinea, Fiji. Rare. 

50. Terebra tricincta Smith 

(PI. IV, Fig. 50) 

1877. Terebra tricincta Smith, Ann. Jvlag. Nat. His!. J'v/us., 

(4) 19 : 225. 

1968. Terebra (Strioterebrllm) fricincta : Ray, Bull. Indian 

Mus., 3(1 & 2) : 27, text fig. 25. 

1991. Terebra (Striolerebrum) Iricincta : Rao, Rao and 

Maitra, Fauna of Orissa, Stafe Fauna series, 1 (3) : 

89. Zooi. Surv. India. 

1992. Terebra tricincta : Subba Rao, Dey and Barna, Fauna 

of West Bengal, State Fauna series, 3(9) : 201. ZooJ. 

Surv. India. 

Material examined: Digha (3 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 4.80-6.10, Width: 

1.30-1.50, Aperture length: 0.80-0.90. 

Description : Shell small, up to 6 mm in height, 

slender, spire pointed, with about 9-12 whorls, arranged 

like a pyramid; whorls medially constricted deep; 

sculptured with node like radial fine lines, these are 

very prominent and strong throughout the whorls. 

Distribution : India : West Bengal : Medinipur; 

Maharastra, Orissa, Tamil Nadu. 

Elsewhere: Persian Gulf, Pakistan coast, Singapore, 

Indonesia. 

Rc('. ::oo/. Sun: India 

51. Terebra triseriata Gray 

(PI. IV Fig. 51) 

1 X34. Tcr('hl'o Iri.\"cl'ialo Gray. Proc. :oo/. Soc. Lond., p. 61. 

1940. T('re/Jra Irisel'iala : Crichton. 1. BomhllY na!. His!. 
So('., 42 : 335. 

1 R44. Terc/Jra Iriseriata : Hinds, Thes. Conch P. 171 (5Y): 
pI. 45. fig. 11Y. 

1 RSY. Tere/Jra praelonga Deshayes. Proc. zoo/. Soc. Lond. 

p. 315. 

1Y90. Terebra triseriata : Pinn. Sea Shells of Pondieheny. 
Nehru Science Centre. p. 109, fig. 199. 

1995. Terehra Iriseriala : Bosch. Sea shell o(Eastern Arabia 

No. 774 p. 172. 

Material examined: Andamans (5 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 45.00-76.00, Width: 

13.40-15.60. Aperture length: 4.70-5.60. 

Description: Shell solid, moderately glossy, up to 

76 mm in height; very long and narrow with about 32-

41 straight sided whorls, early whorls broken, deep 

suture, small aperture with strongly twisted and 

recurved columella; Sculptured with two rows of bedas 

at sutures, separated by a smooth spiral groove. Whorls 

bear 4-6 spiral cords and curved growth lines and weak 

axial ribs, last whorl more or less angled at the base. 

Remarks: More delicate and slender in growth, more 

concavely flattened, with granulated sculpture. 

Distribution: India: Andaman Islands. 

Elsewhere: Isles of Ticao, Philippines Port Curtis, 

Australia. 

52. Terebra undulata Gray 

(PI. IV, Fig. 52) 

1834. Terebra undulata Gray, Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., (1834) 
11 : 60. 

1859. Terebra approximata Deshayes, Proc. zoo I. Soc. 

Lond., (1859) p. 299. 

1906. Terebra undulata : Comber, 1. Bombay nal. Hist. Soc., 

17 : 212. 

1908. Terebra cornicolor Preston. Rec. Indian Mus., 2 : 189. 

pI. 17, fig. 63. 

1967. Terebra undulata : Cemohorsky, Marine Shells of the 
Pacific, 1 : 208, pI. 52, fig. 391. 

1986. Terebra undulata : Tikader, Daniel and Subba Rao, 
Sea shore animals of Andaman and Nicohar Islands, 
Zool. Surv. INdia, p. 174. 

2000. Terebra undulata : Subba Rao & Dey. Rec. zool. Surv. 

Ind., Occ. Papel: 187 : p. 175. 

Material examined: Andamans (8 exs). 

Measurements (mm) : Length: 30.00-46.30, Width: 

6.10-7.70, Aperture length: 4.30-7.40. 

Description: Shell cylindrically elongated, apex of 

th\'" shell terminates in a point, polished, shining light 
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,)1"an l~' hrown ,n l:uJour. About t 2= 18 whorl ', Apertur _ 
smaH. narnn\; ~olumella descending rather obliquely; 
oUI\:r hp simpl,e: s,culpturcd with dose set longitudinal 

rths crussed n\:'-lr the upper end by a slight spiral 
grol \l'. thu ' fonning an infra sutural crenulated band, 

th~ inl~'rstil 'CS bctw~en the ribs "paraHy and minutely 
pilt~.J. «ht: punctuat ion of the upper row being coars,e 

(han fhl' rest. Base of shell marked with three minutely 
piu.:J groovC' ·. 

Relllark ' .: Shell marked with three revolving 

pmh.' tuatc s grooves. 

I )is,frihut;on : India: Andamans Islands. 

Fls('u'ltere : Philippines Singapore~ Tropical Pacific 

\ ui Island. 

SU '1MARY D DISC SSION 

When we enumerate the number of species 0 l, f{l bn I :i n the last century we ·ar _ astonished at the 
~rnalh;~r number, In the 12th edition of the "Systema 

'vuture " Llnnaeus ( 1758) had put together only 10 

spc,d~s in the 7th section of h IS gl nu Buccinum, whkh 
mdu<.ks only Terehra . Martini and Chemnitz (1788) in 

their great work added few species. Schroetor having 
observed in the old plates a considerable number .of 
figur s that had belen ov,er I.ooked, sleparated them 

can:fully from each other. and placed them in the genus 

aBcr Linnacus species. The numb _f .of species was 
~ .. on~id~rably l11cre.ased as many as 43 by Gmelin in the 

13th editi.on of 'Syslema Nature' Lamarck ha doubled 

the number of the species of Linnaeus in hi Histoire 
Nalurelle des Animaux Sans W!rtebres ·· 

Quoy and Gaimard (1836) contributed a few of them 

collected during the voyage of the • Astrolabe' iener 
( 1839··40) added some other in thier 'Species generales 

at Iconographic des CoquiUes vivantes' and carried 
up to 35 of the number figures and described. Shortly 
aft,erwards Gr,ay described summering in Proce,edings 

of Zoological Society London in 1834, twenty new 
species among which som of them are doubtful. At 
last Hinds (1843) described about 50 new species 
c.oming almost all from Cuming Ian collection, gave .a 
complete monograph of th genus, and rose to other 

nunlber of species known to 10'9. Th' s way considerable 
number was stiH further augmented by Adams and 
Reeve (1850), who described 10 more species. 

h spe,cies of the Genus Ter,ebr.a wer,e ably 

monographed by Hinds (1846), but many new ones 

having been accumulated since that period, th . genus 
was again monographed by at Cuming's suggestion 

by D·eshayes (1857-59), indeed t.o und,ertake th,e 

investigation of the genus under circumstances hardly 

favourab le to the proper discrimination of the species. 
Again in 1860 Reeye review,ed the monograph .of 

Deshaye and reported that out of 221 pedes cited by 

Deshayes, Re,eve could get 214 .original Typ . sand 

series of types,and he reduced the number in to 149 

A&N Islands 
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DGoa 
o Gujarat 

Karnataka 
Kerala 
Lakshadw,eep 
Maharashtra 
Marine Survey 
Orissa 
Pondicherry 
Tamil Nadu 
Un known Location 

• West Bengal 

Distribution species recorded among states of India of Family Terebridae 



rejecting about 65 species n synonyms and he himself 
described about 6 species nlJking the tohl~ Into 155 
'p .de . In this manner the genu 7i.'rehra und\'!r went 
for ,addition 'Or deletion of speci'e . TiH date there are 
about 412 spe,cie ' of Tercbrids r,eported global1., but 
the authentication of the number and ,'pecie name is 
sfll doubtful, The number of pedes may come h,ardly 
about 270 globally. (n Indo Pacitic region about 90 

pecies were rcporled under tive genera. viz" Telt'bra. 
Dip!omeri:a. Haswla. lmphages and SubuJa. 

The family Terebridae is wide1y distributed in Indo 
Padfk r,egion. about 68 species of Terebrid ~ werle 

reported from Indian \vater by difTerent authors, but \\ e 
couJd find .out only 52 sped s present in NZC. "hi'ch 
wcre dealt ,comprehensively. Th genus Torel1ella 
repol1ed from Indo Pacitic reglion by Hinds CQuid not 
be ascertained due to lack of repres,ent.ati e coU _,etion 
frQm Indi~U1 waters, 

Out of 52 pec 'es reported in the present work 
Terebra amo(,lla, Terebra amanda, Terehra 1I11ili ' , 

Terehra macandrewii., Terehra (Juoygalmardi and 

. {as(ula 'olicla \\ hich is a uncommon speci,es from 
Tropical pacific .are rep rted for the first fme fronl India. 
Of th'e spe,eie reported, Inajority of species froln 
Andaman ]s]ands only. Has/ula tell (!r(l ,. Terbra 

ma 'ulata. from Karnataka Diplomeri:a. rap/wJlula 
frQm Kerala and Kanlataka, 1erebra ctenula/a., 7ell!bra 

!?(' '. ::001. Sun: .India 

ani/is from Goa. r j£'lill<l frQm Goa and M.aharastra~ 

Dipofllel'i:(I duplicata from Tamil Nadu arc also 
recorded for the first time ,as nc\\' di~adbutlonal records. 

The taxonmny of the hm1ily Ter~bridae is re1l1ain 
unsat'i factory. due to the fact (h~lt it is mainly hurdle is 
non-availability of operculum and protoconch of the 
sheU whidl may tl rough sornc light on di '(ingu~shlng 
the species as weU other anatomical parts are essential 
to strengthen the taxonomi,e charad~rs for classificatlon. 
The polymorphic nature ofth~ hlll1ily Tcrcbridae is due 
to geographical di tterenccsamong th·e lHorphotogkul 
features in ditferent species. inee the study is bascd 
upon on~y the dry shell coUc'ctcd from various sources. 
'tHI it , collection method ar~ not , 0 clear. and they 
might be coHected tlu ough beach wash lipS apart from 
ome dredged materials. From the present study it is 

,evident that only few spedes ar'c reportcd apart thlrn 
Andarnan Island. thcrC'fOf'C etfort · c( uld be made to 
Iconect thes,e pecies frQm other ,coastal ar, as. 
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. i'""" l \ ~ntral \ 'it\\' t f [hl'lmJll'l"l~a allomala: -io.2 . dl.lplica1a: Fi .3 . rap/umlfla: Fi . 4 . sp('cial ilis: Fig. 5 n. slrulllil1(,u; 

Fi '~ , n ,ncolor: io. Ha.·utlLl a/hula: fio. 8 II. It 1 '1111,1 : ' iu. 9 1I. dJ1CI'('f: Fig. 10 II. lIa.\'lo.lo: ,'g. 11 II (IICOIl. ... ·lllII ... ; 

Fi'g. L. 1/ lama: Fi,!.!. 3 H. JI1at/tl'nOlWlla~ Fio. 4 II. (I ';<~ilafa: Fi'g. 5 11. solida: • 'g. 16 II. :·mia/a : Fig. 7 II. tell 'ra; 

F'o, ,8 " lI'ailli: Fio. 19 Imp 'ges /tec /jclI . 
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Fig. 20 7etrehra a IVlala; Fi~, 21 r offini ; Fig. 22 T 01\' olota; Fi ,,2 I Imanda ; i 
Fi:g., 26 T. cerithina ' Fio, 27 T. chlorota ' i. 28 T. cin uhf ra ~ ., 29 r olulIl 

Fi . 31 I erelilala ~ Fig . . 2 r d haJ e i ' Fi . 33 r dimidata ; ig. 34 I dm rella ; Fi 
Fig. 7 T fimi ulata ~ Fio, 38 T uttata ; Fig. 39 r lae 'igala 
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